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11 F AC E, 
BY THE 


TRANSLATOR, 


I is no eaſy Matter, whatever ſore 
People may think or ſay, to keep up, 
in a Tranſlation, to the Spirit of the 

Original, particularly in Pieces of 

Wit and Gallantry, Our Exglifs: Lan- 
guage is, no doubt, as capable of lively, 
ſoft, and delicate, Expreſſions, as the” 

French; and yet when a Man, who is a 

1 competent Judge, compares ſome French: 

Originals with their Tranſlations, he often 
finds the lively, briſk, French Story, 
metamorphoſed into a dull, languid, 

Engliſh Narration; and-as the Generality, 

of Readers have no Opportunity, and-. 
perhaps no Capacity, of judging whether 
the Fault lies at the Author's, or at the 

A 3 _ Tranf- 
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 Franſlator*s, Door, they are apt to throw 
by the Tranſlation, and to curſe the 
French Mockhead who wrote the Ori- 
ginal. | 


I am not ſo vain as to imagine I have 
more Skill this Way than. my Neigh- 
bours; on the contrary, I believe there 
are Tranſlators in England who would 
have done as much Juſtice to this French: 
Manuſcript” as I can pretend to. The 
Ladies in moſt Countries, who are (if I 
may be allowed the Expreſſion ) Siſters. 
of the Quill,- have, T don't know how, 
fuch an eaſy, - foft, and unaffected, Stile, 
that, to catch hold of it, a Tranſlator muſt 
ay aſide all his maſculine Elegance, and 
- Nudied Expreſſions. How far I have 
fucceeded' in imitating, by the Force of 
Study, what was'the free Gift of Nature 
in our French Female- Writer, is more 
than I can tell, and to ſubmit it to the 
Judgment of the Public (the common 
Cant of Authors and Tranſlators in their 
Prefaces) would be quite abſurd in the 
| | n 
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preſent Caſe, as the Manuſcript has not 

as yet been in the Hands of any Printer: 

The Reader therefore muſt be ſo good, 
on this Occaſion, even to pin his Faith, 

upon my Aſſurance, that no Pains have 

been ſpared, ſo far as the different Idi- 

oms of Languages will allow, to come 
up to the G r of the Original- | 


Bur may not ſome ſay, 200 don't 
chuſe to buy a Pig in a Poke, Why did 
not this Tranſlator lay the French Ma- 
nuſcript, with his Verſion, before /uch a 
Man as Mr. LOCK MAN, whoſe 
tranſlating Genius is admired by the Pub- 
lic, and whoſe Approbation would have at 
once ſatisfied the Diffident,, and greatly 
promoted the. Sale of the Boot? I would 
only beg Leave, by Way of Anſwer, 
to obſerve that, had I done this; 
1 Mr. Lockman, perhaps out of Vanity, 
1 would have found many Faults, which I 
ſhould have been obſtinate enough, pro- 
bably from the ſame Motive, to defend; 
O, inſtead of doing my Tranſlation Ser- 
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vice, I ſhould, very likely, have been 
forced into a Paper War, which, of all 
Things, I would chuſe to avoid. Beſides, 
as Nelays and Reviſals are terrible Things 
to Tranſlators, who feldom happen to 
be over-loaded with Cath, the pretty 


Manner of delivering a few Sheets of 


Copy into the Printer's Hand on a Sa- 
turday Night, for which he's down with 
the Duſt, is a moſt convenient Way of 
Dealing, and makes us Drudges go thro? 


our Work with chearful Hearts. nn * 
- I ſhall 


This by way of Digreſſion. 
now beg Leave to acquaint the Reader, 
chat Mademoiſelle de Biron, of a very an- 
tient and noble Family in France, is the 
Lady to whom the World is obliged for 
The ApvexTuRES and AMovrs' of the 
Marquis de Noailles and Mademoiſelle 
TFenein, I mean as Auther only, for the 
Obligation of their appearing in Print is 
owing to Madame de Chanvelin, Lady 
w a late French Miniſter of State. This 


Lear, knowing that her Friend Miſs 
Biron 


PREFAGCHA U 
Biron was not only Miſs Tencin's Confj-- 
dente, but alſo that ſhe had committed to 
Paper her whole Story, never ceaſed her 
Sollicitations till ſhe obtained a Sight of 
the Manuſcript, which at laſt Miſs Biron 
conſented to, upon Condition, however, 
that no Mortal but herſelf ſhould ſee it, 
which was promiſed, and actually per- 
formed; but as ſhe thought i it was a Pity 
to deprive the World of ſo curious an 
| Inſtance of Love and Conſtancy under 
the moſt cruel Perſecutions and Tryals, 
after her Friend's Death ſhe tranſcribed 
the Manuſcript with her own Hand, and 
gave what ſhe. had wrote to the CB valle 
de Belleiſſe, and he to a young Noble- 
man his F riend | in London, who did me 
the Honour to put it into my Hands; or 
Condition that I ſhould HELL a Tranf- 
lation of it. | 


As there was a Copy of Miſs Biron's 
Letter to Madame de Chauvelin when ſhe 
Kar * the „ I thought 1 

could 


x PREFACE. 
eould not conclude this Preface with any 
thing fo intereſting as a Tranſlation of it. 


Copy of a LETTER from Miſs 
T Br ron to Madame de Chauvelin.. 


Mapa, 


72 UGH. T ani full eta that 

you muſt, in your Heart, condemn 
ne for Breach of Truſt, and look upon 
me as a Fool, into the Bargain, to pretend 
to write, yet ſuch is your Power over me, 
that neither the Guilt of Treachery, nor 
the ridiculows Light in which I muſt ap- 
pear, are prevalent enough to rare me 
withſtand your laſt Attack. ——— Here 
then is the long-wiſ'd-for Manuſcript, 
in which you'll find, I hope, notwith- 
ſtanding my dull Stile, what will agree- 
ably entertain you ;, but, O] how beauti- 
ful would ſome Paſſages appear, could your 
Ladyſbip be prevailed. on to employ your 


delicate Pen ; this would make me forget 
the 


PREFACE im 
rde Faux-pas I am now guilty of to ablige 
vou, and rejoice that my Stupidity had: 
ronz'd up the brighteſt Genius of the Age 
o paint, in true C olours, the moſt ſure 
 priſing Scene that ever appear d on the 
Stage of Life. We ſee in this Hiſtory 
'Cruelty and Malice laying deep Schemes 
and Plots againſt Virtue and Innocence, 
and when all Hopes ſeem to be loſt, at 

once the Scene, by an inviſible providential 
Power, changes, and our diftreſſed Lo- 
vers are ſaved from Sbiptreck; and were 
it not a. Pity, Madam, where the Subject 
os fo noble, the 8 entiments fe Send. the 
incidents fo ſurprifing,” and 17 Hort, the. 
Hole Story fo 1 ingular - and moving, to. 
Have it murdered by a languid and li ifelefs 
Narration! * muſt 22 upon your Com- 
pliance as a Recompence for my for- 
feited Honour; this is à Motive you can- 
not, in Juſtice, get over; But i, I ſhould 
be » miſtaken, and find that neither this nor 
adh can anal. that e. may 


„ waf* 
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Save no Peace of Mind, nor get a ſound 

Sleep till you fall about it, is the hearty 

Prayer of e 
Yours, Se. 

Felicitẽ de Biron. 


P. S. Remember you are not to ſhew the 
Manuſcript to any Mortal. 
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1 
ADVENTURES 
AMO URS 
Marquis de NOAILLES, 


Mademoiſelle 7 E N 2 1 N. 


HEN firſt the Whim entered 
my Brain of commencing Ad- 
venture- Writer, I hug'd my- 
ſelf with the pleaſing Fancy of 
drawing ſuch a hideous PiQture of cruel and ty- 
rannical. Parents, that I thought every Moment 
loft which was not employ'd upon that grand 
Deſign ; not Altogether, I muſt honeſtly con- 
feſs it, out of Compaſſion to the Sufferings of 
Vor. L B the 


- 
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the poor Marguis de Noailles and his lovely 
Miſtreſs, tho? their Caſe deſerved my tendereſt 
Pity, my own Misfortunes ſtarted up from 
the Grave of Oblivion, and cry'd with the 
Voice of Thunder, Dip thy Pen in Gall, and 
laſh, without Mercy, the cruel Authors of thy 
ern Being, as well as thoſe of thy diſtreſſed 
Friends. In my delirious Fits, I did not at all 
conſider that what dropt from my Pen, as it 
never was intended to be made public, could be 
of no Uſe to the World; this Reflection, in 
ſome of my lucid Intervals, made me more than 
once throw it by, but {ill ſome je ne ſpat quoi 
made me take it up again, and write ſtrange, 
very ſtrange Things, which, if ever they come 
to Light, by ſome Accident that I cannot now 
foreſee, will, in my own Caſe, as well as that 
of my unhappy Friends, ſet Parents in a moſt 
ridiculous Light, who only conſult their own 
Caprice in the Diſpoſal of their Children. But 
I don't conſider that inſenſibly I am getting 

into the dry moralizing Strain, which, of 
all Things, I abominate; but PII ſoon put 

a Stop to my Career that Way, by entering, 

without further Ceremony, or Preamble, upon 

the Abridement of my own Life, which will 
not detain me long from the more curious Sto- 

"Y 
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ry of my Friends : Here, indeed, I reſolve to 
be mighty exact; I mean not to omit the leaſt 
trifling Circumſtance of their Amours. As 
for Order Elegance of Stile, and all that, I 
34M | 
am very indifferent about it, not becauſe I am 
a Woman, tho? that's a good Reaſon, but be- 
cauſe J have no body to pleaſe but myrſelf; and, 
1 Hanks | to my Vanity, that ſeldom miſſes. 


Your Adventure-Writers, whether real, or 
imaginary, generally begin with a pompous 
Enumeration of a long Race of illuſtrious An- 
ceſtors, which I hate 10 heartily, that if I had 
not, now and then, Occaſion to have a Fling at 
my Father's obſtinate Temper, I ſhould ſcarce 
name him, and far leſs my Grand-father the 
Count de Biron, a pretty Gentleman, as my 
Mother has often told me, but unluckily taking 
the wrong Side of the Queſtion in Goremakent 
Affairs, the King thought fit to take off his 
Head, which ſo frighten'd my Father, that, 
tho' he had as much Ambition as another, he 
choſe a Country Life, and to keep his Head 
upon his Shoulders. My Mother was an 
Heireſs, brought a tolerable Fortune into the 
Family, and ( allowing for her being more 
Prieſt-ridden than, I think, any Woman of 

B 2 ** Senſe 
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Senſe ought to be, and laviſh to Prefuſion, in 
her charitable Preſents to canting Monks and 
Fryars) had Accompliſhments ſufficient to 


make a Huſband happy; and I don't remem- 


ber they ever had any jangling Work, but up- 
on Account of my Father's not ſhewing that 
Reſpect, which ſhe, out of her bigotted 
Zeal, thought due to theſe frock'd Animals, 
whom I wiſhed well ſouſed in Purgatory for 
the many Whipping-Bouts which I underwent 
in my younger Days, by their Direction, and 
the ill Treatment I received from my Parents, 
when I was no more a Child; becauſe I not 
only rejected, with Diſdain, the Addreſſes of 
one of thoſe abandon'd Wretches, but, upon 
his perſevering, made a Complaint to my Fa- 
ther, which neither he, nor my Mother, would 
give the leaſt Credit to, being firmly perſuaded 
that he was a Saint upon Earth, ſo artfully the 
luſcious Hypocrite managed their Credulity. 
The faireſt Words I had from them were Slan- 


derer, Impoſtor, and a ſtrit Charge never to 


open my Mouth more upon the Subject. Very 
well, thought I, here's Prieſtcraft with a Wit- 


neſs. 


there's no Inquiſition in this Kingdom, for if 
there were, thither muſt thou have been by 
| „ 


Bleſs thy Stars, poor Biron, that 
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this Time tranſported, and expoſed to all the 
Indignities of thoſe Manſions of Horror, tor ac- 
cuſing the moſt pious and ſanctified Father Do- 


minick, whom all the holy Matrons in the Pa- 


riſh worſhip, and whom I know to be a Wolf 
in Sheep's Cloathing, a downright Devil ; but 
Providence ſoon brought his Wickedneſs to 
Light, and I had the Pleaſure of being fully 


revenged. 


Ov gallant Fryar, finding he could make no 
Hand with ſuch a giddy-headed Girl as my La- 
dyſhip, wiſely withdrew, and planted his Bat- 
tery againſt a Fort not ſo impregnable. And 
to make a long Story ſhort, after a few Days 
cloſe Siege to an honeſt Shop-keeper's Wife in 


a neighbouring Village, a Capitulation was 


ſigned, and General Dominick put in Poſſeſ- 
ſion ; but as ill Luck would have it, our Ina- 


morato was ſo intoxicated with his new Con- 
queſt, and Madam fo fond of her roſy-check'd 


Son of St. Francis, that her Huſband, though 


no Conjurer, God knows, began to ſmell a 


Rat, and reſolved not only to watch them him- 


ſelf, but alſo to call into his Affiſtance the good 


old Woman his Nurſe, in whoſe Fidelity and 
Penetration he placed an intire Confidence. In 
B 3 a 
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a Council held, it was reſolved that, as Nurſe's 


little Chamber was next to the Huſband and | 


Wife's Bed-Room, a Hole bored in the Deal- 
Board Partition, thro* which the old Woman 
was to peep when the Confeſſor was exhort- 


Mp ing his Penitent, would be a certain Method 


of diſcovering whether his Suſpicions were juſt. 
It was not long before an Opportunity offered; 
for Father Dominick was a very warm Lover, 

and could not bear long Abſence. Next Morn- 
ing he did not fail to come, or, to ſpeak more 
properly, he flew on the Wings of Love, and 
with the Authority of a ſpiritual Director, de- 
manded'a private Interview with the Miſtreſs 
of the Houſe, which was no ſooner aſk'd than 
granted; for tho' we are not in this Kingdom 
ſo abſolute Slaves to the Clergy as in ſome 
neighbouring Countries, yet our Doors muſt 
by no Means be ſhut againſt the DireQors of 
our Conſciences; and a Huſband may look 
four, bite his Lip, and expreſs his Diſcontent, 
yet ſtill the Holy Father muſt be admitted, or 
he may expect to be perſecuted, without Mer- 
cy, by the Eccleſiaſtical Court ; which, to the 
Regret of all People of Senſe, has ſtill more 
Power than it deſerves, or makes good Uſe of. 
Among other Abuſes, which the blind Zeal of 


our 
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our Fore-fathers made them tamely ſubmit to, 
this was one which the late Duke of Orleantin- 
| tended to reform; but that great Prince was 
ſnapt from us before his Project was ripe for 

Execution, to the great Joy not only of this 

arbitrary domineering Court, but alſo of the 

whole Clergy in general, whoſe Wings he in- 
tended to clip for the Benefit of Mankind. Were 
I writing what was deſign'd for public View, I 
ought, in the Strain of other Authors, to beg 


Pardon when I fall into Digreſſions, but I have 


quite a different Notion, for I think them abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, now and then, were it for 
nothing elſe but to give the Reader a little 


Breathing, and to recover his Spirits quite ex- 


hauſted with a long-winded uniform Narration; 
and I am ſupported in this Opinion by no leſs 
a Man than Marivaux, who is allowed to be 
the genteeleſt Writer in France : But though I 
had no ſuch Authority, I would, without any 


Ceremony, break off the Thread of my Story. 


when, and where, I thought proper, and take 
it up again when I found myſelf tired with Di- 
greſſion; and as this is juſt now the Caſe, I re- 
turn to Father Dominick ſtepping into Madam's 
Bed- chamber, where he ſcarce had mumbled 
o'er a Pater and an Ave, when Mother Marjary 

51 was 
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was planted at the Peeping-Hole, where ſhe 
not only ſaw herſelf, but alſo brought her 
Maſter time enough to ſee, what I don't think 
proper to deſcribe. The poor hornified Mer- 
chant inſtead of running to Sword and Dagger, 
in Imitation of a hot-brain'd Spaniſb Don in 
his firſt Tranſport, reſolved to puniſh the 
guilty Couple without dipping his Hands in 
Blood, and therefore laid his Commands on 
Marjory to take no Notice of what had paſſed, 
till he ſhould let her know his Intentions. Af- 
ter much Deliberation, he at laſt fix'd on 
this Scheme: To pretend a Neceſſity of going 
to Paris in Order to buy ſome Goods, which 
he wanted for his Shop; and when he men- 
tioned it to his Wife, and told her that he 
would be abſent for a Week, he could ob- 
ſerve Joy ſparkling in her Eyes on the Proſpect 
of a more agreeable Bedfellow than a lifeleſs 
dull Huſband. He reſolved to conceal himſelf 
in a Brother's Houſe in the ſame Village, to 
whom he imparted his Misfortune, and or- 
der'd old Nurſe, who could fee thro? her Hole, 
by the Help of Candle-Light, -when the Monk 
was arrived, to come and acquaint him, Ma- 
dam did not fail, ſo ſoon as her Huſband had 
mounted his Horſe, to ſend a Billet- deux to 
25 her 
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her Gallant, at his Convent about half a Mile 
diſtant from the Village, which, with his An- 
ſwer, found in their Pockets, and made pub- 
lic with the reſt of their Intrigue, I chuſe to 
put down here ( tho* ſcarce in their proper 
Place) for no other Reaſon that I know of, 
but that it is my Will and Pleaſure, and that 1 
am reſolved, as I have already declared, not 
to confine myſelf to Order. 


Mrs. Vi mont to Father Dominick. 


EY Y Husband is gone to Paris, where he in- 
tends to remain eight Days, —Q ! how 
I hug myſelf with the raviſhing Pleaſure of your 
eaifying Converſation, without the killing Fears 
of Interruption. — Ay Baci- M indotu, which 
you know ts of eaſy Acceſs, ball be open for your 
Reception when all's huſh in the Hauſe ; and if 
you can contrius it Jo as to decerve the Vigilance of 
pour old fly Superior, wwe may paſs this and ſome 
other happy Nights together. Adieu thou beſt of 
Men. -—--- am all Impatience til! I know, by 
jour Anſwer, whether I am this Night to have 
the Math of ſeeing you. 


Father 
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Father Dominict's Anſwer to Mrs. Vi mont. 


S it is the Duty of a Confeſſor 10 be always 
ready on a Call, and as your Caje 
ſeems to be urgent, you may expect me after 
Mattins are over, and you may be afſured il at 
nothing ſhall be wanting on my Part to giue cu 
Comfort. Believe me, my dear Siſter, I am on 
Racks and Tortures till I be with you; but as we 
have an extraordinary Office to perform at Mid- 
night, where the whole Communiiy muſt aſſi/t, it 
will be one O'Clock in the Morning before I reach 
your Houſe. Take Care that I meet with no 
Interruption in the Courſe of my Exhortations, 
which ¶ hope will operate upon you ſucceſsfully ; and 
till the happy Moment brings us together, pray 
earneſtly that your ghoſtly Father may be enabled 
to perform his Duty with Vigour, and Efficacy, 
which is all I ſhall add, but that I am entirely 
my dear Siſter's in the Bonds of Chriſtian Love 
and Charity. | 


ABouT two O'Clock came hobling to the 
Gate old Nurſe quite out of Breath, and, with 
half a Dozen Jeſu Maria's and as many Signs 


of the Croſs, declared, with Tears in her Eyes, 
that 
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that this Devil of a Monk was in Bed half an 
Hour ago with her Miſtreſs, and by this Time 
had planted half a Score of Horns upon her 
poor Maſter's Head. Moderate your Tranſ- 
port, Marjory, ſaid Maſter /imont, T ſhall be 
up with them by and by; and then turning to 
his Brother, my Deſign, ſaid he, is to go to 
my Father · in- law's, to raiſe him and his two 
Sons out of Bed, and conduct them to my 
Houſe, where they ſhall ſee my proſtitute Wife 
in the Arms of this adulterous Fryar. I hope, 
Brother, continued he, you'll not only go 
along with me yourſelf, but likewiſe order your 
Son and ſome of your Servants to attend you, 
that there may be no Penury of Witneſſes. I 
fancy by the i ime we get her Father and her 
Brothers rouzed, the Monk and my bleſſed 
Wife, will be taking their firſt Nap ; and as 1 
have a Paſs- Key that opens all the Doors in the 
Houſe, and can do it very ſoftly, I doubt not 
but we ſhall be at the Bed's Side, before they 
know any thing of the Matter. The Brother 
ſeemed to be as much enraged, and as forward 
as the Huſband ; ſo calling up his Son and Ser- 
vants, they went, in a Poſle,. to the Father- 
in-law's, where all the Family were in a pro- 
found Sleep, but the loud knocking at the Gate, 

| at 
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at laſt awoke 'the Maſter, who, opening the 
Window, called to know, What inſolent 
People dared to come and diſturb his. Family- 
at ſuch an unſeaſonable Hour ? His Son-in-law 
(whoſe Voice he immediately knew) told him, 
in a very melancholy Tone, That his Wife, 
being ſuddenly taken ill, and but little Hopes 
of her Recovery, had deſired, as her laſt Re- 
queſt, that he would go himſelf and acquaint . 
her Father and Brothers, that ſhe earneſtly 
deſired to ſee them before ſhe left the World, 
which in all Probability muſt ſoon be the Caſe. 
The Father greatly alarm'd, for he loved this 

Daughter more than any of his Children, im- 
mediately called up his Sons, who were in a 
Moment dreſſed and ready to attend him. 
As they were going along with the Huſband, 
and the reſt of the Company, the Father aſk'd 
many ueſtions about his Daughter's Diſtemper, 
and expreſſed the greateſt Concern for a Child, 
whom, as I have already ſaid, he dearly loved, 
and who had never given him the leaſt Cauſe 
of Diſcontent. When they arrived at Mr. Vi- 
munt's, and Candles were lighted, they went 
ſtrait to the pretended ſick Woman's Door, 
which the Huſband opening foftly, the Cham- 
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ber was directly filled. His next Motion was 
to draw aſide the Bed · Curtains, and one may 
eaſily judge how ſtrangely the Lady's Father, 
and all the other Spectators, who knew nothing 
of the Intrigue, were ſurpriſed to ſee, inſtead of 
a Woman in the laſt Agonies of Death, Father 
Dominick and Mrs. Vimont lockt in one another s 
Arms and faſt aſleep. The Father, ſtruck as 
with a Thunder-bolt, gave a terrible Shout, 
which awoke our Lovers, who were, no 
Doubt, aftoniſhed more than can be expreſſed, 
or even imagined. — The Monk, after rub- 
bing his Eyes and looking round the Room for 
ſome Time, at laſt, thus addreſs'd himſelf to 
the amen, 


Sta! he Situation y you bd me in i may 1 fully! 
enough alarm you; and, indeed, were a Judg- 
ment to be formed upon Appearances, not only 
you, but alſo all the People here preſent, are 
intitled to entertain a very bad Opinion of Per- 
ſons found together naked in a Bed ; but the 
Lady's Character, as as well as Mine, deſerves, at 
leaſt, your patient Attention to what J have to 
ſay in her, and my own, Vindication, and 
thereafter, 1 E Ty IR us both 

ee e h Win 


2 


Þ/ 


24 The AvvenTuRr ts of 
in quite a different Light from what you 


ISEIIEV ſome others here, as ; wellas you, 
Sir, are not ignorant that I have had, for ſome 
"Years, the Direction of this Lady's Conſcience, 
Which has given me no ſmall Trouble and 
Concern upon ſome Occaſions; not that ſhe 
has been guilty, in reality, of enormous Crimes, 
but ſometimes imprudent in putting her ane 

range Tryals. Vou know, Sir, continu'd 
hat chat both your Spouſe and you have often 
lamented the Want of Children, and that, as 
often as this was the Subject of our Converſa- 
tion, I exhorted you both to double your Dili- 
gence in the Practice of Virtue and Piety, the only 
Means of obtaining from the Bounty of Heaven 
what you ſo much wiſh'd for; but that if Pro- 
vidence, for wiſe Ends above our Reach, did not 
think fit to grant your Deſires, in that Caſe it 
was your Duty to ſubmit, and to bear your diſap- 
pointed ' Hopes with a perfect Reſignation. 
Some Time ſince your Spouſe ſent me Word, 
that he wanted to fee me upon an Affair of 
Conſequence, which would admit of no De- 
lay. I left che Convent directly, and came to 


know what was the Matter, but you may 
judge 
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Jidge of my Sarpter when i to me in 
the ee Manner. 


FaATHER Deminithy Mato: ſhe; were 1 not 
convinced of your Diſcretion and Probity fo 


much as I am, no Conſideration upon Earth 


ſhould tempt me to lay my Heart open to 
you in the Manner I am now going to do ; 
but as J am perfectly ſatisfied upon that Side, 
and that, upon the other Hand, my Huſband's, 
as well as my own, Happineſs, depend upon the 
Execution of my Project, I ſhall, without any 
Scruple, communicate it to you, and if you 
can, with a ſafe Conſcience, as I think you 
may, act the Part TR OE n 
Mod e 1 hope, will be r 


Vou may eines 8 in all your Er- 

Rortations, you told me, the only Way to 
make Heaven favourable to my Wiſhes of 
having Children, was to perform all the Chri- 
ſtian Duties in the ſtricteſt: Manner. You have 
lkewiſe- told me, that mortifying the-Fleſh, 
| and reſiſting ſtrong Temptations, were meri- 
| torious in the Sight of God, and would in- 
 fallibly procure a Blefling from above. If 
betting ſo, as I don't in the leaſt doubt, It is 
2 in 
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in your Power, to give me an Opportunity of 
doing a noble and meritorious Action, for 
which Heaven will, no Doubt, reward me 
in making me the Mother of Children: But 
before I come to the Point, I muſt acquaint 
you, | not without Confuſion and Bluſhes, that 
your external Form is not lefs dear to me than 
your inward Qualifications. In plain Language, 
I have been in Love with you from the firſt 
Moment of our Acquaintance, and have ſuf- 
ſer'd, in the Combat of Reaſon and Virtue a- 
gainſt a ſtrong, and unlawful, Paſſion, the ſe· 
vereſt Tryals that ever a Woman, perhaps, un- 
derwent. This Confeſſion ought not to alarm 
you, nor give you a bad Opinion of my Mo · 
deſty ; for this Reaſon, that the only Motive 
of it is, that I may, with your Afſiſtance, find 
an Opportunity of reſiſting the ſtrongeſt Temp- 
tation that a Heart prompt to indulge its De- 
fires can meet with; and beſides the Merit 
which will redound to you in being the Inſtru- 
ment of my fiery Trial, you will have the Ad- 
vantage of ſurmaunting what muſt be a Temp- 
tation even to a Man of your Sanctity; for if 
my Notions of Providence and Human Nature 
be juſt, the former, for the Exerciſe of our 
Virtue, does not quite-extinguiſh the Paſſions. 
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in the latter, otherwiſe ſuch Men as you would 
enjoy Heaven on this Side the Grave, which 77 
have often heard you ſay, was not, nor could 
be, the Caſe. Therefore I conclude that the 
Act of Charity I require at your Hands, will 
be meritorious even with Reſpect to yourſelf, 
in reſiſting a pretty ſtrong Temptation, ſuch 
as that of being in Bed with a Woman not at 
all, if my Glaſs does not flatter me, diſagree- 
able, and where there's full Opportunity, 
without Interruption, to indulge Senſuality. 
This is my Scheme, and which, with your 
Conſent, I intend to put in Execution, as the 
moſt powerful Temptation, conſidering the 
Diſpoſition of my Heart, which poſſibly I can 
be under, and of which the Reſiſtance will be 
the moſt meritorious Action of my Life. She 
Here left off ſpeaking, and, with down caſt 
Eyes, waited my Anſwer, which I was not a 
little puzzled how to frame. On the one 
Hand, I conſidered that the beſt of us all 
ought not wantonly'to throw ourſelves in Temp- 
tation's Way, truſting to our own Strength, 
which ſometimes comes far ſhort of what we 
imagine it to be. On the other Hand, prey 
to reject her Propþfal would not only, B 
en be a terrible Baulk to her meritorious 
C 3 Scheme, 
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Scheme, but Eikewife make her conclude that; 
having a Diffidence of my own Virtue, I durſt 
not put it to ſo ſevere a Tryal. After going 
through this little Circle of Reflections, I told 
her that what ſhe had propoſed was a Matter 


of the greateſt Conſequence, which I would 


not take upon me to determine, till I had the 
Opinion of others upon it; and accordingly I 
laid the Caſe before the Conſiſtory for the 
Cas reſervez, or reſerved Caſes, who, after 
much Debate, agreed that, if the Prieſt and 
his Penitent- could go through ſuck a Scene, 
without yielding to the Temptation,. and in 
fuch a Manner as to give no Scandal, or Um- 
brage to the Huſband, the Action not only 
ceaſed to be ſinful, but was, in ſome Reſpects, 
praiſe-worthy, and meritorious. Tho” this 
Determination of the Conſiſtory left me at 
liberty to comply with the Lady's Propoſal, 
yet as I had ſtill fome Doubts remaining, I 
was reſolved not to acquaint her, at leaſt ſpee- 
dily, with the Reſult, in hopes that Time, 
perhaps, might drive this Whim (for ſuch I 
really thought it) out of her Head; but F- 
was miſtaken, for it wrought upon her Imagi- 
nation ſo ſtrongly, that this very Morning ſhe 
wrote me a Letter, in which there were ſome 


warm 
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warm Expreſſions that made me tremble ; 
nevertheleſs as I was, under God and St, Fran- 
cis, confident of my Courage to withſtand all 
the Allurements of the Devil and the Fleſh, I 
thought there was no Danger in complying 


with what ſhe deſir d, only as a proper Means 
to exercife her Virtue and Modeſty. Fhis is a 


true State of the Affair, and as it will be made 
appear to be ſo, not only by the Declaration of 
the Community to which I belong, but like- 
wiſe of the Members of the Conſiſtory, your 
Fears, and Suſpicions, J hope, notwithſtand- 
ing the Situation you find us in; will ſubſiſt no 
longer; and as your Spouſe has been prompted 
to undergo this ſevere Tryal, with no other 
View but to obtain a Blefling upon the Nuptial 
Bed, and, by her becoming a Mother, to 
make you eaſy and happy, What a cruel thing 
would it be in you to miſ- interpret ſuch noble, 
and pious Sentiments? But if, by an Infatu- 
ation not to be accounted 2 or rather, by 
the Malice of dur common Enemy, whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to throw Diſeord between Huſband” 
and Wife, you prove unkind to your innocent 
Spouſe, or, by a Separation, give the World a 
Handle to blaſt her Reputation, I ſhall think 
n bound in J uſtice to vindicate her Cha- 
racter, 
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rater,” as well as my own, which muſt ſuffer 
in her being expoſed. I own that Adventures 
| ſuch as this, however innocent, are made the 
Subject of Ridicule by Perſons: of a certain 
Stamp, who are fond of Scandal, and therefore: 
could wiſh it were not made public; and 
this, Sir, more upon your Account than your 
Wife's, or my own; for be aſſur d, when the 
World is fairly informed of the Fact, with all 
its Circumſtances, the judicious Part of Man- 
kind will either condemn you as a raſn, impru- 
dent Man, or imagine that you laid hold of 
this Opportunity to get rid of a Wife with whom 
you had no Hopes of Iſſue, and who was, upon 
that Account, become your Averſion. For my 
own Part, whatever Turn this Affair may 
take, I am ſafe, baving the Authority of the 
Conſiſtory, and the Approbation of a calm and 
fafe Conſcience to ſupport. me in What L 
have done. All my Concern is for being thes 
innocent Cauſe of a Diviſion in your Family, 
and, perhaps, of your running Neadlong to ans 
ewn. Ruin, while you intend: that of ot 
Lwiſh, Sir, you may conſider ſeriouſly of what 
you have now heard, before you fix on a Reſo- 
Kition : Let not Paſſion, or Jealouſy, get the 


md * Reaſon; and take this along 
with: 
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with you, that your Wife is ſtrictly virtuous. 
Here the Prieſt ended his long, Diſcourſe, and 
by the Influence of his Rhetoric, the Huſband | 
only excepted, made himſelf as white as Snow 
in the Opinion of all preſent, who ery'd out, 
with one Voice, How raſh were we to judge 

uncharitably of this holy Man ! Come, Mr. 
Vimont, the Caſe is far from being ſo bad as we 
at firſt thought ;. let us retire till Father Domi- 

nick puts on his F. rock, and do you ſucceed him 
in a Poſt in which he made but a very poor Fi- 
gure. How happy would. it be for many honeſt 
Huſbands in this Kingdom, that their Wives 
had no other Motives of admitting Monks to 
be their Bedfellows in the Huſband's Abſence, 
than what, it ſeems, influenced Mrs, Vimont 
Soft, and. fait ry. Gentlemen, ſaid the, honeſt 
Merchant, Lam not naturally jealous, nor apt 
to entertain ,uncharitable Thoughts. where the 
Thing will admit of any favourable Conftruc- 
tion; but, in the preſent Caſe, Tam in a Manner 
bewilderad. On the one Hand, 1 have liſten d 
to a long unintelligible Story, at leaſt to me, 
of meritorious Reſiſtance of Temptations, in 
order to obtain a ſpecial Bleſſing from Heaven; 3 
but this Bleſſing could it be vbtaia'd hy no other 
Means than Father Dominick's going to Bed to. 
| my 
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my Wife? I have all the Reſpect in the World. 
for a Man of his Character, and I believe him 
to be a deyout pious Prieſt; but as my Wife 
knew very well that Infillibiſiry is not ſo-much 
as pretended to by the inferior Clergy, Was it 
not a monſtrous Imprudence in her, or rather 
Boldneſs, to throw herfelf into the Arms of a 
Man, whom, by her own Confeffion, ſhe 
loved! ? And had the Devil and the Fleſh, 
prevailed 1 in that critical Moment, I had, very 
bkely, had the Pleaſure of à Son without the 


Trouble of getting him. On the'other Hand, 


with all due Submiſſion to the reverend Mem- 


| bers of the Conſiſtory, I cannot approve of their 


Opinion, that an Action ceaſes abſolutely to be 
vicious, ' where the Intention is pure and inno- 
cent. One of the Petitions of our Saviour's 
Prayer, which, I believe, both they, and all the 


eaſuiſtical Doctors of the Church, will allow to 


be the beſt that ever was compoſed, directly 
clafhes with this Syſtem of its being not only 
kwful, but alſo highly laudable and mes itorious, 


to throw ourſelves into the Way of Tempta- 


tion for the Exerciſe of our Virtue ; and there- 
fore I conclude that Father Dominick and my 


Wife committed a very great Fault, (though 


or had no wicked Intentions) not only by 
act: 
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acting directly contrary to what | is expreſly en- 
joined us in that divine Form of Prayer, but 
alſo in giving me (in caſe I ever came to know 
of their having been in Bed together) but too 
juſt Cauſe of Suſpicion; for as L have ſtudied 
my Wiſe” 8 Conſtitution, and know that ſhe is 
capable of being moyed, and her Paſſion ſo 
wrought upon as to forget, i in certain Moments, 
every Concern but the preſent Enjoyment ; 5 
and as we all know that Monks and Fryars 
are made of Fleſh. and Blood as well as 
other Men, it will be no eaſy Matter to make. 
me believe. that they could keep up to their 
favourite Scheme of reſiſting ſuch powerful 
Temptation as that muſt be, where two Per- 
ſons young, healthful, and vigorous, warm'd 
with mutual Love, naked in a bed together, 
and invited by many Cireumſtances, which I 
forbear mentioning, to act what I ſhall not 
name. No, no, nothing below the Angelical 
Nature is capable of ſtanding its Ground againſt 
Temptations ſuch as this ; for where there's 
Fleſh and Blood, there muſt be Deſires, which 8 
excited by agreeable Objects, and Opportugi- 
ties offered to indulge; them, . Virtue muſt. 
yield to the Torrent, and quit the Field; and 
therefore, bir, continued be, addrefling him : 
| ſelf 


her matrimonial Vow, you'll oblige me, who 


be very forty to leave his Daughter in the power 


jealous, and void of all Sentiments of Religion, 


implicit Faith, as to attribute criminal Ap- 


there muſt be an univerſal Joy, at this Inſtant, 
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ſelf to his Father-in-law, if you are of Opinion 
that your Daughter has not made a Breach of 


am of a quite different Sentiment, to take her 
along with you *till I ſee a little farther into this 
Affair, or to be very plain with you, *till I ſee 

whether the Spirit, or the Fleſh, has prevailed, 
which cannot be well known *till nine Months 
hence. Mrs. Vimont's Father was one of thoſe 7 
good Sort of Men, who think it an unpardon- 1 
able Crime to ſuſpe& a holy Confeſſor of ſuch = 
a Trip as this, and would rather believe what 

he ſaid, than what he beheld with his own 
Eyes; for which Reaſon, without the leaſt 
Heſitation, he told his Son- in- la that he ſhould 


of one whom he looked upon as a Man madly 


ſince he continued dubious of his Wife's Vir- 
tue after what had been told him by a Perſon, 
in whoſe Veracity he ought to have ſuch an 


pearances, though ever ſo glaring, to Delu- 
ſions of the evil Spirit, who greatly finds his 
Account in throwing Diſcord betwixt a Man 
and his Wife; and to be ſure, continued he, 


in 
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in the infernal Regions, when one of their moſt 
obſtinate Enemies (for ſuch I take this holy 
Man to be) has the Mortification of paſſing, at 


leaſt in your diſorder'd Imagination, for the 


Author of what was contrived in Hell; but J 
ſhall ſay no more upon this Subject, and only 
aſſure you that my Daughter ſhall go along with 
me, and not come within your Doors again 
till you have made your Peace with Heaven, 
and recovered the Uſe of your Reaſon. Let us 
now retire into an other Room to give theſe 
two innocent Victims Time to put on their 
Clothes, after which you ſhall have no further 
Diſturbance by me or any of mine ; he then 


marched off, and the whole Company follow'd, 


expreſſing their Diſſatisfaction at the unchri- 


tian Behaviour of this jealous-pated Huſband, 


who, not having the Fear of God 'before his 
Eyes, had moſt uncharitably miſconſtructed the 
noble and pious Deſign of the holy Father Da- 
minick, and the virtuous Woman his Wife, 
who were very glad, I ſuppoſe, to get fo well 


cut of the Scrape. It was not long before they 


were dreſs'd, and made their Appearance in a 
Parlour, where the Company waited for them. 
The Monk made a ſhort, but pathetic, Speech, 
repreſenting the Concern he was under to find" 
. his 


\ 
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{his good Intentions ſo far miſtaken by Mr. Vi- 


vont, and that the Virtue of his innocent Spouſe 
ſhould be called in queſtion at a Time when 


ſhe was giving the nobleſt Proofs of it that hu- 
man Nature is capable of; but as he had Rea- 
ſon to believe that no Credit would be given 
to what he ſaid in her or his own Juſtification, 
he would refer that to the Work of Providence, 
which, in its own good Time, would, he 


doubted not, diſſipate the Miſt - of Error and 


Deluſion which, at preſent, kept Mr. Vimont 
from perceiving Truth; that it was his Buſi- 
neſs to go and proſtrate himſelf before the Altar, 
and endeavour, by fervent Prayer, to obtain 
that Mercy for him; after which he made a 
Jow Bow to. the Company, and walk'd off 
triumphant. Mrs. Vimont, who had not open'd 
her Mouth during the whole Conference, ap- 
proached her Huſband, and, with Tears in her 
Eyes, addrefled him in the following Manner: 


: Ir would be Folly in me to pretend, by any 
thing I can ſay, to cure a Man ſo ſtrongly pre - 
polleſs'd, that even the convincing Repreſent- 


tation of Father Dominick had no Effect, 1 


Mall not therefore attempt to remove your in- 
jurious Suſpicions of my Honour. Heaven 


5 will 


| 


Noailles and Tencin. 27 
will do my Innocence that Juſtice, and your 
| Conſcience will, ſome time or other, be your” 

Tormentor, for uſing a Woman with ſo mucu: 
Barbarity, who had no other View but your 
Happineſs in what ſhe did. - I cannot but take 
Notice of one Part of your Diſcourſe wherein 
you aſſerted your Knowledge of my Conſti- 
tution, and what an Aſcendant Paſſion, at 
certain Times, had over me. I will now con- 
vince: you of your Miſtake by declaring before 
Heaven; whieh knows the Sentiments of my 
Heart, that I have a natural Abhorrence. to 
what you. imagine I was highly delighted with; 
that any Raptures of Joy or Pleafure, which 
appeared in my Looks or Behaviour, were all 
feigned, and that I inwardly hated what I 
ſeemed outwardly to reliſh, only becauſe I 
knew it gave you Satisfaction; and the ſame 
Motive that influenced me on thoſe Occaſions, 
prevailed with me now to try an Experiment 
with a View to make. you happy, which has 
unluckily turned out to my Diſgrace, by your 
miſconſtructing my Intentions, and attributing 
to a vicious Inclination what was owing to a: 
more noble Motive. Time will, I doubt not, 
reſtore you to the Uſe of your Reaſon, and you 
will ſee, when too late, your own Folly ; for I 

| D 2 am 
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am glad to let you know before the Company 
who have been Witneſſes to this extravagant 
Scene, that as you have expoſed me in this 
publick Manner Tam reſolved never to cohabite 
with you any more, and if poſſible, never to 
ſee your Face again. Come, Father, faid ſhe 
turning towards him, Let us fly from this diſ- 
mal Houſe, the Manfion of Diſcord and Jea- 
louſy, and leave Mr. Vimont to indulge his 
Vanity with the pleaſing Thought of this grand 
Diſcovery, and how nobly he has reſented his 
Wife's pretended Infidelity. Adieu, Sir, may 
you ſoon be made ſenſible of your Injuſtice and 
Folly, which will prove a more ſevere Puniſh- 
ment than I, were I to have my Wiſh, could 
contrive. for you: With that ſhe made her 
Curteſy, walk'd towards the Door, followed 
by the whole Company, who each in their 
Turns threw. a Squib at the poor dejected Huſ- 
band, and who was in a Moment left by him- 
ſelf to think at Freedom of this odd Adventure, 
which ſoon came to the Knowledge of the 
Public, and was the Occaſion of many Tea- 
Table-Battles, carried to ſuch Heights by the 
contending Parties, that Volleys of Cups and 
Saucers were diſcharged in great Rage and 
Fury, and many a fine Lady laſt Blood in the 
« a Cauſe, 
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Cauſe, beſides a favourite Set of China daſh'd 
to Pieces which ſhe regretted more than her 
Wounds. This famous Adventure was ſoon 
ſpread through the whole Country with fo many 
Additions, and ludicrous Circumſtances, that 
the Parties principally concerned thought it 
convenient to let the Public know the real Sto- 
ry as I have here put it down. 


As I am reſolved, for my own Diverſion 
and no body's elſe, not only to throw in every 
now and then ſuch Reflections as I in my great 
Wiſdom ſhall think fit, but to jump all at once 
from the principal Story into Digreſſions, and 
turn back again with as little Ceremony as I 
left it, the only Reader into whoſe Hands this 
Manuſcript is likely to fall, will allow me, I 
hope, to gratify my Whim, or my Vanity, if 
ſhe pleaſes, becauſe I really think I have a par- 
ticular Talent in making curious Animadver- 
ſions, and am a Non-ſuch for Digreſſions. By 
May of Specimen of my Genius in the former- 
take what follows. | 


Maran Vinont in my humble Opinion was: 
either a Fool, or ſomething worſe. Toimagine that- 

Heaven would work a. Miracle in her Favour, 

| D 3 be- 
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becauſe, forſooth, ſhe had Virtue enough not to 
be a down right Proftitute, is a Piece of Pre- 
ſumption and Folly, which one would think even 
a weak Woman could not be guilty ef; and if 
ſhe really thought this Action meritorious, I 
muſt beg her Ladyſhip's Pardon if I claſs her 
among the non compos mentis Folks : So mu 
for one Side of the Queſtion. The other indeed 
puzzles me a little more; and to tell the Truth 
I know not well how to bring myſelf of with 
flying Colours. This ſomething worſe muſt be 
explained, and this Explication will, I fear, make 
the very devout Mrs. Vimont a downright Co- 
quette of the worſt Sort. --- Let me think a lit- 
tle of this. Yes. --- It muſt be ſo. Father 
Dominick had too much Penetration not to 
knew that her meritorious Refiftance of 
Temptation were Words of no Signification ; 
that is, he was to feign that he really and truly 
believed her Ladyſhip's Scheme was literally 
ſuch as ſhe repreſented it ; and if unfortunately 
he preſſed and ſhe yielded, as her Intention 
was pure and innocent, all the Blame was to 
be laid at the Prieſt's Door, who had behaved 
quite otherwiſe than ſhe expected. If this be 
allowed, as I think it muſt, to be her Lady- 
yo Plan, and on the other Hand, it be 


grants. 


Noailles and Tencin. 31 


granted that the good Confeſſor knew that all 
her Pretenſions were mere Grimace, What can 

one think of his expoſing himſelf to a Temp- 
tation, which, if he withſtood, would draw 
upon him her Indignation ? Would not he, if 
his Pretences to Piety and Virtue had been what 
he endeavoured to make the World believe, 
bluntly told her that he underſtood her Drift, 
and would by no means comply with her Re- 
queſt, for which Reaſon and many more which 
I ſhalinot now mention, had I been upon their 
Jury I would have very fairly brought them both 
in Guilty, — 80 much by Way of Reflec- 
tion, and to ſhow that I don't forget my Pro- 
miſes, I ſhall, after a ſe pretty little Stories 
about myſelf and a certain ſmart young Fellow 
which J am juſt in the Humour to relate, give 
you a Specimen of my digreſſive Genius. 


| You know, Madam, (now I think I am 
ſpeaking to you) that we Country Girls love, 
of all things in the World, the epiſtolary Way 
of being courted, for two good Reaſons: In 
the firſt Place, we ean read all the ſoft pretty 
Things that flow from the Pens of our paſſio- 
nate Swains, without diſcovering by our Bluſhes 
how well we are pleaſed; and in the next Place, 
| Ti- 
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Timidity, the Characteriſtic of a Man unac- 
quainted with the Ways of the Beau- Monde, is 
reckoned among us a diſtinguiſhing Mark of the 

fine Gentleman ; and as this is the Caſe, were 
it not for thoſe pretty Vehicles called Love- 
Letters, a young Fellow muſt languiſh for 
ſeven long Years before he dares venture to 
tell his Miſtreſs that he loves her, and *tis ten 
to one but his Declaration even then (tho' ſhe 
knew very well many Years before by his 
Looks, Sighs, and all the other Symptoms of a 
love-ſicx Heart, how the Caſe ſtoed with 
him) would throw her into Fits, fo that I 
may ſafely fay (and pray let it paſs for one of 
my own Reflections) that were our Country- 

To Modeſty and your Paris-Impudence blended 

= - together, ſomething very decent would ariſe 

4 from that Mixture, which might be made a 
ſtanding Rule for Lovers of all Denominations 
throughout the Kingdom. Such a Regulation 

as this would cure us of a monſtrous Notion, 
that if a young Fellow happens to be alone 
with a Lady, and does not directly tell her that 
ſhe has robbed him of his Heart, ſhe either 
thinks him a Blockhead who knows not how 

to improve ſuch an Opportunity, or that he 
FE LIM de- 
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deſpiſes her, and had he otherwiſe all the Ac- 
compliſhments in the World, ſhe would think 
him a Man of no Taſte. Now back again to 
my own Story, which I reſolve to begin at my 
16th Vear, for my Adventures before that 
are not worth writing. I happened one Day 
to be angling for Trouts in a little River that 
runs at the Foot of our Garden, which is a 
Diverſion I am much taken with, and have 
very often loſt my Dinner in Purſuit of it. Ae 
this Day was very hot, and J a little fatigued 
with my. Exerciſe, I laid me down upon the 
| Graſs in a very private convenient Place, about 

a Mile below our Houſe, and fell faſt afleep. I 
dreamt that I was ſtretch'd at my full Length, 
cloſe by a purling Stream, which was very true; 
and methought after a ſhort Symphony of the 
| moſt harmonious: Muſic I had ever heard, a 
Youth aroſe out of the Middle of the Stream, 
ſo charmingly handſome, that I could have 
| ſwore he was the God of Love, had I not con- 
ſidered that Cupid is a blind Boy, and has be- 
ſides no Intercourſe with our Water Nymphs. 
After he had remained ſome time gazing at me, 
which I very well obſerved, tho my Eyes were 
ſhut, he went to the oppoſite Bank where 
he found a Ziſhing-Rod, how it came there is 
4:39:99 what 
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what I am not to account for, and began to 
tempt the ſimple finny Tribe with his deceitful” 
Fly, but, to my great Surpriſe, no fooher was 
the unhappy Victim dragged to Land; but with 
a gentle Hand he freed it from the entangling 
Hook, and reſtored the gaſping Creature to its 
Element again. This Clemency is, no Doubt, 
thought I within myſelf, a Reprimand for my 
Barbarity in taking away the Lives of thoſe 
harmleſs little Trouts ; and this Dream had 
ſuch an Impreſſion on my Mind that ever 
ſince the Thoughts of deſtroying any living 
Creature were ſhocking, and from that Day I 
renouneed my favourite Amuſement ; but to 
return to my Angler, who ſoon, I thought, 
ſet about catching other Things than Trouts, 

for having lengthened his Line, it reached to 
the Place where I lay, his Hook catched hold 

of my Petticoat, and finding myſelf ready to be 
pulled into the River, I gave a terrible Shriek, 
which awoke me, and glad I was to find it was 
but a Dream, but greatly ſurpriſed to ſee a 
young Man ſitting on the oppoſite Bank, the 
very Picture of what I had ſeen in my Sleep. 
For ſome Moments he gazed on me and I on 
him, without either of us ſpeaking, and had 


he not at laſt broke Silence, I ſhould have 
thought 
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thought that I was till dreaming. Madam, 


faid he, in a pretty ſoft liſping Tone, (which 
I always thought ſo agreeable that I often affect- 
ed it myſelf) I was very much concerned to 
think that ſome very diſagreeable Dream had 
difturbed you in your Sleep, and the loud 


Shriek which you juſt now gave makes me 


conclude, that you fancied yourſelf in ſome 


great Danger; and Iam apt to think, continu'd 
be, ſmiling, you imagined that Neptune or 
| ſome of the River Deities having from their 


watry cryſtal Dwellings eſpied, as they thought, 
ſome Sylvan Goddeſs, were come to ſeize on 
you: I neither dream'd of Gods nor Goddeſſes, 
reply'd I, but of a young Man very like your- 
ſelf who had hooked me inſtead of a Fiſh, and 
was, I thought, hawling me into the Water, 
where he ſtood himſelf, and perceiving you 
when J opened my Eyes, fitting on the Bank, 
till you ſpoke I was not very ſure whether I 


was awake or not, and to this Minute I am 


at a Loſs what to think of this ſtrange Dream; 
but I have a Nurſe who explains all our Dreams, 
I will go and conſult her, with that I roſe up to 
be gone. Madam, faid he with a languiſhing 
Look, you need not give yourſelf the Trouble 
of going to conſult - your ' Nurſe about the 
MMean- 
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Meaning 0 this Dream. As fam pretty well 
verſed i in that Science, if you'll be fo good as to 
remain a lute longer \ where you are, I will en- 
deavour to explain it, and at the ſame Time 
acquaint you with ſomething that happened to 
me as I was coming to take the Diverſion of 
Angling, which, in my Opinion, very clearty 
explains- this - myſterious Dream of yours, at 
3. iſt I find one Part of what an old Woman toll 
me but too true, and would fain hope that the 
laſt Part of what I think I. may call a Prediction 
may prove as true as the other. Very wwe well 
thought I within my ſelf, 1 foreſee where this 
Prophecy will land, a Declaration of Lobe! 
dare ſay in a parabolical Way; ; for to tell me 
downright he loved me, was againſt the Laws of 
Modeſty, and the Cuſtom of the Country, as 1 
have already ſaid; and to ſpeak the plain Truth, I 
wiſh'd that 1. might not be deceived, for I felt 
certain little Motioris and Flutterings about my 
Heart which I had never felt before; and when 
I was going I ſhould have been moſt terribly 
vex'd had he not preſſed me to ſtay a little 
longer. When T had made my little Tour of 
Reflections, which was finiſhed in the twink- 
ling of an Eye, for ! uſually do a great deal 


that by wad in a very Tmall Time, I told my 
angling 
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angling Spark, that as I was very curious to hear 
| marvellous Stories, I would liſten to his, pro- 
vided it was not of. the Length of a Sermon. 
No, no, cry'd he, with quite a different Look 
from that which he put on when I was going 
to leave him. This old Sybi/ pronounced my 
Doom in a very few Words ; You are going, 
young Man, faid ſhe, to amuſe yourſelf with 
catching Trouts, but on yonder Bank lies a 
beautiful Nymph who will catch you at the 
Expence of her own Freedom. Thus pro- 
nounced the Oracle, and as I believe you, Ma- 
dam, to be one of the Naide Nymphs, whom 

perhaps I ſhall never have the Happineſs of ſee- 
ing again, I cannot be juſtly accuſed of Impu- 
dence, and of breaking in upon the Rules 
- which Cuſtom has eſtabliſhed in this Corner of 
the Country, by declaring that you will carry 
my Heart along with you. I am, tis true, 
caught, miſerably caught, but how you are 
to loſe your Liberty ſtill remains a Myſtery. 
1 could not help ſmiling at this ingenious In- 
vention of treating me as a Sea-Nymph, that lie 
might not tranſgreſs the Rules and Cuftoms 4- 
mong us, and to ſtop the Progreſs of his De- 
clarations, or rather to let him know that I was a 
Vox. I. 5 1 
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Mortallike himſelf, Ifreely told him my Name, 
and he in return told me his, which was the Che- 
valier de Miremont, -whoſe Father I had ſeen 
ſometimes at our Houſe, but never the Son, 
tho” our Eſtates and Houſes were but a few 
Miles diſtant. This young Gentleman had 
but lately come from Paris, where he had been 
ſent for his Education. Tho' IL am forbid, 
Madam, faid he, by a very whimſical Cuſtom 
which prevails in this Country, to talk to Miſs 
Biron-as when I believed her to be a Goddels 
of Neptune's Gourt, yet I think it will be no 
-Crime-to declare that nothing on Earth could 
give me ſo much Joy as to find myſelf deceived 
in my firſt Opinion, for Reaſons I ſhall not 
now preſume to mention, otherwiſe than by 
the Language of my Eyes, which are not com- 
prehended in our rigorous Cuſtoms, but which, 
I hope, will ſufficiently explain the Sentiments 
of my Heart. No more of the tender Strain, 
Sir, laid I, interrupting him, as a Nai de ] di- 
verted myſelf with your Gallantry, but as I am 
nom a human Creature, and your Country- 
woman, I ſhould be ſorry you gave me Occa- 
ſion to look upon you as a young Man who 
had loſt in Paris, by the monſtrous Cuſtoms 


of that wicked City, what we Women i in this 
re- 
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retired Country look upon as the moſt valuable 
Accompliſhment of your Sex. Your. good 
Opinion of me, Madam, is the Height of 
my Ambition, and I will take Care to pre- 
ferve it as T would my Life; with ſuch 8enti- 
ments as theſe you may be affured that I never 
will preſume to tell you the Situation of my 
Heart, but in the Manner which Cuſtom au- 
thoriſes, Well, well, faid 1 laughing, when 
that happens I will Live you a Recipe; an4now- 
as we have clear d up alt our Myſteries, it 10 
proper that we retire to our reſpective Habita-- 
tions. I hope, Madam, faid he, you'll gie 
me Leave to roſs, this little River, and- to 
walt u n you ome 1 by o Means; anfwer d 
I, for beſides that I have but a little Way to gor 
and that there's 0 Danger of Rapes or rave- 
venous Beaſts in theſe peaceable Fields, were 
any o 'ofr my Family to lee ydu in my Company, 1 
ſhould | be. at A Lofs how to accotint for my ha- 
icked up a Stranger ; fd that I deſtre, Sir, - 
ot; make the beſt e but I ſoon 
chavged my Note, for ſcarce had I pronounced 
the laſt Orders, when a monſtrous Bear leaped 
out of a Woqd about a hundred Paces from 
the River, and n towards me: I ſcreamed. 
out with all ny Fe 8 and had not rr 
W IIA OV 0 » valies- 
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valier jumpt into the Water, and rather flew 8 
chan ran to the Place where I ſtood pale and 
' trembling, I doubt not but I ſhould have wet 
my Legs and Petticoats too to get over to his 
Side. My Protector had by good Luck a 
Hanger, which he drew with all the Calmneſs 
of a General, and beg'd of me to be perſuaded 
that he would defend me while he had a Drop 
| of Blood in his. Veins, I was half dead already 
with Fear, fo that I did not ſo much as thank 
him for his generous Intentions ; and when 
that terrible Creature and he came to Action, I 
ſwoon'd away and did not recover out of it, 
till the Chevalier, . who, had killed our Enemy, 
tqok up ſome Water out of the River in his 
Hat, and threw it upon my Face. It is not 
eaſy to imagine my Horror, when recovering 
my Senſes and Sight, I ſaw the Chevalier as 
well as the Ground where the Battle had been 
all covered with Blood; this Sight had like to 
have thrown me into a ſecond fainting Fit, 
. not doubting but my. generous Deliverer was 
| mortally wounded. I am afraid, Sir, ſaid I 
in a faint Voice, that your Courage has coſt 
| you dear, and that you'll inwardly accuſe me 
_ as the Cauſe of your Diſaſtre. I'm ſorry, Ma- 
dam, replied he with Vivacity, that you have 
ſo 
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ſo mean an Opirschr of me as to imagine p 8 
would ' regret the Loſs of all my Blood, in yout 
Defence; the Wound which I haverereivedfrom, 
the Bear is but a Trifle nat worth” dg 5 
my only Concern is to have you perfe; 1 55 
covered from the Fright : this. Adventure hs 
thrown you in, and to ſee you;in.a Place of ot. 
Safety. As there may be more of thoſe ! a e 
tures in yonder Wood, I. hope you'll, Ach no. 
Diffeulty now of: allowing me to wait p97 
you home. Such a Benefactor as. you 542. 
2 Right to command, tho my own. Intereft 
were not concerned in what you require z 14: 
cept of your Offer, not ſo much out of Feat 
of being attacked by more of .thoſe rayenous 
Creatures, as with a View. to get 1 EY, 
dreſs'd, and to let my, 4 know, w what's. 
ſignal Service you have done me, Neg utifefs 
F very much alter my Thoughts, 1 not F 
ſpeedily forget. Madam, Gig 9000 e Tg 
of doing you A Service i is an ample R 
itſelf, and I beg you would, not. put Hack K 
Trifle as this pon the footing of. ig ea | 
vice, or ſu much as mention, it it to any of, yo. 
Family, for 1 ſhould be. aſhamed. 0 
Thanks for what 1 did in my own. 5 


well as n and Which (as, e 
11 ir Ed ;v: 2 | "ha 


C * $22 2 


412 The Avventorrs of | 
than killing a Beaſt who had no Arms but his 
Claws): is none of thoſe glorious Exploits that 
may be recounted and far lefs boaſted of. I on 
bad. ſhewed for his Life to fave mine, and ſtill 
more to ſce that he was not at all vain upon the 
Action- I already mentioned ſome extraordi- 
mary Motions and Flitterings of Heart, which 
as much Novice as I was in Matters of Love, 
I could eaſily perceive were ſome of the Blind 
Boy's cunning Tricks, who found me, I ſuppoſe, 
- very proper Subject to try Experiments upon; 
and to tell the Truth this Chevalier, even be- 
_ fore, his, gallant Defence of my Life, had in- 
ſpired me with an extraordinary odd Sort of I 
1 don't Know what, Lmean, Idid not know at that 
Time what to make of it, but thank my Stars 
I did not long remain in a State of Ignorance ; 
_ for after he had diſpatch'd our Foe, my Heart 
geek d with Generoſity, or ſomething elſe, 
"plainly. teld me chat, in ſpite of Reaſon, and 
.all . 20 Powers, it was his and would be 
, and would have forced my Tongue to tell 
me had 1 not bit it every Time that it at- 
N e out FR eee N 
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Wann; We were Aatpreagyacar our Houſe, 
and out of Danger's Way, 'the:Chevatier;avho 
| had been, I ſuppoſe, biting his Tongue as wel 
20 L, to keep it under due SubjeRtion, told me, 
after a deep Sigh, nay indeed half a Doren, 
(which I have been told is the common Prac- 
tiſe of Gallants when they take Leave of their 


Dullliniat) that as I had now nothing to fear, he 


would importune me no longer with his Pre- 
ſence, and ſaying ſo he made a ful Stop, and 
you know in Civility I muſt do ſo to. For a 
Minute, or may be longer, we ftood lite two 
| Statues, and ſeemed to have loft not'only the 
* Uſe of our Tongues; but alſo of all our Senſes. 
I was more than once tempted to burſt out a 
laughing, for I am none of thoſe" weeping 
Lovers who cannot laugh when a Jeſt comes in 
their Way, tho? I believe I am as capable Gf a 
ferious Attachment as other Folks.” At laſt the 


"= ; Works, which he left me to uh- 
riddle: 7 have vel this Day a und thich 

1 believe is mortal; becaufe the oily Phyfitidit who 
con cure me muft not know my Cafe ; which faid, 
Ins and turn'd about to 
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have it, juſt a 
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 be:gone.. My Pride ſaid, Let him 80. Some - 


thing elſe pxeſſed mie to call him back; the former 
made me. duſh@qthe,. latter , made mie figh, 


md of Contradiftion was I 
in chat wobappy | loment ?. Where, the Conflid 


would have ended, I, know not; b but 1 verily | g 
believe that wnaccouniable. Somethi ung. would haye e 


got the better of A adh Hp s Pride, and I. 
ſhpuld. haye; been ſilly enough to have called to 
him to face about, but, as good 1 Luck would © 
was going to give the Word 
of Command, 1: happened to caſt an Eye to- g 
wards gur Houſe, and ſaw my Father with an- 
other n coming our Way, Fe or Hea- 
ven's Sake, Sir dl, turn back, Here 
comes my Father, who would t think it very odd 
to ſee a Man retiring from me the Moment! he i 
appeared; if you are poſitively reſolved not to 
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80 to our, Houſe, tho „1 think the Canby 
you are now in requires ſpec tance, f 
will look better toy. tell bim yo owrlelt 7} Faq: 
deſire to be excuſed, and your. "doing. 4 6 1 
very, much oblige me. Thats. more than” 
enough, Madam, ſaid he, not only to 6 gaze 
me to go to your Houſe, but eo the 77 of the 


World; ſo back comes he, and forward go: we 


hand in hand.” The Malen bs mee 
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that, ſaid I within myfelf, and put alſo in your 


Memorandum Book the Mortal Wound, and 


the Unconſultable Phyſician. Poor 1 
thou ſhalt neither go to the World's End, nor 


die without a Cure, if I can help it. IJ hope the 
Reader will not forget that this is faid within 


myſelf. Now imagine to yourſelf my Fathers 
Aſtoniſhment when he ſaw me quietly led by 


a Gentleman whoſe Clothes were all bedawbed 
with Blood, and he himſelf pale with the Loſs: 
of his own; and I believe had I kept filent any 
Time, he would have fancied it was a Viſion, 

but I ſoon convinced him that what he ſaw 

was real, and in a few- Words told him our Ad- 
venture, not forgetting, as may be very well 
imagined, to extol the Valour of my generous 

Defender; Gratitude called upon me to do 

him that Juſtice, and I can tell you, but let it 

remain a Secret betwixt us, that Vanity, the 

general Foible of the Fair Sex, came in for 3 

Share, I verily. believed that, without Flat - 

tery, I might rank myſelf among our firſt-" 

rate Female-Orators, and to be ſure I was glad 
of this Opportunity of letting my Chevalier ſee 
to what a bright Goddeſs he had vowed himſelf 

a Slave, But to return to my Father : Though 


he was a Man of a ſevere, rigid, and, in ſhort, 
2 


* 
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a: moſt tyrannical ill-natured Temper, (I know, 
to whom I give ſuch a hideous Picture of him 
who gave me Life) yet on this Occaſion he be- 
haved much better than I expected, for he 
loaded the Chevalier with Compliments of an 
Ell long, and inſiſted abſolutely on his going | 
to his Houſe, from whence he ſaid he would 
ſend an Expreſs directly to acquaint his F. 2 

ther where he was, and what had happened. . 

ſweat upon my Honour that nothing could haue 

happened that pleaſed me ſo well as this Invita- 
tation, except the Chevalier's frank Accep- 
tance ; and I believe had he watched my Coun- 
tenance at that Inſtant, he would have ob- 
ſerved a Vermillion in my Checks that would 

have let him into a Secret, which I did not. in- 

tend he ſhould know ſo ſoon; but whether he 

did or did not obſerve me, I cannot ſay, but he 

was diſcreet enough not to let me perceive, even 

by his Looks, that he had taken the leaſh No- 
tice of the Joy that appeared in mine. My. 

Father's firſt Care, hen we arrived, was to 

ſend for a Surgeon to dreſs the Chevalier's 

Wound, which was larger than could have been 

imagined, conſidering the ſmall Account he 

himſelf made of it. This curſed Bear had 


drove his pointed Tuſks pretty deep into his 
left 


N 
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left Shoulder, arid you may judge of my Con- 
cern, when aſking the Surgeon, after he had 
gone through the firſt Operation, what he 


thought of it, he ſhook his Head and retired, 
and ſo did I to my Cloſet, having a very great 


Weight upon my Spirits, which I thought 
few Tears would alleviate, and that the Cure. 
might not fail by Interruption, I lock'd my- 
ſelf in, and cried till T was half blind. In my 
Solliloquy (for in that you may be ſure I did 
not deviate from the common Practice of my 
Ve), 1 bgm wit Hey Dream ede Wake. 
Side, which I related with as much Exactneſs 
as if I had been telling it to Perſons who knew 


nothing of the Matter. My next Employment 
was to draw a very exact Picture of my imagi- 


nary Charmer in the Water, and compare it | 
with the real Chevalier fitting on the Bank, 


and to my very great Satisfaction I found that 


the former was but a Copy in many Things far 
ſhort of the Original. Upon this Diſcovery I. 
broke out into the following rapturous Queſti- 
ons and Anſwers : Love; O cruel Love Why. 


raiſeſt thou ſueh Tumults in my Breaſt ? Be- 
cauſe T love'Miſchief. Is this the fatal Day that 


Cupid choſe to pierce my tender Heart? To 
* ſure, Unhappy Wretch ! What Madneſs 


drives 
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drives thee on? Youth and Want of Thought. 
Art thou ſure of Love for Love? No. Will 
Not thy Father oppoſe thy Happineſs though 
every thing elſe ſhould prove favourable ? Yes. 
What do'ſt thou then propoſe ? Nothing. 
- . Wilt thou not prevent thy Ruin by cruſhing 
this Paſſion before it grows too flgong ? I don't 
think I can. Here's enough in all Conſcience 
to ſhew what a Progreſs I had made in a few 
Hours ; and it may be fairly concluded that had 
I gone on with the ſame Rapidity, before the 
Week was half over, a Mad-houſe would have 
been a very proper Habitation for me. But 
here it comes into my Head to tell you, by the 
bye, that my Mother had taken all poſſible 
Care not only to give me a Chriſtian Educa- 
tion, but alſo was for ever praiſing the Mo- 
naſtic Life, and ſetting forth the Happineſs of 
thoſe who retired from the World, no doubt 
with a View to make me fond of being a Nun, 
not ſo much, I dare ſay, out of regard to my 
Soul, as to get me off her Hands with a trifling 
Sum, which could not be done in the Caſe of 


Marriage. I ſhould not have judged ſo raſhly 
of her Intentions, but that her Behaviour in the 
Sequel put the Thing out of Doubt; and tho? 
| Thad no laclination ** yet to pre- 


vent 


* 
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vent being teized "from Wlörning to-Night}I 
ſhould have at laſt conſented to ſhut myſelf up 
for Life, had not this Adventure happened, 
which e a altered m my Way of 'thinking.'-But 
no to proceed: While I was talking to my- 
elf in be Clofet, che poor Chevalier, by the 
Surgeon- s Ole ry Was" obliged" ee go to Bed, 
where, as he told me afterwards, he had 
ſome Sdliloqtiles much” of a piece with mine, 
though not quite ſo extravagant. I ſhall paſs 
over à bad Wb ghtꝰs Reſt, that you know is com- 
on the * Night of 5 being in. Love; 
neither Thall 1 Rode? you with a Deſcription 
of my. next Mornings early Walk in a ſolitaty 
Gtdye, where I hung over the Head of a 
Warbliri g Fountain, with a Late in my Hand, 
Cltentae the Murmurs of the Ware. The 
_ Chatins" of this romantic Place, joined to 
che Facility that T Rave been always. told, and 
row find by Experience, Perſons touched with 
che Diſtemper of Love find to ſpeak in Rhime, 
I prepated my Late and ſung the following 
: Words; Which T need not e an * 
e or 1 A e 
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Wu ſilver Andes o chryftal Stream, 
Cupid threw a poiſem d Dart; 

Aud ſball I not his Malice blame, 

do drove it thre my Heart? 


II. 


But fince the cruel Mort is dne, 
© PU make but this Requeſt ; 
Dat Venus would command her Sen, 
"To pierce young Mirmont's Breaft. _ 


Tuo' I greatly indulged my melancholy 
Diſpoſition of Mind in this agreeable Solitude, 
and was more delighted with the Morning 
Songs of the happy plumed Race than my own, 
yet ſtill the Thoughts of the Chevalier's 
Wound were uppermoſt, and every Moment 
was an Age till I was informed how he had 
paſſey- the Night. With this View I left the 
Garden, and who ſhould meet me as I was 
entering the Houſe but the Surgeon, whom, 


„ FThe Name of the little River where the wet with the 
with- 


N bailles and Tencin. 5 
without ſo much as the Ceremony of a Good- 
morrow, I directly interrogate about his 
Patient. I have not as yet given his Wound a 
ſecond Dreſſing, faid he, and all J can tell you 
is, that having ſlept but very indifferently, he's 
a little feveriſh this Morning, which makes 
his- Caſe the more dangerous; but I am going 
to prepare a Medicine which I hope will pre- 
vent his Fever from coniing to any Height, and 
away be went, as 1 wy Chamber with 
a _y Heart, 


ns” Father had ſent a ee to the 
Marguis de Mirmont to acquaint him of his. 
Son's - Misfortune, that Gentleman with his 
Lady and their eldeſt Son arrived before Din- 
ner with a Deſign to take the ſick Perſon a- 
long with them; but as his Fever was much 
increaſed, the Doctor was abſolutely againſt 
tranſporting him; and my Father joined him- 
with ſo much Frankneſs, that it was deter- 
mined he ſhould remain ſome Days at our 
Houſe ; fo that his Father and Brother return'd 
in the Evening: As for the Mother, Lein 
extremely fond of her ſecond Son, ſhe” would 
by no Means leave him, and made a handſome 
Ls to my Father upon the Trouble 
EN | which 
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which, her Family. gave. h, to which he am 


1 155113 I 4 ores 
11 | 311343 ;J 


pr —— 5 le . whimſical, ot 
10 ſpeak more properly, Nature has endowed 
me with ſuch an Art of diſguiſing my real Sen- 
timents, that tho IL was plunged over Head 
and Ears in Anxiety and Grief, my Behaviour 
in Company gave Occaſion to ſome Reprimands 
from my Mother, for appearing to be ſo little 
affected with the young Gentleman's Misfors 
tune, which would not have happened, ſaid ſhe, 
had he abandoned you to the Fury of that rave- 
naus Bear. Tis very true, Madam, replied I, 
in a very cool ſedate Manner, that had not the 
Cheralier encountered my Foe, in all human 
Probability, T ſhould have been roughly 
handled ; and putting the Thing in that Light, 
Jam, no Doubt, obliged to him; but as no- 
thing eſtabliſhes a young Gentleman's Chara 
ter more than to give early Proofs of his Cou- 
rage, does not the Perſon who furniſhes him, 
either by Deſign or Accident, an Opportuni- 
ty of ſignalizing himſelf, not only deſerve his 
ewn'Thanks, but of all who wiſh him well? 
And if this be allowed, and ſure I am it will, 
A e by the Male d 
| | may 
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may not J conclude that, every thing duly con- 
ſidered, the Ballance is in my Favour? All I 
could have loſt was Life, and he has gain'd, 
what's preferable, Reputation. As this is my 
Way of thinking about this Affair, I ought to 
appear gay and joyful rather than otherwiſe, by 
which I expreſs a real Satisfaction at his Hap- 
pineſs, and, as it were, ſhare with him in the 
pleaſing Ideas which always accompany gallant 
Actions; for to be grieved at the Indiſpoſition 
which he labours under, is to be ſorry: for the 
Occaſion of his acquiring immortal Fame 
which conſtitutes the Felicity of great Souls - 
Many Inſtances might be adduced both in an- 
Gent and modern Hiſtory, of Perſons who chear- 
fully ſacrificed their Lives to immortalize their 
Memories; and'tho* ſome are pleaſed to ima- 
gine, that to have any. Regard to what Poſte- 
rity may think of us, is the Quinteſcence of 
Quixotiſm, yet I humbly differ from. them for 
two very good Reaſons. In the firſt Place, it 
muſt greatly ſhock one in their laſt Moments, 
if they are conſcious that Poſterity will, by an 
impartial Survey of their Actions, think of 
them with Horror; and, on the other Hand, 
what Satisfaction muſt it be. to one going out 
of the World to think. that After Ages charm'd 

kn te TO 
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with his Virtue, will make Mention of him as 
a Pattern ſie for Imitation. As there is in tho 
former Caſe a gloomy Proſpect that renders 
Death ſtill more frightful, ſo in the latter there's 
an agreeable Viſto-that ſweetens the bitter Pill. 
And ſince I am, I don't know how, got into 
the | philoſophical Strain, I muſt beg my dear 
Mamma's Patience till I quite, empty m 
Budget, which will be very ſoon dene as:Þ have 
only. this to add, that I think Grief for the 
Death of Relations or Friends, one of the 
moſt extravagant Cuſtoms, not to ſay worſe, 
that the World abounds with; for take which 
Side of the Queſtion you will, you muſt be e- 
qually pinched. Are they happy after Death ? 
We ought to rejoice. Are they miſerable? 
It is in conſequence of a juſt Puniſhment; and 
ag, in their condemned State, they are the Ob- 
jects of God's Wrath, they ought not to be 
the Subjects of our Grief, otherwiſe than to be 
forry that they were guilty of ſuch Actions as 
made them deſervedly wretched; and even this 
Sorrow carries a Mixture of Joy along with it, 
in ſo far as it affords us an Opportunity of con- 
ſidering that we muſt follow another Rpad than 
- they did to be happy hereafter. My God, 
1 my Mother, n What 

ſtrange 
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ſtrange Notions has this Girl got into her 
Head l Tho! I cannot conceive what the means 
by her metaphyſical Jumble of Wrath and 
Grief, Sorrow and Joy, yet there's ſomething! 
ſo uncommon and bold in ber abſtracted and 
wild Ideas, that I ſhall not be eaſy till I con- 
ſult with Father Ribault whether ſhe bas not 
uttered Things againſt Religion. Very well, 
thought I; now thou haſt brought thy ſelf into 
a fine Sorape; and tis ten to one but this Ny 
Son of Loca will, in Complaiſance to my de- 
vout Mother, make thee a Heretick, and order 
thee to make a formal Recantation of thy Heto- 
poems mans beſides, ſome Weeks Faſti 
and Prayer, and, perhaps, eonſidering 0 
Heinouſneſs of the Crime, a little Morning 
Exerciſe with # holy knotted Rope; which the 
| Godly call Flagellation. | Tho? I am a good 
Catholick, and have a juſt Regard for the Au- 
thority of the Church, yet as I cannot bring 
my felf to think that Heaven has made me a 
reaſonable Creature, without the Privilege of 
thinking and acting as ſueh, were all the 
Churchmen on Earth to tell me that I muſt 
think as my Fore-fathers did, tho' my W 
ſon plainly tells me otherwiſe, T ſhall beg to 


ho and unleſs this cunning; Jeſuit yy 
really 


8 
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really make it evident that IT am miſtaken in 
the Opinion that ſo much frightens my poar 
Mot\er, I will neither faft, pray, nor-whip my 
. felf, I can affure him. Such were my Senti- 

ments; but it may be eaſily believed that I 
took Care to keep them within my own 


Breaſt ; for had I mentioned any ſuch thing, 


my Mother, who good Woman gave an im- 
plicit Faith to whatever her. Confeſſor ſaid, 
would have thought me poſſeſſed by an evil 
Spirit, and I ſhould have been condemned to 
go thro” all the Ceremony of publick Exdfciſm. 
But *tis now time to ſhift the Scene, and con- 
tinue the Thread of my principal Story, which 
I ſhall abridge as much as poſſible, at leaſt the 
trifling Part of it, that T may enlarge a little 
when I have Matters of greater Conſequence 
to entertain you with. Our Aſculapius was 
as good as his Word in preventing the Encreaſe 
of Mr. Mir mont's Fever; and finding, upon a 
ſecond Drefling of his Wound, (that. it look'd 
better than it could well be expected, he 

with Joy in his Countenance to give us the 
good News, and did not fail to make us ſenſible 
of his Skill and Ability, upon which every one 
in their Turns made him a Compliment, and I 
multoy that rad binkberee elbe 


for 
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for Ae Days, the Chevalier, was. in a: Capdic, 
bhp fe leave. big Bed. 885 in three, more, ta, 

the Air in dhe Garden. As be had, a. Nurſe, 
who attended, him while he was, confined. to, his. 
Bed and Chamber, he had. found Means, by 
the powerful. 8 no Doubt, of a little 


Gold, to perſuade. this good Woman to. deliver. 
me a Letter, which ſhe performed fo dexte- 


rouſly: that found it in my Pocket without 
knowing how or which Way it had been con - 


vey d there; however I did not much trouble 
my, Head tq find out what Slight of Hand, 
hay, bpen made Uſe, of to deceive me; and 
to ſpeak, fincerely. I was. agrecably. farpriſeck = 


upon opening an la to een 
WA Mr AA 

KY | 
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ink 4 e 
in this Hauſs upon. ny Recouery, and am 
headed with congratulatory Compliments, little de 
my Friends know how far then miflate my Caſe; 
is true, that trafling Scratch. in my Shoulder gives. 
the no more Pain ; but I have. till a dem and. 
dargerout Hound, which canmet be cured but by, 
>} FO | the 
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ihe Perſin whi gave it. Tour Intereſt, Madam, 
with that Perſon is, I tnow, all-pewerful ; and 


without your generous Aſſiſtance I am hft, undone: 
"is impoſſible that a Lady, who has all the 


22 Charms that Nature can beſtow, can have a 


art Proef againſt Compaſſin, where * 
fich an Ohe as the afro ORs "Os. 


n de Mirmont: 


| Thad ſcarce finiſhed reading this Billet-dous 
when the ſame Mercury who had been the 
Meſſenger, appeared in the Form of his Nurſes 


and, falling on her | Knees, implored my 


ſhe had prevailed with to put a Letter in my 
Pocket while I was aſleep, which I hope, con- 


tinued ſhe, your Ladyſhip has found, and will 


be ſo good as to honour me as the Bearer of 
your Anſwer, which the generous good Gen- 
tleman expects with the utmoſt Impatience 3 
and which, reply'd I ſmiling, ſhould I refuſe, 
would be a Guinea out of your Pocket: Is it 
not ſo Nurſe? Yes, yes, Madam, he's as ge- 


nerous as a Prince; and I doubt not but if I 


am ſo happy as to deliver him an Anſwer, he'll 


nobly' pay the * Wels, well, Nurſe, as 
| "me 


Pardon to a Chamber-maid; naming her, whom 
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ke 1s rich, and you but a poor Woman, Tam 
glad its in my Power to oblige you, when it 
coſts me only the Trouble of writing a 8 
Words; upon which I went into m 

and wrote what follows, which I lea 1485 up 14 
gave to Nurſe, who wade but one Sey to Lond 


Door. T hols wo 7 . 
To the 8 Je  Miremens, 
7 | „„ | 4 44544;4 * 1 
> 7 1 | » 146) * REP * 0 


Irm Inereft WY the Perſon on whom Saba 
_ * -your Cure, be ſuch as you imagine, your Wound, 
tho ever fo deep, ſhall Joo be healed h; and 


to au,, myſelf, you may expec? all the Crone 
i whos ho x; Y.: 


ra te Bron 


* 


Tao OM or even ſerious Reflections 
are Things that I am not often troubled with, 
yet upon this Occaſion I fell into a very deep 
Fit of Revery ; and as I always ſpeak to myſelf 


when I am alone, here is my Harangue. Now. 
do I Py. ſee that my Deliverer and I are 


r 


„ going 


when you think fit to let me how to whom I amt \ 
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goiog/t0 take a Tip 10 the { "Loves, an 
and tho“ tis a hazardous Voysge, in whi } 
many have been ſhipwrecked, yet venture 1 
BY. "tis the Will of Kate. 1 hall ſoon have 
hd Letter: which. will tell me that 1 am 
ak Perſon whoſe. bright Eyes have given; the 
Wound, and which my kind Looks canon! 
cure. Shall I, in Imitation of other Women 
in the like Cafe, appear to be angry, or at leaſt 
treat all his Proteſtations as mere Words not 
to be depended on? Shall I tell him, (for to write 
= ſuch 2 een auld be a very, "RE 
Step). that if I thought . be were, ſeriou we 
would immediately ſbew his Letter to my Fa- 
der a and Mother,,. without Whoſe Approbation 
Was reſolved to, em bark in no. our; and 
that if he perſiſts in in his project of addre fling 
his Vows to me, his firſt Step ſhould. be to in- 
form his own Parents of his Deſigns, who, if 
they approved of them, would make 2 Propo- 
ſal to mine, on which J ſhould, no Doubt, 
have their Orters how to. "regulate wy, Co on- 
duct. Well; all this is mighty regu ular, bu 
mighty fat from the Route which my k 
traces out. Should your a and his Pane ſays 
any Heart, difapprove 'of the March, 2 Rea- 
fois of Intereſt, Whit miſt become of "the 


T 
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I muſt be made a Sacrifice, and let me tel you; 
that if I am miſerable, your Happineſs is at an 
End. A raſh Step now may, without Reme- 
dy, tuin all, whereas if you ll be conducted 
by my Advice, Time and the Viciſſitudes of 
human. Affairs, may put it out ' of: the Poer 
of Parents to make yourſelf and me miſerable; 
I would therefore have you lay aſide affected 
Indifference, frankly on to your Lover, how 
much he is in my guod Graces, leave the Care 
of his and your Happineſs to his Heart and me, 
and we will, in Spite of all Oppoſition, bring 
you together. Thus ſpoke the little Flatterer: 
And indeed leſs Rhetorick might have ſerved to 
prevail with me-to truſt to the Ability of ſuch a 
frilful Pilot. I had no ſooner come to this Re- 
ſolution, than enter Nurſe with another Epi- 
ſtle. What, ſaid I, do you bring back my 
Letter? Did not you find the Gentleman? 
Ves, yes, Madam, I found him; and your 
Ladyſhip will find, by this little Bit of Paper, 
that I am none of the worſt qualified in the 
World for doing Gentlemen and Ladies Ser- 
vices of this Kind. My Fortune depends upon 
the Anſwer I am to carry back. May Heaven 
| inſpire you to ſend ſuch a Letter as may be 
agreeable to the worthy 2 — z indeed it 
Vol. I. G were 
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were a Pity he ſhould be croſſed in any Thing; 
he's ſo lovely, ſo gentle, ſo humble, and ſo 
generous, that were I 2 Lady I know what I 
would do. He told me, That he would be 
| uneaſy till he eee aner-. 
but ſo prettily I tall never ſorget it, Good 
rſe, if you bring me ſuch an Anſwer as 1 
„ this little Purſe with what's in it ſhall 
RR own. I could not help. ſmiling. to 
think how eloquent the Proſpect of a Silk 
Purſe, . made this een Crea 
rein be ents dent in ebe 
malt criminal Negotiations; hut I was too im- 
patient to read my Letter to continue my Re- 
flections on Nurſe's Behaviaur.; I therefore 
retired to my Cloſet where I read what follows, 
and. with. the. fame Breath wrote an Anſwers, 
which I have ſubjoined to the Copy of the 
Cue valier's Letter; and here you have: them 
I IAN ee Diminution. N 
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78 peels a Looks EY des un 
inſormid you before now; how the Caſe is with 
me; "but ſince" they have been ſo'bad Interpreters, 
my Pen muſt, with a trembling Hand, plead the 
Cauſe of my poor wounded Heart, which from 
your fair Eyes received the fatal Blow, and from 
your Pity muſt: expe its Cure, You generouſly 
promiſed '. me t Affiftance when- you inew'the- 
Purſen; this you nw+ab.' Let me therefor lay 
Bold of that dear obliging Expreſſion in your Los- 
ter, ¶ Du may expee? all the Service in the Potuer 
of Felicite de Biron,] and hope that as it's in 
yeur Power to make the happieſt Mam living of 
the maft wr etched Creature upen Earth, you wilh 
nat deviate frum your: Promiſe 3 becauſe you are 
yuurſelf the Perſon who muſt promunce the bajpy 
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NE ell gun rie your Diese 
is uh. did wot expet?,' I Gould tell you 
Ace » Something v wit hin me unſwers, I br. p 
lieve, to ſomething | within you, to which I know 
ret "what Name 10 Boe, arcqht toe Mali call it 
Sympathy. My Heart is ſo much your Friend, 
—— — of my Reaſon,  that-. 
5" you. your "Found till be + 
_ſpeedily arid, if — * 
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þ che Ter being broke; — | 


Cuftoins of the Country duly complied with; 
WOW feverd 7 „ Ter“, in when mary 


pretty Things were ſald, and mutual Proteſtu- 
tions of eternal Love and Fidelity made: But 
1 muſt draw the Curt in on this happy State, 


and let you view us perſecuted like Criminals, 
and made the unhappy Victims of Ambition; 
The Death of an'only Brother, by an unhap- 


py al from his Bae of which the melan⸗ 
choly 
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ckoly News was ſent my Father from Paris, 
where my Brother then was, threw us into a 
terrible Conſternation, particularly my poor 
Mother who was ſo ſtruck with it, that ſhe 


fell ſick, and died about two Months after. 


My Father, tho' none of your fond Huſbands, 
ſeemed at firſt to take her Loſs very much to- 
Heart, but his Days of Mourning were but 
ſhort, and whether with a Deſign to contract 
a ſecond Marriage himſelf, or to procure. a 
Huſband for me, now become an Heireſs, I 
ſhall not pretend to determine; but after ſet- 
tling his Country Affairs, he told me he int 
tended to go and paſs the Winter at Paris, 
and ordered me to get myſelf ready in a 
Week's Time to accompany him. In my 
Days of Indifference, nothing would have 
pleaſed me ſo much as ſuch a Journey, but the 
Cafe was now altered, quite altered; and this 
cruel News, threw ſuch a Damp upon ny Spi- 
rits, that a ſudden Change appeared in my 

Countenance, which, by good Luck, my Fa- 
ther attributed. tu the Effects of Joy at that 
Time, but had Occaſion to alter his Opinion 
before we ſet out You. will readily believe, 
that I was not ſlow in acquainting the Chevalier 
wich this killing News, who ſent me Word, 
13 G 3 that 
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that he would come that Evening to an Arbour” 
in the Garden, where we had ſome private In- 
terviews, We were both punctual to the 
Hour, and both fo conſounded with the 
Thoughts of a Separation, that neither of us 
for ſome Minutes could pronounce a ſingle 
Word. At laſt, however, we got the Uſe of 
our Tongues, and after many doleful Com- 
plaints againſt Fortune and my Father, which 
J forbear repeating, knowing how tender- 
hearted you are, and beſides, I now re- 
flect upon that Part of my Life with Confu- 
ſion, not that my Thoughts or Actions had 
| the leaſt T endency to what is criminal, but 
that I ſhould have given Way to an Attach- 

Migfortunes, without conſulting wiſer Heads 
than my own, or even making the leaſt Shew 
of Reſiſtance; ſo. far from it, my Heart was 
an eaſy. Purchaſe, and I inliſted under Cpids 
glories in his Chains, and who forms a thou- 
ſand. imaginary. Pleaſures, which ſoon vaniſh 
and leave him a Prey to Remorſe and Deſpair. 
This little ſkipping from the Reſolution we 
came to upon this weighty Affair of a Sepa- 
ration ſtept in ſo a proper,” that I hope it will 
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be excuſed ; and now I return: In our wiſe 
Council, after very mature Deliberation, it 


was nemine contrallicente reſolved, that _ 
Chevalier ſhould inform his Mother of our In- 
clinations, who, as ſhe was doatingly fond of 
him, and her Huſband of her, he hoped would 
take our Cauſe in Hand, and prevail with his 
Father to propoſe à Match between us, which 
we very wiſely thought a moſt reaſonable Pro. 
ject, not at all conſidering that he was only 
the ſecond Son of a Family not extremely rich,” 
and I now an Heirefs to a conſiderable Fors : 
tune, which entitled me, in my Fathers af. 
piring Imagination, at leaſt to a Peer of the 
Land. We had no Notion — — 


Days that Parents would much ſooner chuſe to 


break their Childrens Hearts than loſe the Prof. 

pect of a flattering Alliance.” It is à Maxim 
you know, which Cuſtom has eſtabliſſied in 
this Part of the World, that Children have no 
Right to diſpoſe of their Hearts or Perſons; 


Parents take Care to inculcate this Doctrine 


from” the Moment they judge their Children 
capable of Inſtruction, or that an Iinpreſon 
cam be made upon their Minds, which increaſes 


as they advance in Years, and at laſt" looked” 


upon a8 à Duty ſo abſolutely" binding, that 4 


Girl 


— * 
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tom, give — Hand ne 
perhaps, hates, without the leaſt Signs of Re- 
luctance. Whether ſuch an abſolute Power 
in Parents is authoriſed by the Laus of Nature, 
may, I think, be very. juſtly called in Queſtion. 
Nothing can be urged in Defence of it, but 
that as they are the Authors, or, more pro- 
perly ſpeaking, the Inſtruments- of our Exi- 
ſtence, they have a juſt Title to the Diſpoſal 
of our Perſons, without conſulting our Incli- 
nations. I am far from leſſening the Parental 
Prerogative, tho I cannot allow it this exten 
ſwie Power, and my Reaſon is this; i rink | 
Religion we are taught that the Supreme Bei 
left Man to the Freedom of his own,, Will, 
and only laid before him Happinefs and Miſe- 
ry, as he obeyed or tranſgreſſed the Com- 
mand; in like Manner, Parents may and, 
indeed, ought to lay beſore their ildren all 
the Advantages and Diſadvantages of a Mar- 
riage Contract, which their Want of Expe - 
rience, and perhaps the Violence of Paſſions 
may prevent their adverting to, but to force 
g n, dee de them, 
Hunung 4 Power direct PPC 
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to the Method ef Prewadence, and wantonly 


perienee daily ſhews,” are — 26th: 
tal Conſequences, of which they muſt lool 
upon themſelves 4s the unhappy Authors, and 
at laſt have the Mortification to be made ſenſi- 
ble, that they” oonſulted their o.¼n mercenary: 
or ambitious Satisfaction, not the Happineſs 
of their Children. My Father's Conduct 
juſtifies my Opinion of this Matter. To this 
Hour I tremble, tho I am none of your en- 
tremely timorous Women, ben I reſtect on 
his Rage and Fury when I owned my Affection 
to the Chevalier, and what cruel Uſege' I mot 
with forlot v4 d ar nn my 


Heart. e ne ug 
A "he 25 J PI. 12 1 SLY N u 28 2 * 
— inſpited-the With ſuch Klos 


quenee that he ſoon prevailed with his Mother. 
to uſe her Intereſt with his Father, who, 
tho! he yielded to her Sollicitations, had no 
great Hopes of Sueceſs with a Man of my 
Father's' Character, and his Suſpicions were 
but too well grounded; for when the Marguit 
die Mirtmont matle the Propoſal, be bluntly cold 
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ly, 


faerifieing the 3 e ute | 
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ORE bad ether Views for His 
diſpoſe of her to à Gentlemian's f 
Son. © The Marquis was, no — 

| a. « Reception; but dffgulſed 
his Reſentment, ' I know, Sir, faid be, that 
your Daughter, as an Heeres may y Otaitre 
to a botter Fortune than wh!ͤ Tar! give” to 


my ſecond, or even my eldeſt'S6n W bat ber. 


Alliance with my F amily. I own, ori 
he, that the Diſproportion of Fortune, had I 
——— — — 
bene eppes, which I bug cane 8 depends 
_ upon thePoſſeffioni of yout lovely — wg 
previiled with me to take this 8tep, the rather 
becauſe I believe it will not be diſagrecable to 
the young Lady who is the Object of his 
Wiſhes," I cannot think, cry'd my Father, 
with'a violent Emotion, that my Daughter has 

ſo preſutnptuous as to receive the Ad- 
dreſſes of any Man without acquainting nie, 
and knowing my Pleaſure; but if ſhe has been 
ſo imprudent and undutiful, I will make wn 
ſenfible-vf-her'Folly, and you will do well, Sr, 
te do ſo too with verse be me whe 
expect to be my Son · in law, Nor ever deſits 

* to 
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to be ſuch, anſwered the Marquis with an Air 
of Indignation, if he conſults any. thing but a 
blind Paſſion:;. for my Part I chinł your Beha- 
viour ſo unbecoming a Gentleman, that I 
from ' this Moment renounce all Corteſpon - 
dence and Fxiendſtip with you, and ſhould 
probably take another Method of reſenting 
this Affront, had I not ſtrong Reaſons to the 
oontrary; and in ſaying this, he got up and 
leſt the Room, without giving my I. 
Fime to reply, which was very lucky, for it 

would have, no Doubt, been dictated 1 
Rage, and might have been the Occaſion of 
Blood · ſhed in the very Place where they were. 
The Marquis's ſudden Departure, without in- 


duiring ſor me, leſt me no Room ta doubt of 


the bad Succeſs of our Project; and it was not 
long before was but too well confirmed any + 
my. Conjecture; ſor he was not got a hundred 
Paces from, the Houſe, when my Father, Who 
had retired to his Cloſet, ordered me to be 
called, and tho my Conſcience accuſed me of 
no Crime, I went like a condemed Perſon. 
The Moment I entered the Cloſet he launched 
| ſuch a furious Look at me, that my Heart loſt 
all Motion, my Sight failed me, and 1 dropped 
e N the Floor without any * 
E ez; 
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can't tell, but when I recovered my. Senſes, I 
found myſelf lying in my own Bed, to which 
L had been carried by my Fathers Ordets. Such 
a Scene as this, one would think, could hardly 
miſs of moving à Heart that was capable of 
being moved; but as it convinced my Father 
that I had diſpoſed of mine without his Con- 
ſent, he only deferred my Puniſhment till 1 
was in a Condition to feel all the Rigour of it. 
When he underſtood that I was perfectly reco· 
vered, he came to my Chamber, and ordering 
the Maid who- attended me to retire, he thus 
addreſſed me. Were your poor Mother alive, 
what Affliction would it give her to find that 
the had brought into the: World à Child who 
had made ſuch a bad Uſe of all her Inſtruc- 
tions I am told that you have been carrying 
on a private Intrigue with the Marguis de Mire- 
rhont's Son, and 1 think I need no other Proof 
to convince me of the Truth of it, than the 
Guilt produced when I ſent for you. I com- 
mand you to let me know what Lengths this 
Affair is gone, that I may know the better what 
Courſe I am to take in order to avoid the Di- 
c 
1831 | | "Þ 
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This unjuſt Suſpicion of my Virtue at once 
baniſhed all my Terror, and provoked me fo 
heinouſly that, without Heſitation, I ſpoke to 
him in the following ſharp Manner. I am not 
ignorant, Sir, of che Neſpect which by the 
Laws of Heaven and Earth we are bound to 
pay to our Parents, and to my Knowledge I 
cannot accuſe myſelf of having ever failed in 
that eſſential Part of my Duty, and as little do 
[ think that any Action of my Life can have 
given you any juſt Ground of ſuſpecting my 
Virtue, which I defy even Malice itſelf to ſul- 
1. My Reputation is dearer to me than all 
earthly Conſiderations, and to ſee it attacked by 
my own Father is a thing ſo monſtrouſiy ſhock- 
ing that, not to reſent it, would be, in a Manner, 
confirming your unjuſt Suſpicions, to which I 
never will ſubmit let the Conſequence be what 
it will. As you gave me Liſe you may take it 
away, and I believe I ſhall have the Conſtancy 
to loſe it without upbraiding you with Cruelty, 
but to attack my Honour is deſtroying me here 
and hereafter, and I cannot tamely ſubmit to 
ſuch an Indignity without complaining. As 
for the Chevalier de Miremant 1. will honeſtly 
e 3 * u. me, 
Vox. I. joined 
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joined to his perſonal Accompliſhments have 
made an Impreſſion upon my Heart, and that if it 
be my Fate ever to enter into a married State, 
I ſhould be glad he were the Man; however, 
I can with the ſame Sincerity affirm, that 
while I have a Father, no Man ſhall be my 
Huſband without his Conſent and Approbation; 
and it was from this Knowledge of my Senti- 
ments that he, no Doubt, prevailed with his 
Father to make a Propoſal to you of an Alli- 
ance with his Family, which, for Reaſons beſt 
known to yourſelf, you have, I ſuppoſe, re- 
jected. I ſhall not preſume to enquire into your 
Motives, tis my Buſineſs to ſubmit, and to 
adviſe the Chevalier to abandon a fruitleſs En- 
terprize. I was greatly ſurpriſed that he had 
Patience to hear me tell my Story without In- 
terruption; and I obſerved ſometimes by his 
Looks that he was under violent Agitations of 
Mind, particularly when I was complaining, 
perhaps a little more bitterly than became me, 


_ of his i injurious Suſpicions; but you know how ) 
terrible it is to a modeſt Woman to be attacked 
in ſo tender a Part. After I had left off ſpeak- 
ing, he ſeemed for ſome Minutes to be wrapt 
up in a deep Contemplation; at laſt looking 
at 1 in _ Eyes: * Wretch, 
| h 8 
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cry*d he, who is not only impudent enough to 
own a Paſſion for a young Fellow, but to ex- 
elaim againſt her Father in Terms ſo little re- 
ſpectful, deſerves to have her Tongue cut out, 
that it may no more be the Interpreter of Sen- 
timents ſo ſhameful, baſe and injurious; but 1 
ſhall ſoon contrive another Method which will 
be a-greater Puniſhment to you than the Loſs 
of that worthleſs Member; in the mean 
Time make yourſelf ready to ſet out To- 
morrow Morning by four o' Clock for Paris, 
where I intend to lodge you in a proper Place 
for Ladies of your amorous Diſpoſition. Vou 
may lodge me, Sir; "anſwered! I, where yo 
think proper, as you have the intire Diſpoſal of 
my Perſem; but in the Midſt of a Dungeon 
my Mind will be free, and you will find that 
all the Cruelties you can invent, will not ba 
capable to make me ungrateful towards à Per- 
fon who ſaved my Life. I can eaſily foreſeeʒ 
continued I, that it would be loſt Labour ta 
plead for Mercy from a Judge who, feeling 
no natural Impulſes, breathes nothing but Re- 
venge and Puniſhments; but let what will 
happen, I am prepared, and will ſtill haue this 
Satisfaction to ſupport me under my Sufferings, 

that © am. not conſcious of having deſerved; 
| Ka them. 
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them, We ſhall foon ſee, cry*d he with the 
Voice of Thunder, whether this ſo much 
boaſted Courage of thine will ſtand the Tryal 
which it ſha!! Took be put: to, and with that 
left the Room, and me to refte&t on my diſmal 
Fate; difmal, indeed, on many Accounts. A 
Mother lately dead, a Father enraged, a 
Lover diſconfolate, and my own poor 
Heart almoft broke. Is thy Courage, poor 
unthinking Creature, faid I to myſelf, ca- 
poable of ſtemming ſuch an impetuous Tor- 
rent? And will it not highly divert thy 
cruel Father to find that thou art a 
Heroine only in Words ? Shall T then fall at 
his Feet, confeſs my Weakneſs, and implore 
his Pardon? Let me ſee. --- If I ſtand my 
Ground T am condemned to a Convent for 
Life, that's ſhocking. If I plead guilty, I be- 
tray my Lover and break my own Heart, 
worſe and worſe. Perhaps my Father, find- 
ing that nothing can ſhake my Conftancy, 
will, at laſt relent, and who knows but Hea- 
ven may touch his Heart. Fortune favours 
the Bold, and whoever keeps up to the ſtrict 
Rules of Honour triumphs at laſt. Be gone 
therefore ye ſlaviſh Fears.. Let Cowardice for 
ever be baniſhed from my Breaſt. Let me 
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ſtand the Shocks of Fortune with, a noble Cou- 
rage, and hope that Providence will difſipate 
the threatened Storm. Wonderful were the 
Effects of this ſententious Soliloquy: My Ima- 
gination was no longer ſtruck with the fright- 
ful Proſpect of What had alarmed me: My 

Mind was elevated with that inward Joy which 
flows from. a noble Reſolution, and my Heart- 
glowed with the pleaſing Thoughts of a gallant 
Defence of its Rights and Privileges: | Wrapt 
up in Sentiments ſo noble, ſo fublimns; (which, 
perhaps, you may call. enthuſiaſtic Raptures)_ 
you'll expect ſomething extraordinary in the 
Eetter you are now going to read, which Va- 
nity at that Time dictated, that my Lover 
might admire and imitate my Heroiſm, and 
which now, in my cooler Thoughts, appears 
to be the Product of a heated Imagination + 
But ſince I am reſolved not even to conceal my 
greateſt Weakneſles from you,. ſuch as.it is, 
here you have it. ES; 


$ 


. 
S 2 ” 
* * 
— 
q 1 ” 0 1 ” % 
* N * — 9 4 2 
% - . * 
1 5 * % 
. 4 ” ” 
D - 


The AbvßN TURES of | 


78 
Io the Chevalier de Miremont. 
FOUR Father's Reception from mine has, 10 
Doubt, highly provoked him, and afflicted 
you; and were I not perſuaded that you are not 
to be daſhed by little Rubs which we meet with in 
Life, I ſhould not, perhaps, acquaint you, that 
To-morrow Morning J go for Paris, where, pro- 
bably, I am to be a Priſoner for Life. I have 
reaſoned myſelf into a Staical Sort of Behef, that, 
in Love as in Religion, Perſecution is abſolutely 
neceſſary to keep us zealouſly attached to what we 
might otherwiſe turn very cool upon: We Women, 
particularly, have that pretty Turn in our Conſli- 
tut ian, ſo that my Father is very much out in 
| his Paliticks, if he imagines that ſhutting me up 
in a Cloifter will baniſh yen from my Heart. Let 
Iren Grates bar me from Society; let pecuiſb diſ- 
contented Nuns eaſe their own Load of Miſery by 
augmenting . mine; let my Body be extenuated 
with Auſterities ; my Conduct, nay, even my. 
Virtue, be exclaimed againſt with all the bitter 
troettives 7 nn Monks and Nuns ; ; and, 


in N 
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in ſhort, let me ſuffer in Body and Mind what i 15 
not ſhocking to human Nature, Vanity, with a 
little Mixture of dear Pride, and the Spirit of 
Contradiction, will enable me to make a gallant 
Stand; and if 1 continue in my preſent Way of 
' thinking, my Father, with all the monaſtic Tools, 
whom he has lifted into his Service, will find it a 
hard Work to reduce this little flubborn Heart of 


mine. If Tam allowed Pen and Paper, and can 


contrive it ſo as to get 4 Letter conveyed to the 
Poſt-Office, you may expect a faithful Account of 
my Adventures, with ſome curious Remarks on 
the Manners and Cuſtoms of thoſe pious Females 
who have abandoned the World, and devoted 
themſelves wholly to the Service of Heaven, If 1 
do not execute this Promiſe, you may attribute it 
to the Want of Power, but till be aſſured that 
any Enemies ſhall never bring me to capitulate on 
diſboncurable Terms, nor even to alter the pre- 
ſent Diſpoſition of my Heart, which is more yours 


than perhaps ought, in Strifineſs, to be acknows-. 


ledged, and which, in other Circumſtances, my 
Madeſiy or my Pride would certainly have con- 
demned as a mean Condeſcenſion ; but as this 
Letter may be, for what I know, my dying 
Speech, I am glad before I go out of the World to 


laue this Teſtimany behind me, with which you 
8 MY "OE 
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can confound my Enemies, foould they dare ts 


aſperſe my. Memory; beſides, I hall have the 
Pleaſure to think that T will triumph over them 


after I am dead and gone. But why ſhould I an- 
ticipate Misfortunes, which, perhaps, never will 
exiſt ? Let us hope for the beſt; and this you 
may tate for granted, that if I find there's no 
Plot againſt my Life, I will lead them ſuch a 
Dance that they will be hear tily wearied of my. 
Company. * This Letter is committed to the Care 
of your good Friend the Nurſe, who knowing hoto 
handſomely you pay Poſtage, will, I dare ſay, 
deliver it into your Hands, and no body's elſe ; ſa 
that I am in no Pain of its Miſcarriage ; aud 
zf you tuould oblige me, you'll: be under no-Concern 
for this whimſical Faurney of mine,, ſince I leave 
my' better Part with you to guarranty our Treaty 
ned with your Blood, and which 1 Jolomny 7 
miſed Jhould never be uns | 


Felicits de mon. 


Tux fir — dad, otic receiving. my 
| Father's laſt Orders, was to write the long 
Scrawl which you have now, I ſuppoſe with 
very little Satisfaction, read, and next, to ſend 
for the Cheralier's faithful Meſſenger, under 


Ne, + : | pre- 
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pretence of employing her, as ſhe was a handy 
Sort of a Creature, in putting my Things into 
Trunks. I cannot but laugh when I think 
with what Raptures ſhe ſeized on the Letter, 
and what Bleflings ſhe gave me, for affording 
her an Opportunity of once more ſeeing the 
dear Gentleman, ſhe meant his dear Purſe. | 


My Father was ſo punctual to his. Promiſe, 
that I was called out of Bed by three o*Clock 
next Morning, and before four was placed in a 
Chaiſe with our old Chaplain for my Compa- 
nion, who was to be my Conductor to the 
Place appointed for my Jail, which I firmly be- 
| lieved was to be at Paris, but I was greatly 
miſtaken, and not a little alarmed when J 
found that we took quite different a Road. I 
thought, Sir, ſaid I to my Conductor, that 
my Father had intended to ſend me to Paris, 
but if that be the Place, we are not, it ſeems, 
to follow the common Road. I am not at 
Liberty, ſaid he, to tell you your Father's In- 
tentions ; all I can ſay is, that we are going'to 
a Place much farther off than Paris, and nei- 
ther I nor the Perſons with whom I am to 
leave you are allowed to give you the leaſt 

Knowledge of it, for Reaſons that your Father 
e did 
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did not think proper to communicate to me. 
Come, come, Abbe, ſaid I laughing, tho? I 
was, to tell the Truth, in no merry Mood, 
my Father, I ſuppoſe, has employ*d you to 
. carry me to ſome deſert Iſland, or perhaps to 
tie me to a Tree in the Midft of ſome Foreſt, 
where I ſhall have no Miremonts to protect me 
from Bears and Wolſs. No, no, Madam, 
cry'd he a little-piqued, I ſuppoſe, at my giving 
him ſuch an h/ nourable Employment, I have 
no Orders to leave you in Deſarts, or to ex- 
poſe you to wild Beafts, but to put you in a 
Place where you will learn many good Things, 
and particularly to reſpect your Father's Com- 
mands, tho' they may claſh: with your Incli- 
nations. I ſhall not trouble you wich a Pe- 
ſeription of five Days Journey; in which no- 
thing happened worth being repeated, except 
that vhen my Governor turned impertinent in- 
his Admonitions, I confounded him with all 
the wild extravagant Things that I could think 
of, and every now and then, to give a Weight 
to vrhat I ſaid, flapt firſt one Cheek and then 
the other, not gently T aſſure you. On the 
ſixth Day from our Departure, we began to 
climb Mountains 'whoſe Tops reached the 
\ «4k and where we ſaw nothing but Rocks, 

Trees, 
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Trees, and frightful Precipices for ſeveral 
Miles; at laſt we deſcended into a little Sort 
of a. Valley, on the Proſpect of which, with a 
Convent in the Middle of it, I could obſerve 
viſible Signs of Joy in my Abbe's Eyes, who 
had look d very moroſe all the Morning, and 
had not ſo much as opened his Mouth. Ho, 
ho, ſaid I, good Pilot, if I may judge by your 
Looks, here's the Harbour where I ſuppoſe we 
ſhall, come to Anchor, and where you are to 
unload your Cargo, which I dare ſay youll be 
glad to get rid of. Come, my faithful Guide, 
one Slap more before we part never to meet 
again. No, no, cry'd he holding up his Hands 
to cover his Cheeks, I have got enough of 
your Favours this Way already, and if I don't 
repay them in kind, I hope thoſe who ſucceed 
me will; F made two or three Attempts to be 
at him, but he held my Hands, and I was 
forced to content myſelf with ſpitting: in his 
Face, which ſo provok'd him, that he ſqueez'd 
my Hands with his ſtropg lubberly Fiſts till he 
made me ſqueak; but as Women ſeldom want 
Expedients when they are hard put to it, I fell 
_ a, kicking his Legs with my Timber heeled | 
Shoes which ſoon made him quit his Hold, and 
[. U been 
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been juſt at the Entry of the Convent, a terri- 
ble ſcratching Battle muſt have enſued. Now 
you muſt know that the Prioreſs of this Con- 
vent of Urſuline Nuns was his Aunt, an old 
ſurly Creature who made herſelf unhappy and 
every body about her. If my Father had 
ſearched all over the Kingdom he could not 


have found a fitter Perſon for his Purpoſe than 


this old crabbed Matron, and no Doubt but 
his honeſt Chaplain had informed him of her 
Character. We were introduced at firſt into a 
large Parlour, and the Abbe ſent his Name by 
a Nun who came to enquire our Buſineſs, and 


deſired a private Interview with his Aunt. The 


Nun's Back was no ſooner turned, than 1 

bruſhed up to my right Reverend, whoſe 
Cheeks ſtill glowed with my former Kind- 
neſſes, and not doubting but that I was going 
to renew them, he put himſelf in a Poſture of 
Defence. Stand your Ground, Menfieur Þ Abbé, 
faid I ſoftly, your Cheeks and Legs are now 
ſafe, my ſlapping Humour is over, and I have 
only this to tell you, that if I find my bad 
Treatment here is owing to your good Offices 
with this Aunt of yours, joined to what my 


a ho Doubt, 'defires in his Letxerto-her, 


I ſhall, ſome Time or other, employ a ſtronger 
| Arm 
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Arm than my on to give you a hearty Drub- 


Word, therefore no double Dealing, good 
Mr. Chaplain, if you have any Regard to 
your own dear Carcaſs. He was juſt opening 
his Mouth to make me an Anſwer, when the 
Nun appeared again at the Grate, and deſired 
him to ſtep into a little Parlour oppoſite to this 


where the Prioreſs waited for him, and where 


they were to conſult together about my Lady- 


ſhip. Two long Hours did I wait, the Nun 


coming and going and teizing me with a great 
many Queſtions, to which I anſwered by the 


Monaſyllables of yes and no. At laſt Orders 


came to carry the Priſoner to the Bar, which I 
approached not with that Fear and Trembling 


which my Judges perhaps expected, but with 


an eaſy Air and Looks perfectly compoſed. 
After ſome Moments Silence, the Prioreſs 
ſtaring at me and J at her, at laſt ſhe told me, 


in the affected Convent Cant, that as ſhe was 


perſectly informed, both by my Father's Letter, 
and the Abbẽ's Report, of my unhappy Diſtem- 
per, ſhe, in Conj unction with the whole Siſter- 
hood of the Community, would invoke in- 
ceſſantly the Bleſſed Virgin and all the Saints for 
my Recovery; and that ſhe hoped, by ſuch 

or. I. N In- 
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Interceſſion, with proper Remedies and Morti- 
fications of the Fleſh, to diffipate the Vapour 
that diſturbed my Brain, and had rendered me 
delirious. I could not for my Life help laugh- 
ing, which confirmed the old Creature in her 
Notion of my being mad ; fo turning to the 
Abbe, I now ſee that tis plainly fo, poor Crea- 
ture, it would be loſt Labour to ſpeak to her in 
her preſent unhappy Condition: Our Doctor 
muſt be called to conſider of her Caſe, and to 
put her under a proper Courſe of Phyſic: A 


ſpare Diet, frequent Bleedings and Purgings 
will, I ſuppoſe, be what he'll! think proper to 
order at firſt. Ay, ay, cry'd the curſed Chap- 
lain, her Blood is hot and The's full of Humours ; 
T could with Pleaſure have bit off his Noſe, or 
tore out his Eyes, ſo mad was 1 with this Im- 
poſtor ; but as I now found that violent Mea- 
ſures would be looked upon as the Effects of 
Madneſs, I*reſolved to be cool, and only aſk'd 
the Prioreſs very calmly, that ſhe would give 
me leave to tell her my Story, after which ſhe 
might judge whether ſhe had been impoſed up- 
on or not. We ſhall have Time enough for 
that, anſwered ſhe, ſhaking her Head, when 
you have repoſed a little after your fatiguing 
Journey; with that ſhe rung the little Bell, and 

pre- 
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preſently entered a Nun whom I had not before 
ſeen, a moſt beautiful young Creature, and 
had ſuch a Sweetneſs in her Countenance, that 
I could not help admiring her. There is ſome - 
thing very odd in the ſu4len Effects of Sympa- 
thy; I found my Heart ſeized, as it were, 
with a ſtrong Deſire to offer her my Friendſhip 
and to deſire her's, and ſhe has ſince told me 
that ſhe felt the ſame Deſires, and was reſolved 
to do all that lay in her Power to. procure my 
Eſteem and Confidence. Siſter Tereſa, ſaid 
the Prioreſs, as you are yet in the Vear of 
your Noviciate, I reſolve to give you the 
Charge of this young Lady, who having the 

Misfortune of being now and then diſturbed in 
her Brain, will give you an Opportunity of 
exerciſing a very chriſtian Patience, which | is 
none of the leaſt Proofs of a real Vocation to a 
religious Life, if you go thro' it with that 
Chearfulneſs and Reſignation that becometh one 
of your Profeſſion; and were it not that Cha- 
rity forbids our rejoicing at the Misfortunes of 
our Fellow-Creatures, you have in this Me- 
lancholy Employment Cauſe of Joy, ſince 
thereby Providence throws in your Way an Oc- 
caſion of your Patience to a very ſevere 


Tryal. Here my good F. riend the Abbe 
| 5 find 
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finding it a fit Time to throw in his Squib, in- 
terrupted the old Matron's Theological! Flow, 
and very gravely harangued us in fome ſuch 
Words as theſe, directing his Diſcourſe to her 
Ladyſhip. I own, Wadam, faid he, that to 
be charged with an Employment ſuch as you 
are pleaſed to aſſign to Siſter Tera, muſt be 
very diſagreeable to a Perſon in their right 


| Senſes, and requires no ſmall Degree of Reſig- 


nation to diſcharge it faithfully ; but we muſt 
by no means imagine that a Keeper who pa- 
tiently bears all Manner of Inſults zn] Indig- 
nities from one who is delirious, does by ſuch a 
Behaviour faithfully diſcharge the Truſt re- 
poſed in him : Madneſs has many Cauſes ; 
ſome proceeding from Bodily Diſtempers, o- 
thers from Diſorders in the Mind, and among 
theſe, Love may be firſt ranked, as being what 
Youth of both Sexes are moſt expoſed to, when 
they cannot ſurmount the Obſtacles that are 
thrown in their Way ; this, alas ! is the Caſe 
of this unhappy young Woman, whom I have, 
by her Father's Order, brought to this Con- 


vent, and who muſt not, by a Tenderneſs 


ſuch as fond Mothers have, who cannot bear 


the Thoughts of whipping their Children let 


them be guilty of what they pleaſe, be indulg'd 
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in her extravagant Love to an imaginary 
Knight, who ſhe fancies killed a wild Bear 
ready to devour her: ſhe will, no Doubt, 
often entertain Siſter Tergſa with the Valour 
and other Accomplifhments of the Chevalier de 
Miremont, and utter terrible Complaints a- 
gainſt her Father's pretended Cruelty, not 
ſparing even me who have been her Conduc- 
tor hither, and who have been moſt unmerci- 
fully beat by her upon the Road every Time 
that her Fit took her ; ſo that my Advice is, 


that her Body be kept under with faſting, and 


that ſhe be heartily diſciplined twice a Day at 
leaſt, Which, with the Doctor's Aſſiſtance, may, 


hope, baniſh this wild Chimera that has got 


Poſſeſſion of her poor Brain: This is, Madam, 
what J thought myſelf obliged to let you know, 


that neither you nor Siſter Teręſa might be de- 


ceived by her talking upon every other SubjeR, 
except this, with as much Solidity and Judg- 
ment as any Woman in france ; but you'll 
find that the Moment you mention Love or 


'  Knight-Errantry, ſhe'll tell you the whole 


Story of her Don Quixote s having jumped over 
a River, when a monſtrous wild Bear was 
ready to devour her; give you a pom pous De- 
ſcription of the Combat, (tho? at the ſame; 
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Time ſhe lay in a deep Swoon) tell you how 


nobly her gallant Deliverer ſtood his Ground 


againſt this furious Annimal, and how, after a 

terrible Battle in which he received a Wound, 
he at laſt laid his Enemy lifeleſs at his Feet; 
how the courteous Knight went home with her 
and lay at her Father's Houſe till he was cured 
of his Wound; and then ſhe'll proceed to a 


| thouſand Stories about the Progreſs of their 


Paſſion, which I ſhall not repeat, and only tell 
you in general that they are all mere Fiction. 
Good Heavens, cry'd I, is it poſſible that 
there's ſuch a Monſter in the holy Order of 
Prieſthood ! Well, I muſt do him this Juſtice 
to own that he's the firſt Man in the Kingdom 


at giving to Fable the Air of Truth, and I 


ought not to be ſurpriſed if all the Ladies in 
this Convent really believe me to be mad: As 
this is the Caſe, it would be quite needleſs ſo 
much as to attempt to diſſipate the Miſt which 
he has ſo artfully thrown over their Eycs. I 
would only obſerve one Thing, Madam, ad- 
drefling myſelf particularly to the Prioreſs, 
that there's an infallible Way to diſcover the 
Malice and Falſhood of this baſe Impoſtor, 
but till my Behaviour has got the better of your 
preſent Prepoſſeſſion, I ſhall not ſo much as 

attempt 
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attempt it, only give me leave to tell you, that 
as I have no Occaſion for Medicines, nor am 


reſolved to take any, I muſt beg the Favour of 
you not to trouble yourſelf nor me with Doc- 
tors: And now, Madam, continued I, I am 
ready to enter within theſe Grates to take 
Poſſe Hon of the Cell you are pleaſed to allot 
me, where I hope I ſhall not be long, *till you 
are convinced, notwithſtanding the Efforts of 
this Tool, pointing to the Abbe, of my Fa- 
ther's Indignation, that I have been greatly 
injured, and you monſtrouſly impoſed upon. 
I wiſh, faid ſhe, that I may find your Words 
prove true, and that your Family may ſoon find 
you in a Condition to be recalled ; in the mean 
Time if you'll follow Siſter Tera ſhe will con- 
duct you to your Chamber, and we ſhall in a 
few Days be able to judge how the Caſe is 
with you. I could not leave the Field without 
firing my laſt Gun at the Abbe. You have 
taken an effectual Way, Sir, ſaid J to him, 


to be revenged for the ill Uſage you received 


from me upon the Road, which I thought due 
to a Man who undertook ſuch a baſe Employ- 
ment, and for which, perhaps, ſome Day or 
other you'll get no Thanks even from the 
| Perſon who — you; for you know, as 
well 
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well asT, that my Father is of a changeable 


Temper, and who knows but Nature, when 


the firſt Impulſe of his Anger is over, may do 
its own Work, and, from me now the Object 
of his Daene turn to you, who, inſtead 
of calming his firſt Tranſports, blindly obeyed 
his Commands, without the leaſt Remon- 
ſtrance, or Attempt to pacify him. Is it not 

the Duty of every Clergyman placed in a Fa- 


mily to endeavour to heal up Breaches rather 
than to widen them ? Would it not have been 


acting in Character, to have exhorted me to 
abandon an Attachment which was not agree- 


able to my Father, to whom I owed the Sacri- 


fice of my Inclinations, without Reſerve ? 
And if you found me, after all, obſtinate, the 
World, nay even I myſelf, could not have 
condemned your Proceedure : Your own Con- 
ſcience, Sir, will tell you whether you ought 
not to have acted in this Manner, and whether 


I had not juſt Reaſon to treat you in the Way 


I did. I am now glad, in the Preſence of the 
Lady Prioreſs, to let you know the Motives of 
ſo extraordinary a Behaviour, and which indeed, 


when told to any indifferent Perſon, who was 


ignorant of the real Motives, muſt paſs for the 


en of Madneſs, and could not well miſs of 
| gaining 
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gaining intire Belief, as the Charge was laid by 
ſuch a Man as you. I know very well that when 
my Back's about, you'll ſoon overturn the 
Battery I have been endeavouring to rear at 
your Expence. I am not ignorant of your 
Art in making up a plauſible Story; and you 
have beſides, from the Prepoſſeſſion already 
ſettled, a vaſt Advantage over me, who have 
the Honour to paſs for à Creature delirious ; 


but take this along with you, that tho*- Inno- 


cence and Truth may be clouded for a while, 
yet they will ſooner - or later appear in their 
true Colours ; and this is ſo certain, that I defy 
all the Malice of the Devil or Men to prevent it. 
Farewel, Abbe, if you have Honeſty enough: 


to tell my Father that tho I cannot, perhaps, 


mould my Inclinations ſo as to chime in with 


his Views, yet ſtill he ſhall have the abſolute 


Diſpoſal of my Perſon; at leaſt this J can ſo- 
lemnly promiſe, that, without his Conſent, no 
Man ſhall ever call me Wife; but at the ſame 
Time J hope his Indulgence will go ſo far as 
this, that if what would make me happy in 
the Matrimonial State, cannot be granted, 
he'II allow me to paſs my Days within theſe 
Grates or ſome ſuch Place. Now, Madam, 
ſaid 1 turning to the Prioreſs, give the 
h Word 


— — — rr 


| | 
| 
| 


94 The ADVENTURES of 


Word of Command, and I march off the 
Stage. She gave a Nod to Siſter Tereſa whom 1 
I followed. When we arrived at my little 
Habitation, Tereſa ſhut the Door, and we be- 
gan a familiar Converſation. Madam, ſaid | 
the, it would be a monſtrous Preſumption in | 
me to deſire or expect, that you would place the 
leaft Confidence in a Perſon ſo much a Stranger 
to you as Iam, and whatever Inclination I may 
have to be admitted-into the Number of your 
Friends, I dare not aſk it till ſuch time as my 
little Services, or rather, till my Openneſs and 
Frankneſs with you, may encourage you to 
truſt me with your Concerns. It is not, 1 
allure you, Madam, my uſyal Cuſtom to in- 
trude myſelf upon Strangers, or to be eurious 
to know their Affairs, (a Failing which you'll | 
ſoon perceive reigns within theſe Walls) bunt 
I find my Heart attracted towards you ſo forci- 
bly, that I cannot hinder myſelf from ſpeaking 0 
to you in a quite different Language from what 
is practiſed in this Place, and to aſſure you with 
all the Sincerity imaginable that in ſerving 
you I find I pleaſe myſelf. I am overjoy'd, 
my dear Siſter, ſaid I, to find your Sentiments | 
ſo much of a Piece with my own. I con- 


trated, from the firſt Moment I ſaw you, 
ted | 
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ſuch a Friendſhip, that I flattered myſelf to 
find, in a mutual and ſincere Confidence with 
you, a Perſon who would at leaſt pity me, and 
not attribute my. Confinement to what was 
aſſigned maliciouſly as the Cauſe ;. and to con- 
vince you, my dear Friend, (allow me the 
familiar Expreſſion) that I am fincere in what 
I fay, when you think proper, and have a 


| ſpare Minute to throw away, you ſhall know 
all my Story, which has indeed nothing very 


ſingular or entertaining in it, but will unravil 


Place, and give you a juſt Notion of that 


Wretch who accompanied me. And I, faid 
ſhe, in return of that Confidence, will com- 
mit to your Diſcretion what I would not upon 
any Conſideration truſt to any but yourſelf in 
this Place ; but, continued ſhe, we muſt re- 
fer the mutual Narration of our Adventures, 


till I find we may do it without Interruption. 


In the-mean Time (my dear Friend, for you 
have authoriſed me to make uſe of that Ap 
pellation) be upon your Guard with all our 
Nuns *till I have let you into their ſeveral Cha- 


racers : They will flatter, careſs, and appear 


to outvie one another in their Offers of Ser- 


"" and the Reaſon or Folitic of this you 
ſhall 
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ſhall ere long know ; with | ſome *tis Deſigns 
with others mere Curioſity, but with neither 
the one nor the other any real Intention of ſerv- 
ing you. You'll be ſtartled at | ſuch a Cha- 
racter, and perhaps think me a little too free 
with the Religious Ladies of this Convent, but 
Iſpeak my real Sentiments to you as they ſtand 
within my own Breaſt, and ſorry I am to fay 
it, that you'll find them but to true. The Du- 
ties of my Employment oblige me now to leave 
you, for the Members of this Society may be 
properly enough called Machines, that move 
with as much Regularity, from the Beginning 
to the End of the Year, as Pendulum-Clocks ; 
and in this Regularity of Motion lies, I am 
afraid, the only Merit that moſt of us can lay 
Claim to; but I ſhall enlarge upon this Subject 
when we have 4 proper Opportunity ; in the 
mean Time, let me beg of you not to be diſ- 
couraged ; for if you can ſubmit to certain little 
Gbrilecanifions! you may get into the good 
Graces of our Prioreſs, and thereby render 
this Place more ſupportable than otherwiſe it 
would be. As you are ſo good, my dear 
Friend, ſaid I, claſping her in my Arms, to 
take me under your Protection, I will be en- 


wely da by your Advice; and I, faid 
ſhe, 
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ſhe, returning my Careſſes, fhall always make 
it my Buſineſs to give you no Advice but what 
I think may tend to your Advantage: With 
that ſhe. left the Room, and me to entertain 
myſelf with my noble Thoughts. I conſider:d 
that I was now. a Priſoner, deprived of dear 
Liberty, and ſubjected to the Caprice of an 
old peeviſh Nun, who thinks it meritorious to 
make thoſe miſerable and unhappy who are un- 
der her Government; but, ſaid I to, myſelf, as 
I am now got into her Clutches, it would be 
real Madneſs not to temporiſe, tho one's Spi- 
rit is not eaſily brought to ſuch mean and ſer- 
vile Cringing : Down then with your /high 
Airs now, good Mademoiſelle Biron. ., Let this 
little proud Heart of thine know that Stub. 
bornneſs i is puniſhed here with the Rod of Cor- 
rection, and that the Governeſſes of ſuch Fe- 
male Commonwealths are more abſolute than 
any Monarch upon Earth: They cannot, tis 
true, take off Heads, but they can 5 to 
Death, which is a ſure, tho' a flower, Way of 
ſending People to the other World; and what 
is ſtrangely whimſical, ſome of the deluded 

Creatures, whom they intend to diſpatch, 
think they are the Inſtruments of ſending them 
10 Heaven, for which they thank them in their 
Vor. I. K nt 
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Haſt Agonies. With theſe and a thouſand o- 
ther Reflections of the ſame Kind, did I pats 
away a couple of Hours, when J had the Plea- 
ſure of ſeeing my dear Friend Tere/a come 
jumping into my little Appartment, and em- 
bracing me with a Tranſport. that could not 
low but from a Heart ſenſibly touched. I have 
now, my Dear, ſaid ſhe, two good Hours to 
| beftow upon you, and we muſt not loſe a Mi- 
nute of that precious Time. Come, begin 
your Story, and be ſure not to abridge'it : 
When jt comes to my Turn you may expect 
to hear of ſuch a Series of Diſappointments . 
and Misfortunes, that you'll be ſurpriſed how 
à Girl of my Age could go thro* them, and not 
ſink under the heavy Load. I now find veri- 
fied, in my own Perſon, that prevailing No- 

tion among Men, that Grief is not capable 

of killing our Sex. I formerly thought this 

Opinion quite abſurd, but I am now of a 

different Sentiment, which is founded on my 
. own proper Experience, and which, I dare ſay, 

vou wilt allow to be juſt, when I have told 

vou my melancholy Story ; but as your's, my 

dear Mis, is firſt in courſe, J hope you'll put 
a Stop to my Prattle, by entering direAly upon 
it "TV „ faid I gy will ſoon 
| 2 
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be related, as there is neither much of Variety, 
nor of Singularit in them; but a good deal* 
too much of what may be juſtly termed Heed- 
leſſneſs and. Imprudence, which I am afraid 
you'll condemn, particularly when I come to- 
the Surrender of my Heart upon ſo ſhort an 
Attack. I know; continued I, that according 
to the eſtabliſhed Maxims in the Circles of the 
Beau Monde, a fine Lady ought to ſtand a. 
Twelve Months Sicge, at leaft, before ſhe - 
capitulates ; and I muſt own, to my Conſu- 
tion, that, according to the beſt of my Me- 
mory, I did not ſtand out, I mean my Heart 
did not ſtand its Ground, twelve Minutes before 
it yielded itſelf Priſoner at Diſcretion. Will 
not you, my dear Friend, condemn this fooliſh - 
cowardly Heart of mine, which has ſo volun- 
tarily ſubmitted to the Loſs of its Liberty, and, 
which is ſtill worſe, is ſo pleaſed with its Chains 
tat it glories in them? No, no, cried the, I 
know the Foibles of my own Heart too well to 
pronounce any ſevere Sentence upon your's,. o 
which I am fond to know. the Situation,, not ſo | 
much from a Curioſity, to which Women are 
naturally ſo much addicted, as from an earneſt 
Deſire of doing you what Service lies in my: 


Power. But at the ſame Time J muſt frankly, 
WY tell. 
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tell you that J hope to draw the ſame good 
Offices from your F riendſhip, which I would 
incline to render vou; and tho? it ſhould hap- 

pen that neither of us can do any material Ser- 
vice to her Friend, yet ſtill, from a mutual 
Confidence and Openneſs of Heart, there re- 


fults this Satisfaction, that we pity one another, 


and, as it were, unite our Forces againſt the 
Enemies of our Happineſs. For my Part, 
continued ſhe, I find my Breaſt already eaſed 
of half its Load of Miſery, by the pleaſing 
Idea of having now a Friend to whom I can, 
with Safety, communicate my Thoughts. 
But I don't reflect that at the fame Lime Tam 
preſfing you to relate the Hiſtory of your Life, 
Jam preventing you by frivolous Obſervations, 
but Fam now filent, and ready to hear with 


Attention what you think proper to let me 


know. 


3 8 * 
1 * - 


You fhall be obeyed, faid I, but I muſt 


once more tell you, that if you expect any 


thing curious and entertaining, you'll be diſ- 
appointed; however, you ſhall have it ſuch as 
it is; and the only Merit of it lies in this, that 
not only my Words and Actions, but my moſt 


ſeeret er als open to your View, 


which 
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vhich will coſt me, perhaps; ſome Bluſhes 3; 


but I have, I hope, an indulgent Judge, who! 
will make ſome Allowance : for the Want of 


Experience. I then began with an Account; * 
of my F amily, on which my Vanity made me 


* 


enlarge, in order to give my Friend an exalted 


Notion of my Birth, which im my own foolifh- 


Conceit would, I thou ght, attach her more 


ſtrongly to my Intereſt ; and foolifh;indeedit 


was to imagine, that a Lady of her fine Senſe 
would eſteem one who had not perſonal Merit, 


for the Sake of her Anceſtors. I then pro- 
ceeded to give her a ſhort Account of my Edu- 


cation, of my Father and Mother's Characters, 


and thereafter related, Word for Word; what 


as you may perhaps imagine; tis tue your 


Father ſeems to be a Man of a violent Temper," 


and this Obſtacle to his Views, with Regard to 
you, may induce him to think of - a ſecond 


yourſelf; if this ſhould happen, his next Step 
would be to force you to embrace a religious 
Life. Do you not think, my dear Friend, 
continued ſhe, that it would be more prudent 
| der Rat” Dogs which your Father 
4 $50 3 op- 


Marriage, as he has now no more Children but 
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oppoſes, than, by perſiſting in it, to renounce 1 
the World: Beſides, are you ſure that the f 
| Chevalier de Miremont, who is young and 1 
ll! giddy,” will continue faithful to his Engage- 
if ments, notwithſtznd:ng your Abſence and the 
Temptation of other Objects? I am not at 
all of the Opinion of moſt of our Sex that Men 
= are all falſe, my own Experience ſhews me the | 
contrary ; but till we have ſuch inconteſtible 5 
{ Proofs of their Fidelity, that we can depend Y 
1 upon them, no prudent Woman ought, in my 
Opinion, to engage her Heart irrevocably. I 
| would adviſe you to write to him and let him 
if know where you are; I will get your Letter 
il _ ſafely conveyed to the Poſt-Office, and his 
itt Anſwer may be ſent under Cover to a Friend 
| 
| 
| 


of mine, uo will carefully forward it to me. 1 

We ſhall then ſee, added ſhe ſmiling, how J 

the young Gentleman's Pulſe beats, and if he 1 
deſerves the noble Stand you intend to make on. 
his Behalf. My deareſt Siſter, - ſaid I, your 

Reflections are ſolid and juſt, but you'll excuſe 
me if I judge that you ſpeak. as one unac- 
quainted with the tender Paſſions, or as one 
who would adviſe, her Friend to avoid. the 
Rack ſhe berſelf ſplit upon. You'll find, an- 
e when your know more about me, 
that 


; ory 
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that you are miſtaken on both Sides, and that 
the Precautions I have been ſolliciting you to 
obſerve, neither proceed from my Want of 
Experience, nor Diſappointments from a Lo- 
ver, but intirely from the Dread I am under 
of your not meeting with that Conſtancy in 
the young Chevalier which your Affection to 
him deſerves; but I ſhall be better able to 
judge when I ſee by his Letter how he bears 
your Abſence, and what he propoſes. I will 
therefore leave you a Moment that you may 
be at Liberty to write, and I will take Care 
to get your Letter ſent off To morrow Morn-. 
ing; and remember that you muſt deſire the 
Anſwer may be ſent under a Cover directed 


| for Monſieur de Villebranche at Clermont, High 


Auvergne, and let his Letter be addreſſed to 
Siſter Tereſa without any thing more; it will 
be ſent here the Moment it comes to his Hands 
in the ſame Manner that my Letters come, 


and no Mortal in this Convent, notwithſtand- 


ing the Vigilance of our Nuns, know any 
thing of the Matter. I am glad to find, ſaid 
T, that Auvergne is the Place of my Exile, 
which is more agreeable to me than Paris it- 
ſelf, ſince if T had been ſent there, I ſhould 
never probably had the Happineſs of knowing 
. | | D the 
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the lovely Tereſa; and as our unlucky Chap 
lain was the Means of bringing this about, I 
am now forry that I uſed him with ſo much 
Harſhneſs upon the Road, tho' he had no In- 
tention of obliging me. I will, ſince it is your 
Advice, write to Mr. de Miremont, who, if I 
am not greatly miſtaken, is in ſome Pain a- 
bout me. He will be very much ſurpriſed, 
after what J had wrote to him of my ſetting 
out for Paris, to receive a Letter from this 
remote Corner, to which Place my Father in- 
tended, it ſeems, I ſhould come, tho' he men- 
tioned the other, when he ordered me to make + 
myſelf ready for the Journey. My Friend 
left me, and I that Moment took N. the Pen 
Wr wrote — -- pomp | 


To he Cbevalir de Miremont, at "ie - 
* wan. Call in Poitou. 


Sir,. 
FL '7 8 punttual beer, 
I take this Opportunity of letting yon #new 
the Place of my-Confinement, which, inſtead of 
Paris a I imagined, happens fo be I 


wild Rocks, of Auvergne. 
945 OUR. 
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OUR bongſi Chaplain, (vuba as my Cons 

ductor to this Convent, where: bis Relation" it 
Prioreſs) and I happening nat to .agree ſo well 
as could be wiſhed: on the Road, be did me the 
Favour, imagining that I bad uſed bim à lit- 
tle roughly, to perſuade the Prioreſs that Love 
had turned my Brain, for which Reaſon my Fas 
ther bad been obliged to ſend me-thither under his 
Care, The Nuns, who are not as yet unde. 
ceived, fancy that the Chevalier de Miremont 
is my imaginary Don Quixote, and that the 
Stary of the killing the Bear, and of your being 
wounded are mere Phantoms of a diſordered Ima= 
ginatim, I am perfectiy eaſy. about their Obi 
nion of my Madneſs. A little Time, with tha 
A iſiance of a charming young Novice with whom 
baue contracted a great Intimacy, will get the 
better of their preſent Prepoſſeſſion ; and as for 
the Courſe of Phyfick which this malicicus Dog 
of an Abbe abſolutely inſiſted that I ſhould be di- 
reciiy put under, by my Father's poſitive Cam- 
mands, I muſt beg ta be excuſed ; and if they in- 
it upon it the Priareſs and I will have a deadly 
Quarrel. I ſuppoſe my Father intends io haue a 
ſecond Wife, and to make. a Nun of iny- Ladyſup, 
and therefore, Sir, it will be Prudence in you t 
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neither of ur ald, F you can allow your Heart to. 
remain, for 4 few Years,. where you lately told 
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think no" more of me, but as one who, out of 


_ Gratitude," is obliged ty put up ber Prayers for 
your Preſer vation; and I really think, all things 


duly conſidered, 'T muſt. even endeavour to reconcile 


myſelf to the monaſtic Life, for I know my Fu- 
ther*s inexorable Temper too-well, to flatter my- 
elf that he will ever conſult my Happineſs ; and, 
en the other Hand,. as all Correſpondence is now 

at an End between our tus Families, yours will 
be as averſe to'a Match with his Daughter, as 
he ſeems to be with the Son of the Marquis de 
Miremont ; ſo that it will be the next Thing to a 
Adiracle if ever you and 1 ſhould be joined in the 
holy Bands of Wedlock. | However, as we are 


me it wat, I will promiſe you to take a very par- 
ticular Care of it, and, by Way of Surety, leave 
mine in Pledge roith you, till we mutually agree 
to return each their. own, or to wnite them for e- 


ver. Some would be apt to call this a whimſical 


Propoſal, and were our old Prioreſs to ſee this 
Part of my Letter, ſbe would think. me a dun- 
right Mad-cap; but let her and all ſuch bigoted 
Zealots think wwhat they pleaſe, I inſi that it is 
4 ſuir and honurable- Propoſal, to at no more 


than wheat one is willing to give. I conſeſs that 
1 . 
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by fuch a Treaty as this, 1 ſuppoſe a Gonftancy in 
Affection, which'perhaps neither of us can keep up 
to, and particularly you who may have Occaſion 
to ſee Objects who will make you regret the Ab. 
fence of a Heart which otherwiſe would have been 
at their Service. Well, if this ſhould happen at 
any Time to be your Caſe, to ſhow you how "good 
natured I am, I witl, upon a humble Petition, 
reflore your Pledge, and take back-my own, tho 
1 — — | Ae n Ape of it. 


¹ my not conclude this Letter eilten Aar 
the Favour of you to contrive, ſome how or other, 
| to ſee and thank our Chaplain, for aſſuring the 
Ladies here that you never exiſted but in my Ina 
gination. Don are, indeed, oftener there than, 
perhaps, is convenient for my Repoſe ; but theres 
a Mixture of Pleaſure and Pain in thinking of 
abſent Friends, particularly in ſuch a ſilent folt- 
tary Place as end and I often indulge myſelf 
that . 


;4 


mr dear Bites Tere, e e 

| Acquaintance I have got herr, ſends this Letter 
to her Friend Mr. de Villebranche at Cler- 
mont, and you muft direct your Anſiber 9 Ge 
Tereſa under his Cue. Aaieu; if wo conchide 
the 
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the propoſed Treaty, who: knows but 4be may meet | 
and ratify ſo as te render it indiſolubie; and 
the; any dear Friend ſhould chide me, I mi bo- 
neftly own that Fore pere ee e —_ 
| ea, ee ur 


1 


Felicitè de Biron. 


LTH 


Y "$ It 


n Terela entered juſt * had finiſhed 
my Letter, which I put into her Hand, and 
told her, ſmiling, that I believed ſhe would 
think me a very whimſical Sort of a Damſel, to 
mention Treaties, and Bartering of Hearts. I 
am very glad, ſaid ſhe, to find that Love. fits 
ſo light upon you as it does, and, if I judge 
right, the Loſs of a Lover will not break your 
Heart. Ho happy would it be, added ſhe, | 
if with a deep Sigh, for ſome Perſons of my Ac- # 
| [ quaintance were they of ſuch a Temper. That 
I Sigh, my dear Friend, cry'd I, plainly inti- b 
f 


7 N 5 5 
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mates whom you mean, and J hope you. will 
4 : 1 Promiſe, 
Wit Thien k erg en ne erform 6 1 Mitre 


.. OT nn opal 
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ſnedding Tears, my Story can give you no Di- 
verſion. | I know your compaſſionate Nature 
will be moved by the Diſtreſſes of one whom 

you honour with the Title of Friend, and 
therefore I ought not to give you Cauſe of 
Uneaſineſs, by the Narration of my deplorable 
Story. But if you abſolutely inſiſt upon it, I 
will be as good as my Word, not verbally, but 
by putting into your Hands a Manuſcript, in 
which you will find all the Accidents of my 
Life; but remember that you have yourſelf 
to blame, not me, if you meet with ſuch ſhock- 
ing Things as will make you repent of your 
Curioſity. Tho' there's not the leaſt Circum- 
ſtance of my unhappy Adventures but what is 
freſh in my Memory, as there are many Inci- 
dents interwoven with my Story, I chuſe ra- 
ther to give you it in Writing than otherwiſe, 
for more than one Reaſon, the principal where- 
of is; your being at Liberty to throw by the 
Manuſcript when you imagine the Subject too 
deeply melancholy, or otherwiſe difagreeable ; 
and my being exempted from the Confuſion I 
ſhould be often put under, were I to repeat 
what you'll have Occaſion to read. I have 
only one thing more to add, before I give you 

Wot. 1. L | happy 
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happy Life, viz. that you make me a ſolemn 
Promiſe not'to oppoſe my Reſolution of ending 
my Days in this Houſe, whatever Reaſons you 
may have to combate ſuch a Deſign: I know 
you will think me unpardonably delicate, 


or rather ſuperſtitiouſly nice upon a certain 


Point, which ought to be no Bug- bear to a 
Woman of the ſtrĩcteſt Virtue ; but I muſt 

be allowed my Peculiarity in his Particular, 
and fhalt beg that my dear Miſs Biren will at- 
tribute my Obſtinacy to the Influence of a ſu- 


a petior Power, which repreſents Things to my 


Imagination in a very different Light from 
Was others ſee them. "© will readily — 


* 
„ 


to make me e refinquith a Deſign, which, 


with Reſpect to myſelf, he treats a3 a pre- 
ſumptuous Aſpiring to move in a Sphere 
to Which I have no Vocation, and muſt 
conſequently lie far beyond my Reach; and 
with [Regard to him, as a barbarous Cruelty, 


in cutting off all his Hopes of future Happineſs. 
, Nein acknowledges the Force of his 


Ki; guments ; my Heart ſupports his Attack; 


A yet, my F riend, I am reſolved, from the 
Regard alone that 1 ae fer tis Weine dd ; 


Happineſs, to put it out of my "_ or his 


* Power 


1 
4 


f 

j 
' 
| 


ES 5 


_ faſt kindled up the Flame in bis Heart. K.. 
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Power, to act a Part which might give the: 
rigid World an Opportunity of re on 
my Ambition, or his Weakneſs. The Gran 
deur of his Family requires an Alliance, that 
will not diminiſh but rather add to its Luſtre. ;. 
and. ſhall I, a Wretch ſprung. from obſcure; 
Parents, defticute of Fortune, with no other 
Qualifications but what Thouſands of my Sex 
poſſeſs, perhaps, in a more eminent Degree, 
be acceſſary to throw a Blemiſh upon a Noble - 
man's Character, whom: I value a Thouſand 


Times more than my own Life, with no other 


View but to gratify a Paſſion, which, tho vio- 
lent node, may, by Enjoyment, and the 


Changes to which we are by Nature ſubjected, ; 


loſe its Force, and -le him ſee, when too late, 


the Folly of his Naſhneſs? The natural Re- 


ſult whereof would, no Doubt, be, at firſt, 

melancholy Reſſections on his own imprudent 
ConduQ, and this muſt of Courſe lead him, by 
Deartes, to a Hatred of the Cauſe, now, per - 
haps, ſtript of thoſe deluſive Charms which at. 


out of a Principle of Generoſity and Good - Na- 
ture, he ſhould not come to an open Rupture 
with a Perſon whom he muſt look upon as an 


Obſtacle to the Grandeur of his Houſe, would 


. be 
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deen be expoſed to all the Miſeries of a dif- 
contented. Mind ? And would 7 not my "Condi 
tion, in that Cale, he more wretched than it 
can poſſibly now be by the Sacrifice to which T: 
condemn myſelf ? At. firſt Sight, this Action 
of mine will have a generous Aſpect, but as 1 
neither deſign to impoſe upom the World, \ 
far leſs upon one whom I fo particularly ellen it 
do you, L-muft fairly own that Vanity N 
comes in for à Share. Methinks 1 fee ſome Y 
Years hence (for you know that viſionary 
Proſpects include Futurity as well as the Pre- 
ſent) this very Nobleman (who is now my 
Shve, -and who would facrifice all Honours and 
Grandeur to the Happineſs of my Poſſeſſion) 
bleſt with an accompliſhed Spouſe of an equal 
Rank and Fortune to his own, and as fond of 
him as 1 poſſibly could be: I ſee her fondly lol-. 
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ling on his Boſom, and three or four pretty ſl 
little Children attempting, by a natural Im- ; 
pulſe of Love, to climb upon his Knees to ſhare — 
in the Pleaſure which they fancy their Mother | 
enjoys in her happy Poſition. When this Scene | | 
is paſt; I ſee him in his Cloſet where by Acci- | 
dent be throws bis Eyes on a Letter from me ; 
wherein I plainly tell him that 7% 7 love his 
pub all the Ardour that a violent Paſſion | 

fer | 


A SM). PRION 
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can inſpire, yet 1 22 think myſelf wreorthy' of. 
his Efteem, and guilty of a Baſaneſs which 


ſhould hate myſelf for, did I prefer my own Sa- 
tisattion 1 to his Clan and the Intereſt of his Fas 


mily,; let therefore. (continues the Letter) your. 


Hetachment 70 me the unhappy Play-thing of Fr 
tune paſs as an agreeabh Dream which amuſed 
while it laſted, but which muſt vaniſh the Mo+ 
ment you are called to a more ſolid Way of  think= 
ig, &c. Here he throws down the Letter, 
and methinks 1 hear him diſtintly pronounce 
theſe Words: From what a terrible Caraftrophe 
has this generous Girl's Prudence preſerved ms 
O. Fortune Partial Fortune! She farely de 
ſerved better at thy Hand. 


To imagine that ſuch will be his n 


and probably his Language of my diſintereſted 
Behaviour, when he is married in a Manner 


ſuitable to his Rank and Quality, and to the 


| SatisfaQtion of his illuſtrious Family, is ho airy 


Flight of a romantic Brain ; and do you think, 
my deareſt Friend, that I can more l 
flatter my Vanity than by ſuch Ideas? He will 
do me but Juſtice in acknowledging that I pre- 
ferred his Happineſs to my own, and I know 
he has too much Honour to fail in that 
TO L. 3 | Reſpedt ; 
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Reſpect; and tho“ in my ſolitary Cell I may 
draw a more glaring Picture of my Conqueſt of 


a violent Paflion, than is conſiſtent wor the 


Rules of my ſelf- denied State, yet as the 
Ground Work is traced by the Pencil of Truth, 
a little in the Shading and Colours may be FI 
lowed to Fancy, particularly where there's no 
Danger of deceiving others by a falſe and flat 
tering Repreſentation ; for you eaſily conceive 
that this Picture is only viſible (if I may be al- 


lowed the Expreſſion) to my own Tmagina® 


tion, and that I only fet it up there as a 
Check upon the Murmurings of a Heart, which 
cannot eaſily ſubmit to the Puniſhment to 
which it is condemned. 5 


As Iam now, added the with a Smile, got 
into one of my talkative Fits, you muſt give me 


leave to add a few more of my Reflections, 
tho? I am not without Fears of their paſſing in 


your Apprehenſion for Chimeras and Abſur- 


Ix fome of my viſionary Moments I have 
fuppoſed myſelf dignified with the Title of 
Marchioneſs, and confpicuouſly ſeated in the f 
midſt Ko an Aſſembly, where my Perſon un- 


derwent 


f 
1 
a 
J 
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ene Examination Gomthe Ladies 


who thought my Elevation the higheſt Affront 
that could be put upon them. One cries, She's 
tolerably pretty, but the poor Thing is quite 
out of her Element. Another whiſpers, but 
ſo loud that I could diſtinctly hear her; Ie this 
little Creature to be one Day Ducheſs of 
Naaitlts? Tho' ſhe's a Merchant's Daughter, 
ſays a third, ſhe'll foon learn Quality-Airs? 
Such Treatment I might reaſonably enough 


expect, and the only Revenge I could propoſe 


muſt be levelled againſt my own Polly; ” for 
driving me out of the Sphere in which'F ought 


to have moved: Whereas by rejecting the 


Happineſs of being united to the Marquis, 1 
gain a glorious Conqueſt of an extravagant 
Paſſion, give him a ſignal Proof of a real and 
ſolid Eſteem, and force even thoſe Ladies, wlieri 
they hear my Story, to own that T have a S6u? 


capable of high and noble Sentiments, though 


placed by Fortune in a low Rank. Such 
Thoughts as theſe, my dear Miſs, continued 
ſhe, have rouzed me from the Lettiargy of 
Love, and given me a View of the Precipice 
into which my fond fooliſh Heart was ready to 
plunge me; for, in ſhort, where there's ſueh 
a Diproponion as between the Marguis d 

No- 
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Noailles-and me, tis next to a Miracle, if the. 
Union and Harmony ſo neceſſary to make the 


Married State happy would long ſubſiſt; and. 


if that were the unhappy Caſe, Should I not. 


being for ever depriyed of the Man I love? In 
faying this ſhe ſtopt, and gave me a Lookas if the 
deſired to know my Opinion. I have liſtened, 
ſaid I, with great Patience and Pleaſure to a 
Diſcourſe, which ſavours more of the Philoſo- 
pher than of a Lady under the Influence of 
Love; but as I am tied down from combat ing 
your. Reſolution, I ſhall not tranſgreſs the 
Rules preſer ibed me, only give me leave in 


general to lay, that, in all Ages and in all 


Countries, Inſtances might be given of Mar- 
riages more diſproportioned than I imagine 
yours with your Lover would be, and that [ 
cannot but think your Delicacy renders you 
cruel both to him and yourſelf. Were I the 
lovely Tereſa I ſhould think nothing under a 

crown'd Head too good for me; and in the 


Rule of Proportion what you beſtow upon him 


is of infinite more Value than what ou receive 
from him; for what are Titles but vain Orna- 
ments only fit to captivate the unthinking Part 


* the World ?-What are Riches but Rubbiſh 
2 which 


be a thouſand. times more. wretched than by 
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which blind Fortune often beffous upon the 
moſt Wor thleſs? Are not theſe,” however, the 
only Equivalent which he can offer for the. real 
and ſubſtantial Happineſs ae enjoys in the Poſs 
ſeffion of a lovely virtuous Woman, without 
which he acknowledges himſelf that he muſt 
be miſerable? As for the Snow-Balls of ſome 
envious Females, who cannot bear the Mortifi- 
cation of having their Beauty eclipſed by fupe- 
rior Charms, every body of the leaſt Penetra- 
tion will find out the Motive of their Invecy 


| tives, and the World, unjuſt as it is, if a Wo- 


man's Behaviour be otherwiſe regular and comy. 
plaiſant, will not charge her with the Fault of 
an , obſcure Birth, but on the contrary, will 
think that the Accompliſhments of her Body 


and Mind ſufficiently attone, for what none but. 


Fools or malicious Women will impute to her 
as a Crime; ſo that upon the whole I muſt 
conclude, that you ſuggeſt to yourſelf a great 


many Difficulties which will never happen, 


and if you y will promiſe me not to be offended, 
I will - and here I ſtopt u 1 had a Nad 
of Approbation Iwill, I fay, add chat 


fv uch Scruples, ſuch Delicacies, are inconſiſtent 
with the Violence of a Paſſion to; which: you. 


on your Heart to- be lubjected, and in my 


Opi- 
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Opinion, you muſt either have ſomething of a 
natural Averſion to Matrimony, or a very great 
Diffidence of your. Lover's Conſtancy after 
Marriage, that frightens you from entering into 
that State. You are an excellent Caſuiſt, ſaid 

fhe, and tis no eaſy Matter to deſend one's 
felf againſt ſo powerful an Antagoniſt ; but 
when you have read the melancholy Story of 
my Life, you will, I fancy, alter your Opi- 
nion. I will now go and do a little Buſineſs, 
and return thereafter with the Manuſcript ; and 
when you have peruſed it, my dear Miſs, faid 
ſhe, with a deep Sigh, if you are not of my 
Sentiments, I will abandon them and adopt- 
ye ur's; with that ſhe retired, and was ſcarce 
gone a Minute when I had a Meſlage from the. 

Prioreſs, who deſired to ſpeak with me in her 
own- Apartment, I immediately obeyed. I 


found her with an old Nun who was her Fa- 


vourite. Well, Miſs, faid the Priorefs, upon 


my appearing, How do you do, and how do- 


you like your Convent? As to my Health, 
Madam, anſwered I, I thank God it is per- 
feAly good; and as to my Habitation I have 
had ſo ſhort a Trial of it, | that I can as yet fay 
very little about it; only this, that hitherto: 
1 e met with very civil Uſage, and if it con- 
tinues, 


— 


= * 
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tinues, 1 ſhall have no Reaſon to be diſpleaſec 


with my Confinement. I hope, my Dear, 


ſaid ſhe, that you'll be ſo fat from having a Dif- 
like to the ſolitary Life we lead, that Heaven 
will at laſt inſpire you with the falutary' 
Thoughts of renouncing this vain World, and 
becoming one of us; 1 know your doing fo 
would give the good Man your Father an un- 
ſpeakable Satisfaction; and as to my own" 
Part, you may eaſily believe how joyful I am 
when I ſee a Girl, in the Bloom of Youth and 
Beauty, renouncing al ſenſual Pleaſures and 
Enjoyments, and wholly devoting herſelf to 
the Service of Heaven, which I hope and pray 


may be your Caſe. Your Prayers, Madam, 


anſwered I, may do a great Deal, and I ſhalt . 
be overjoy'd to have the Benefit of them, as 


your Sanctity is exemplary ; and, if I am rightly - 


informed, extends to the utmoſt Limits that 


human Nature is capable of; conſequently: 


your Interceſſion at the Throne of Grace will, 


no Doubt, be favourably received, and 1 ſhall 


feel the bleſſed Effects of it in my Converſion, 


and Diſpoſition to a religious Life, which as yet 


I muſt confeſs I am deficient in. Very well, 
my dear Child, faid ſhe; Don't you think, 
NY Martha, Aa herſelf to the other | } 

; a 
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Nun, that the Work of Regeneration is al- 
ready begun in this poor Child's Soul, and that 
we ſhall have the Comfort of not only ſeeing 
the deluſive Vapours, with which her poor 
Brain was affected when ſhe came here, intirely 
diflipated, but likewiſe of being perſuaded, 
from the Deſire ſhe expreſſes of being in a State 
of Grace, that Heaven has fingled her out as 
a Choſen Veſſel, and that ſhe will add to the 
Number of the Saints which this Convent has 
furniſhed to the Heavenly Feru/alem above? 1 
ſhall not be over-baſty, ſaid Siſter Martha, in 
judging of her Diſpoſition to a religious Life ; 
but I think it will be no Raſhneſs in me to 
conclude, that there's neither in her Behaviour 
nor Words the leaſt Appearance of a diſordered 
Brain, and I wifh the Abbe who brought her 
here has not impoſed upon us; for my Part, 
continued ſhe, from what I obſerve myſelf, 


and from what Siſter Tereſa has told me, I have 


but too much Cauſe to ſuſpect him; and were 
it not a Liberty to which I have no Title, I 
would ask the Favour of this young Lady to 
relate her Story, which would probably ſet us. 
right in an Affair about which I have great 
Doubts. This, Nun appeared to be a Woman 


of ſo good Senſe, and — had ſomething ſo 
_ 


1 


* 
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| diſcreet in her Behaviour, and ſuch A Sweet- 
neſs in her Countenance, that tho? J had re- 


ſolved to let none in the Convent but Siſter Te- 
reſa know any thing of my Amours, yet 1 
could not for my Life ſtand out againſt the Sol- 
licitations of this deſerving Woman, and I im- 
mediately told her, that tho? there was little 
in the Adventures of my Life worth her Notice, 
but ſeveral things which muſt put me to the 
Bluſh, yet I found it abſolutely out of my Pow- 
er to deny her Requeſt ; fo without further Ce- 
remony I recounted, in as brief a Manner as 
poſſible, my whole Story; and when it was 


ended, Siſter Martha embracing me, I now 


ſee plainly, ſaid ſhe, that Revenge made your 
Chaplain introduce you here as a delirious Per- 
ſon, and I am ſorry that our Credulity has 
made us do you ſo much Injuſtice; but J don't 
doubt but our reverend Mother Prioreſs as well 
as all the Members of this Community, when 


El they are informed of the Impoſition, will endea- 


vour to render your Confinement as eaſy as 
poſlible to you. Whatever this Lady faid was 
a Law to the Prioreſs, and I thought it no ſmah 
Point gained to have her on my Side. The Pri- 
oreſs accordingly made me a great many Ex- 
cuſes for the Error ſhe had 15 under, and pro- 

Vor. 5 M miſed 
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miſed to treat me in a very different Manner 


from what the had intended, adding that ſhe 


would write to my Father if I thought proper. 
I thanked her in the meſt ſubmiſſive Manner 


per, I believed it would be the beſt Way to 
give him Time to cool. Beſides, Madam, 
faid I, as your Company and the reſt of the La- 
dies in this Convent is extremely agreeable and 
edifying, it would grieve me to be ſo ſoan de- 
ptived of it, particularly as I am now, I hope 
in your Opinions, reſtored-to the Uſe of my 
| Reaſon, of which our Chaplain had thought 
fit to deprive me. They both ſmiled, and the 
Prioreſs faid, that ſhe really thought his Re- 


uenge bore no Proportion to the Offence, and 


then diſmiſſed me, with an Aſſurance of her 


Favour and Protection. I returned to my 


Chamber where I found my dear Tereſa wait- 
ing for me. I flew into her Arms, and em- 
bracing her with Tranſport, my deareſt Friend, 
ſaid I, I'm now cured of my Madnefs, and 
will not you cengratulate me upon that happy 
Event ? By the Surpriſe which was vifible in 


her Looks, ſhe ſeemed to be apprehenſive that 
I was far from being what I imagined, and 


that really and truly I was ſomething more than 
wWhim- 


poſſible, but told her that knowing his Tem; 


| 
| 
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whimſical ; but I baſtened to tell her my Ad- 
venture, which ſet all to rights again. She 


pulled out of her Pocket the long look'd-for 
Manuſcript, and, in delivering it into my 


Hands, ſaid, My Friendſhip to you muſt be 
very ſtrong, and my Confidence in your Diſ- 
cretion very great, when I truſt you with a 
Looking-Glaſs, in which you'll ſee many diſ- 


mal Objects that muſt give you Horror, and 


ſome moving Scenes which will draw Tears 
from your Eyes; but J hope, my dear Friend, 
in running over my Weaknefles, you'll be per- 


.. fuaded that, notwithſtanding ſome Condeſcen- 


hons which Gratitude to a generous Benefactor 
forced me to comply with, my Intentions were 
always pure and innocent, and that my Heart, 
ſeduced as it was, never harboured any Thought 
prejudicial to the ſtricteſt Virtue and Honour ; 
and this being premiſed, I will leave you to 
entertain yourſelf with my unhappy Story ; but 
if you expect to meet with any thing but a 
plain unaffected Narrative of Facts without 
any Flights of Fancy, or Elegance of Stile, 
you will be greatly diſappointed : For tho“ I 


perhaps could have embelliſhed it a little, had I 
writ it with a Deſign to make it publick, yet as 


the Deſign was only that it might ſerve me as 
M 2 an 
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an uſeful Memorandum upon ſome Occaſions, 
I was at no great Pains about the Dreſs, pro- 
| vided nothing material was omitted, Upon 
faying this ſhe retired, and ſhe was no ſooner 
gone than I threw my Eyes upon the Manu- 
ſcript which began thus, if I rightly * 
not having tranſcribed 1 | = | 
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or other, either before or after my Death, 
fall into aPrinter's Hands, and be thought 

* worthy by him to be communicated to the 
Public, for the Variety of Events with which 
it abounds, he will; ao Doubt, think it his 
Intereſt not only to put the Story in a better 
Dreſs, but alſo to du in ſeveral Incidents of 
| his 


| F what I write ſhould by ſome | Accident 
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his own, to render the Book the more enter- 
taining, and make of the whole a miſcellaneous 
| ſumbie-of Truth and Fable, to hit the Variety 
of Taſtes, and thereby promote the Sale, which 
is all he wants. I own that a Tradeſman, 
or a Manufacter of a Piece of Work, is in 
the right to poliſh it in the neweſt Gouf?, that 
he may have a ready Sale for it ; and as he that 
deals in the Manufacture of Books, either 
makes a ſudden Fortune, or is hurried into 
ſudden Ruin, he has very good Reaſon to 
take a very particular Care of the Stuff they 
are made of; but I cannot, however, imagine 
that Truth has Occaſion for a florid Stile to re- 
commend it ; and I wiſh my Story may never 
appear in the World, if it cannot be intro- 
duced to Advantage without being ſtript of its 
ſimple Dreſs, and adorned. with fictitious In- 


cidents. _ | [ 


My Grandfather . ee a Srotty. | 
Fortune i in Trade, and being not a little ſmit- | 
ten with the epidemical Diſtemper of French- - 
men, could not think | himſelf happy till he 
purchaſed an Employment, by which he and 
his Poſterity ſhould be raiſed from the morti- 


fying Plebvian Rank, and ingrafted, if 1 may 


ſo 
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fo ſay, in the Tree of Nobles. | With this 
View he purchaſed the Title of Treaſurer of 
Fance, at the Expence of twenty Thouſand 
Crowns; and as he had been uſeful to the fas 
mous Mr. Colbert, Comptroller General of the 
Finances, in ſeveral; Things relating to Cont- 
merce, that Miniſter propoſed to him the Cons 
ſulſhip at Naples, which he accepted, and 
went there with his Family, where he re- 
mained till he died; and was ſucceeded in his 
Poſt by my Father his only Son, who married 
a Neapolitan Lady of a very good Family, and 
a Woman of fine Accompliſhments, who; 
tho' her Heart was otherwiſe engaged, gave 
her Hand to my Father, by the Command of 
a rigorous Father; and tho', as this was the 
Caſe, ſhe could not be ſuppoſed to love her 
Huſband, yet ſhe behaved ſo prudently, and 
had ſuch an abſolute Command of her Tem- 
per, that he never had any Occaſion to ſuſpeR 
her Affection to him. *Tis true, his Beha- 
viour was ſuch to her, that ſhe could not but 
reſpect him, and I believe, what by his Com- 
plaiſance an Attachment, more like that of 
2 Lover than a Huſband, joined to the Ce- 
ment which the Procreation of Children, muſt 
make between Huſband and Wife, ſhe at laſt 


ſur- 
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furmounted. her firſt Inclination, and my Fa> 
ther reigned in her Heart without a; Rival. I 
had. a Brother. x Year younger than myſelf, 
end a little Siſter ave Years younger, which 
was the laſt my Mother ever had. At the 
Age of twelve. 1 laſt my dear Brotber z the 
Small Pox carried him off, but ſpared me, tho 
I had them juſt after him. My Mother be- 
ing wholly wrapt up in her Son, who was in- 
deed a Miracle for his Age, contracted ſuch a 
Melancholy that it threw her into a Decay, 
in which. ſhe languiſhed about a Year, and 
then died. O Heavens ! ——— When TI think 
of that diſmal Day, how it chills my Blood ! Had 
it been the Pleaſure of Providence to have 
— her and to have ſubſtituted me in her 
Place, what Misfortunes would my poor Fa» 
ther have avoided, and from what terrible Per- 
Jecutions and Miſeries ſhould I have been deli- 
vered ! But every Man and Woman muſt act 
their Part on the Stage of Life, as it is laid 
down in the Books of Fate, which a learned 
Man of my Acquaintance told me was very 
different from the immediate Act of Providence, 
tho”. Fate itſelf could not be ſettled but by the 
eternal Decree of aw omnipotent and ſupreme 
Being, who as he #'oniniſcient muſt foreſee all 


fu- 
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future Events, yet his Preſcience does not de- 
prive human Creatures of free Agency. But 
theſe are Intricacies too deep for me to dive ini 
to, and as little ſhall I pretend to dip into the 
Syſtem of Fataliſts, tho' I have ſuch a Notion 

of it from the frequent Converſations of the 
ſaid Gentleman with another Perſon, in my 
Preſence, that I think it repugnant to the prin- 
cipal Attributes of the ſupreme Being. For 
three Months after my Mother's Death my 
Father ſeemed to have quite forgot the Con- 
cerns of Life, by the Diſpoſition of his Chamber 
hung with black Cloth and darkened: In this 
Sort of Tomb did he ſit from Morn to Night, 
gazing on a gold Box ꝑlaced on the Table be- 
fore him, in which was my Mother's Heart; 
and L often accom panied him in this melan- 
choly Place, where, by the Help of Wax Ta- 
pers he would now and then make me read the 
Adventures of a Gentleman at Rome, who, 
upon the Loſs of a Wife, whom be paſſionately 
loved, had ſhut himſelf up in ſuch a Place as 
this for a whole Year, never having once ſeen 
the dun or Day- Light during that Time. My 
A Father was reſolved to imitate his Example, 
and often told me with Tears in his Eyes, that 


L eruel to condemn me to the Sort 
D | of 
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of Life which he intended to lead, he was re- 
folved, after ſettling his Affairs, to ſend me to 
France, to the Care of an Aunt of his who 
was married at Paris to one of the Farmers ge- 
neral, a Man extremely rich. How happy 
bad it been for me that this Project had been 
executed; but Fate, or ſomething elſe, had 
otherwiſe deereed, and I was, it ſeems, born 
under the Influence of ſome very unhappy 
Plannet ; or rather Providenee, for my Good, 
and to wean my Heart froiti an inordinate 
Love of the Pleaſures of Life, kindly threw 
into my Way Diss eulties and Trials enough 
to diſguſt me with the World, and to make 
me tbok or fublunary Eroyments as ihef@ 
tramſttory Shadows, that are gone i the 
Twinkling of an Kye. and even in the fleets 
ing Mements ef thetf Poſſeffon are ſs elogg ' d, 
that no tations? Creature can be fond of them: 
This at Teaft J can ſay from Experience dat in 
the whole Courſe of my Life, I never knew 
what it was to paſs one fingle Day in what 
may be called uninterrupted Joy; ſomething 
from within or from without ftill ſtood im the 
Gap; unſatisfied Defires, di fappointed Hopes, 
Frowns of Patents, diſagrecable News, bodily 
Diſtempers, not to mention the momentary 
Changes 


Noailles and Tencin.- 131 
Changes of one's own, Femper, and a Thou. 
ſand other Inconſiſtencies in our Frame and 
Diſpoſition, to which we are every. Moment 
liable and obn oxious. Some one or other of 
theſe Contingencies of human Nature (if I may 
ſo tenn them) are our conſtant Attendants, 
and put a Stop to our Career in the Purſuit of 
Pleaſures, or throw ſuch a Damp upon their 
Enjoyment, that they ſoon loſe. their Reliſh ; 
and in this Diſpoſition of Things, I have often 
admired the infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
Providence, in preventing, by this Means, aur 
making the Enigyments of this World the 
principal Objects of our Deſirea. But to re- 
turn to my Father: Tha' I believe his Grief 
for the Loſs of my Mother was real, and that, 
perhaps, in the Height of it, he reſolved to dif 
poſe of me in the Manner be told me, yet 
Things took a very different Turn; his Grief 
by Degrees abated, he removed from his dole: 
ful Apartment, and began to receive the Vi- 
ſits of his Friends and Acquaintances, whoſe 
Company. and Converſation ſoop reſtored him 
to a perfect Compoſure of Mind; ſo that about 
the End of the fourth Month after his Wife's 
Death, he ſeemed to have quite forgot her, 
and . the Ame and other publick 


Places 
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Places as if no ſuch Thing ha d happened. Our 
Governor, who had a particular Regard for my 
Father, was à Nobleman of great Accom- 
pliſhments, and might be ſaid to have no o- 
ther Failing, but that of taking up too much 
of his Time in Gallantry, be did my Fathet 
the Honour of a Viſit, and having told him 
that he underſtood his Daughter was pretty, he 
deſired to ſee me, upon which I was called, 
and made my Appearance direMy. His Ex- 
cellency made me'a great many Speeches, and 
told my Father that he inſiſted upon his bringing 
me to the Aſſemblies which were kept thrice a 
Week at his Houſe, and his Deſire you may 
believe was eaſily complied with; for our Go- 
vernor, as he's a Vice Roy, is very abſblute in 
Naples, and will be obey' d; beſides, it was 
my Father's Intereſt as Conſul for the French 
Nation to keep well with him. Tho” I was at 
that Time an abſolute Stranger to every thing 
of Love and Gallantry, yet I could diſcover by 
certain Glances which the Governor threw at 
me, when my Father happened to turn his 
Head about, that he ſaw ſomething! extraordi- 
nary about me which took up his Thoughts, 
and I had a Sort of Foreſight that I ſhould be 
— unhappy upon his Account; the Event but too 
| well 


* 
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well confirmed my Conjecture. My Father 
did not fail to carry me next Aſſembly Day 

along with him to the Governor's, where 1 
was very much careſſed, particularly by the 
Counteſs of Maricalia, a Widow Lady; a fine 
Woman indeed, but coquettiſh to ſuch a Des 
gree that her Reputation had greatly faffered ; $ 
but your Court Ladies laugh at the confined | 
Ways of thinking of us inferior Females, and 
think themſelves ſo far above Scandal that they 
are the firſt who make a Jeſt of the Reports 
that are ſpread about their Intrigues, —— As. 
this. Lady kept cloſe by me, the Governor, 
under Pretence of entertaining her, found 
Means. to tell me in very plain Language that I 
had made a Conqueſt of his Heart, and that he 
would be the unhappieſt Wretch upon Earth 
if I did not pity him. What ſurpriſed me 
moſt was, that he made his Declaration before 
this Lady, who made me many congratulatory 
Compliments on, my Conqueſt, and told me 
that tho? ſhe had ſome Pretenſions to the Go- 
vernar's Heart, yet out of Regard to his Hap- 
pineſs, and in Conſideration of my ſuperior 
Merit, the would yield it to me, provided I 
would grant her my Friendſhip in return. I 
was very * Loſs what Anke to make 

Vor. I. "0 to 
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to Declarations ſo odd as they both appeared to 
me. I told the Governor that I ſhould have 
been, perhaps, greatly mortified, had he not 
treated me with the ſame Gallantry as other 
Ladies upon their firſt Appearance at Court, 
but chat I would take Care not to imagine, as 


ſome others had done, that he meant any thing 4 


farther by it than to ſay a civil Thing; and as 
for you, Madam, turning to the Widow, if 

ou think my Friendſhip of any Value, you 
may purchaſe it at a much cheaper Rate, than 


by ſuch a Sacrifice as you propoſe; and, in 


my Opinion, his Excellency would be much to 
blame to think of conquering any Heart but 
her” bl who loves him fo well as to facrifice her 
own Happineſs to procure his ; for my Part, 
Madam, tho' I have no Experience i in ſuch 
Matters, and have no Inclination to be better 
informed, , yet according to my preſent Notion 
of Things, I believe I ſhould ſcarce be fo ge- 


nerous as to give up my Intereſt, in a Man 


whom I loved, to a Rival, and I think the 
Woman who is capable of ſuch a generous 
Action, deſerves the Whole of his Heart. I 
had no ſooner pronounced the laſt Words than 
a Gentleman, who had, it ſeems, ſome Buſi- 
neſs with the Governor, came up to him, 
which, 
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which, to my great Satisfaction, put a Stop to 
our "Converſation. The Governor rofe up 
and in leaving us told me, ſmiling, We will 
take another Opportunity to diſcuſs the Argu- 


ment we were upon; and J hope, Madam, 


ſaid he to the Counteſs, you will continue to 
be on my Side; but whether it was that ſhe 
began to repent of her Generoſity, or did not 


chuſe to renew the Converſation before another 


Lady who had joined us, when the Governor 
was gone, I know not, but ſhe ſaid not a 
Word, and glad I was, for her Procedure 
had greatly ſhocked me. About the Hour of 
the Aſſembly's breaking up, I obſerved the 
Governor whiſper my Father, who a little 
after came and told me that we were to ſtay 
Supper, which threw me, without knowing 


for what Reaſon, into a ſhivering Sort of a 


Fit, but it furniſhed me with a Pretence of 
going home; which my Father conſented to, 
after telling the Governor that T found myſelf 
a little indiſpoſed. J here ſaw a new Inſtance 
of a growing Paſſion, for his Concern was fo 
viſible, that I wondered' my Father did not 
take Notice of it. He bruſhed up to me 
with an Air of a Man under ſome violent Agi- 


tation, and 1 told me very ſoltly, I doubt not, 
N 2 Miſs, 
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Mis, but you can juſt now read. your | Con- | 
queſt not only in my Looks, but at the fame 
Time ſee what a ſudden Change your Indif- 
poſition has wrought upon the whole Frame of 
my Body, and you may believe 1 ſhall be far 
from being eaſy till I know that you are, per- 
ſectly recovered ; I had flattered myſelf with 
the Pleaſure of your Company at Supper, but 
I find now that I muſt be deprived of that Sa- 
tisfaction; my Body will be here, but my | 
Heart attends you ; and as.it adores you with | 
inexpreflible Raptures, I hope you'll uſe. it 
kindly, and ſometimes think of its wretched 
Maſter. I made no Anſwer to this rapturous 
Speech, but after curtefying to the Company 
left the Aſſembly Room, and was handed to 
my Coach by the Governor's Equery. I was 
extremely pleaſed to find myſelf at home, and 
exempted from the Perſecution of our Gover- 
nor, who, tho* a Widower, I was pretty 
ſure had no honourable Intentions towards 
me, and I was fully reſolved to go no more to 
his Aſſemblies, and even to tell my Father my 
Reaſons, if he inſiſted on my going, 


NoTHrinG. could equal my Surpriſe next 


ans. when Word was brought me tit 
the 
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the Counteſs was come to — me a Viſit; I 
immediately flew to my Fathers Apartment to 
acquaint him, and he ordered me to go and 
entertain her till he was dreſſed, which he 
did that Day with more Ceremony than uſual. 
The Moment the , Counteſs ſaw me, ſhe ran 
with open Arms to embrace me, and told me 
that nothing could give her more Pleaſure than 
to find me perfectly recovered, which ſhe 
could judge I was, by the Freſhneſs of my 
Complexion, and a Sparkling in my Eyes, in- 
fallible Signs of Health : O how our poor Go- 
vernor, added ſhe, - would be raviſhed, were 
he here juſt now! and how thoſe two brilliant 
Stars would dart Flames of Love into his 
Heart ! Indeed, Miſs, continued ſhe, he loves 
you ſo paſſionately, that were the. Indies in his 
Power, he would give all the Riches in them, 
for the Poſſeſſion of your dear Perſon ; and 
tho?, to ſpeak ingenuouſly, I am acting againſt 
the Intereſt of my own Heart, in endeavouring 
to repreſent the Violence of his Paſſion for you, 

and uſing all the Arguments I can think of 
to move your Pity towards him, yet his Caſe 

is ſo melancholy, ſo deſperate,  rhat I cannot 
hinder myſelf from pleading with you in his 
Behalf. 1 need not trouble you with a De- 
N z ſeription 
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ſcription of his Perſon, you have ſeen him, 
and muſt know that few Men are more hand- 
ſom; and the Elevation of his Rank as Vice - 
hy of the Kingdom of Naples, would make 
the proudeſt Lady in this Country ambitious | 
of being the Object of his Withes; and for 
my Part, anſwered I with Warmth, inter- 
rupting her, as I am pretty certain that the 
Vice-Roy of Naples can have no honourable 
Deſigns upon the French Conſul's Daughter, I 
look upon all his Declarations of Love as In- 
ſults ; and were he King of the Tuo Sicilies 
and of the whole Earth beſides, he would in 
vain attempt to ſeduce my Virtue : As I look 
upon you, Madam, continued I, to be a Wo- 
man of Reputation, I cannot imagine how you 
came to take his Cauſe in Hand, without 
knowing whether his Deſigns are honourable 
or not. She fell a laughing with all her Force, 
and at laſt ſaid with a Sneer, and in an ironical 
Tone, to be ſure the Vice-Roy, knowing 


Miſs Tencin's high Notions of Virtue, muſt. 


only talk to her in the matrimonial Strain; 
and does my pretty little Miſs, added ſhe, 
really fancy that ſhe's to be a Vice-Roy's La- 
dy? No, Madam, cried, I in a very ſurly 
Tine: I have no Notion, nor, indeed, any 

Am- 
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Ambition to be elevated to that high Rank; 
but I have Spirit enough to deſpiſe any Man or 
Woman upon Earth, who imagines I can be 
treated with on any other Terms; and you'll 
oblige me, Madam, if, as I imagine you came 
here at his Deſire to ſound me, you'll adviſe 
him not to give himſelf or me any farther Trou- 
ble, for he may be aſſured it will be to no Pur- 
poſe. My Father's coming in prevented her 
Anſwer, which, no Doubt, would have been 
bitter enough, if one might judge from the 
Anger which appeared in her Looks; and I 
believe my own were not very compoſed. But 
the Counteſs, who was one of thoſe artful Wo- 
men, who can transform themſelves, in a Mo- 
ment, into what Shape they think proper to 
aſſume, told my Father that her Impatience 
to know the State of my Health had got the 
better of her Lazineſs, and made her get out of 
Bed this Morning ſooner than uſual; I made a 
very profound affected Bow, without ſaying 
one Word, but my Father ſpoke for himſelf 
and me too, and complimented her in ſuch a 
high Strain, that I began to think ſo many fine 
Speeches flowed from fome other Source than 
the Obligation he thought himſelf under upon 
my Account, and his Looks greatly confirmed 


my 
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I reſolved directly to try an Experiment, by 


which I fancied 1 ſhould make a Diſcovery. 57 
ſuppoſe, Madam, ſaid I to the Counteſs, you 


did not drink Chocolate this Morning before 
you came abroad, and therefore, with your, and 


my Fathei's Permiſſion, I will go and order 


ſome for Breakfaſt ; with that I got up, ſcam- 
pered to the Door, without giving her or him 
Time to reply. I judged that if my Father 
was diſſatisfied, he would, after ſne was gone, 
reprimand me for my Forwardneſs; and if o- 
therwiſe, I ſhould conclude that he was pleas'd 
with my giving him a Tete @ Tete with the La- 


dy: In ſhort, I flattered myſelf that I ſhould, 


by their Behaviour after I returned, diſcover 
ſomething. Belides, I was glad of any Excuſe 
of getting from a Woman for whoſe Company 
and Perſon I began to have an intire Averſion. 
Upon my Return they both appeared to be 
very well pleaſed, particularly my Father, who 


thanked me for thinking of Breakfaſt, which 
perhaps might not have come into his Head. 


The Counteſs was full of Spirits, and ſaid a 


great many pretty Things; for it muſt be al- 


lowed ſhe was a Woman of great Wit, and 


had her Morals correſponded with her other 


En- 
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| Endowments, perhaps few or none in the 


Kingdom would have exceeded her; ; but as ſhe 
was defective in what is moſt amiable in our 
Sex, all her other Accompliſhments did only 
render her more conſpicuouſly odious; for T 
Took upon a beautiful vicious Woman as a 


ſtrange Compound of Contraries, and an Af 


ſemblage as prepoſterous, as a Negro's F: ace 
with white Spots in it. What a Pity is it 

to ſee a Maſter piece of Nature rendered 
frightful by a corrupted Mind and how far 
from being nauſeous are even outward Defor- 


mities, when the Soul is endowed with ſhining 


Virtues! An Fpi#etus could inſpire a fine Lady 
with tender Sentiments, and the Beauties of his 


Mind fo wholly poſſeſfed her Thoughts, that, 


deformed as he was; his Embraces gave her 
no Diſguſt; but ir once a Man diſcovers in 2 


Woman vicious Inclinations, tet her be as beau- 
tiful as Vemut, even in the higheſt Raptures of 
his Paſſion, he muſt deſpiſe her, and when the 
Violence of the Flame begins: to loſe its Force, 


and Reaſon, by Degrees, to reafſume its Func- 


tions, her Beauty fades apace in his Imagination, 
thoſe very Charms with which he was ſo much 


captivated, tho” perhaps not in the leaſt: dimi- 
nilhed, loſe their Influence, her-Behaviour and 
4 LT Conduct 
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Conduct diſpleaſe, he is ſurpriſed at his Infa- 
tuation, and at laſt hates her heartily ; which 
was the Caſe of my unhappy Father, and the 
Source of my Misfortunes. Before the Coun- 
teſs went from our Houſe, ſhe told my Father 
that the Governor was to take a Family Supper 
with her that Evening; and as I know, added 
ſhe, how acceptable your Company is to him, 
you'muſt do me the Favour to come and act 


the Landlord : Vou know, continued ſhe 


ſmiling, that to help the Widow and the Or- 


phban is a Duty incumbent upon all good Men; 


but as one Woman is not a Match for two 
Cavaliers, I hope you'll bring Miſs along with 
you, that ſhe may keep me in Countenance, My 
Father 1 could eaſily obſerve, was extremely 

pleaſed with the Invitation, and told her, very 
gallantly, that any Poſt about her was more 
agreeable to him than to be a Prime Miniſter 
of State; that he thankfully accepted the Em- 


ployment ſhe honoured him with, and ſhould 


endeavour to acquit himſelf to her Satisfaction: 
So off went my Lady conducted by her adopt- 
ed Landlord, who thought himſelf in the 
High Road of being un a real Landlord in 
her Ladyſhip's Houſe. When he had handed 


her into her n he returned with Joy in 
his 
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1 Looks, I ſuppoſe, at the Thoughts of his 
new Employment. Henrietta,” faid he, this 
charming Lady ſeems to be fond of you, I 
would therefore earneſtly recommend to you, as 
a Thing which will be to your own Advantage 
as well as mine, to make it your chief Endea- 
vours to cultivate her Friendſhip. Sir, ſaid 15 


my conſtant Study ſhall be to obey your Or- 


ders, in every Reſpect, to the utmoſt of my 
Power, and if, after what I have to communi- 
cate to you about the Counteſs, you think 
it proper I ſhould make my Court to her, I 
certainly will, tho? I foreſee many Inconveni- 


ences attending a particular Intimacy; T then 
recounted Word for Word my Converſation 


with the Governor and my Lady, and was 


more ſurpriſed than can be expreſfed to find 


my Father highly pleafed with the Diſcovery. 


My dear Child, ſaid he, do not let ſuch 


Things alarm thee. The Governor's Paſſions 
are ſtrong, and if he finds he cannot gratify his 
Deſires upon his own Terms, you will perhaps 
get ſo deep into his Heart, that, rather than be 
miſerable, he will comply with your own 

Conditions, and I ſhall reap an Advantage, 

which, for Reaſons, I don't think proper to let 
you know as yet. But, anſwered J haſtily, 
the 
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the Counteſs makes a Jeſt of my pretending to 
honourable Conditions. Never mind that, 
faid he, but fgll keep up to them, and leave | 
the reſt to my Management ; but be ſure to | 
behave diſcreetly to the Governor, and above | 
all Things not to diſoblige the Counteſs. It 
is my Duty to obey you, Sir, ſaid I, but I 
on that I don't love ſuch political acting, and 
I dread the Conſequences of this Affair, being 
almoſt certain that the Event will not anſwer 
your Expectations. Never fear, Simpleton, 
cried he, but do as I deſire you. I asked his 
Liberty to go and ſee my little Siſter who was 
boarded at a Convent in the Neighbourhood. 
You may go, faid he, but come home to 
Dinner, . becauſe I expect ſome Company. 


eee n « 3 - 


Tun Nun who had the Charge of the 
Boarders in this Convent had been an intimate 
Acquaintance of my Mother's, and ſhe was as 
a Mother to my Siſter and me; and tho' I had 
promiſed every thing that my Father deſired, 
yet I reſolved to conſult with this good Lady, 
and to govern myſelf by her Advice rather than 

his, becauſe I had too much Reaſon to think 
that the Charms of this bewitching Counteſs 


had made a ſtrong Impreſſion upon his Heart; 
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and tho? I did not imagine that, in order to 


make himſelf happy, he would conſent or be 


acceſſary to my Ruin; yet as I had heard and 
read of ſome” Men who have facrificed their 
own Honour as well as that of their Children 


to gratify their Paſſions, I was reſolved to ad- 


viſe with my Friend in every Step I took, Up- 
on my appearing at the Grate, my dear Child, 
ſaid ſhe, my Impatience to wiſh you Joy was 
ſo ſtrong, that had you not come I was going 
to ſend a Meſſenger to ' acquaint you that I 
wanted to ſpeak with you. I am glad, Ma- 


dam, faid I, that I have prevented your 


taking that Trouble, and muſt beg that you'll 
inform me upon what Account you intended 
to wiſh me Joy. Why, Child, ſaid ſhe, 
upon a Conqueſt which muſt, no Doubt, 
highly fatter your Vanity, and make all our 
Neapelitan Ladies look upon you with envious 
Eyes; but pray, my Dear, anſwer me one 
Thing ; How did the Counteſs of Maricalta 
behave ? Inſtead of giving you a direct An- 
ſwer to this Queſtion, Madam, give me leave 
to tell you that my Deſign of coming here this 
Morning was to give you a particular Account 
of my Adventure with the Governor and that 


Lady, and to beg the Favour of Jour Advice, 


Vor. I. 00 by 
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by which I am reſolved to regulate my Con- 
duct. And you may be aſſured, my dear Child, 
-faid ſhe, that I will always give you the beſt I 
can, fo let me hear your Story, which I did; 
not omitting the leaſt Circumſtance. She 
liſtened to what I ſaid with great Attention, 
and when I had concluded, ſhe lifted up her 
Hands and Eyes to Heaven and pronounced 


theſe Words: May kind Providence be a Shield 


to her Innocence, and preſerve her from the baſe 
and wicked Deſigns of a Man mad with the 
Rage of Luft, and a baſe treacherous Woman a 
ſcandal to her Sex ! May her poor deluded Father 


be reſtored to the Uſe of his Reaſon, and ſee, be- 


fore it is too late, the Precipice on which he 


fand: And may his Daughter*s Virtue baffle all 
the helliſb Plots of thiſe who ſeek her Ruin]! Du- 


ring this Ejaculation, I trembled from Head 
to Foot, turned as pale as Death, and I believe 


I ſhould have aQually fainted away, had not my 
Friend made me take a little Drop of a Cordial 
Water, of which there was a Bottle by Acci- 
dent at Hand. When I was a little recovered, 


ſhe told me that my Story had greatly alarmed 


her, but that ſhe hoped, whatever Danger I 
was in, Heaven would not abandon me; but 
that you may fee, my Dear, continued ſhe, 

that 
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that my Fears are not without Foundation, I” 
muſt let you know, in a few Words, the Sto- 
ry of this Counteſs, that you may be the more 
upon your Guard. I need ſay nothing of her 
Perſon, you ſee what it is, and muſt allow 
that very few Women can enter the Liſts with 
her for external Accompliſhments; and did ſhe 
join to ſuch a lovely Body a virtuous Mind, ſhe - 
might, without Exaggeration, be reckoned. 
one of the fineſt Women of the Age; but 
alas ! ſhe has effaced the Luſtre of her Charms - 
by the Irregularity of her Conduct, which is 
perhaps not ſo much owing to Conſtitution, as 
to the bad Example ſet before her by a Mo- 
ther who was infamous for her Intrigues. It 
was always my Opinion, that the ſupreme Be- 
ing had not formed any of his Creatures with a 


vicious Byaſs and Propenſity, and I could ne- 


ver bear the pompous Harangues of ſome of our 
Preachers upon the natural Turpitude; and in- - 


deed too many of our Divines ſeem to imagine, 


that the propereſt Way of exalting the Deity is 


in degrading Mankind, and abuſing his Off- 


ſpring ; and this they do by repreſenting us 
coming into the World. with Guilt, and natu- 


rally incapable of performing. any Action virtu- 


ous in itſelf, or acceptable to Heaven. I think 
EM: there 


g „ "5+ g A 
r 2 3 


DOT 
- n ' — 
C 


4 45 — — — Reg 0 42. — « 
. 0 — heel e a 22 p 4-0 at % - ant » 82 > — = — 
* 2 — w #0 cel r E ry WAY — — 4 he £ <<, E * — —— i = 
— no * - 8 * ” 1 3 + . 2 & — 2 - 0 : — —— 
3 SY n . 8 n n Brad ms r 
8 . - * N 8 — U 1 1 * 


Du 2 i ** 5 - * 
» g 3 LN 1 
FEE 


148 The ADVENTURES of 

there cannot be a greater Reflection on the Au- 
thor of Nature, or his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 
and Purity, than ſuch an Opinion; and I am 
perſuaded that our Propenſities, which are not 
acquired, are on the Side of Virtue. But to 
return to the Counteſs, whoſe Education was 
ſo wretchedly bad, that it is no Wonder ſhe in- 
dulges herſelf in the ſame Career of Pleaſures 
which her Mother followed ſo openly, that the 
Daughter, no Doubt, firmly believed ſhe 
committed no Crime in imitating her Example, 


who ſo far from inſtilling Principles of Modeſty 


and Virtue into her Heart, admitted her, as I 
have been credibly informed, into ſome of her 
Parties of Pleaſure, and often ſtrenuouſly main- 
tained, in her Preſence, that the Prohibition of 
Gallantry only regarded the lower Claſs of Mor- 
tals, and was no * binding on Perſons of 


Quality. 


I have no Patience nor Inclination to enter 
into a Detail of her Mother's diſorderly Life 
after her Husband's Death, nor ſhall I mention 
ſome inconſtderate Steps of her Daughter 
when ſcarce thirteen ; I ſhall only tell you that 
ſhe never played the Coquette bare facedly and 


without Reſerve, till her Husband brought 
her 


- 
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her to this City, and ſhe fell acquainted with 
our Governor; who being a Man very ſuſ- 
ceptible of Love, ſoon made his Addreſſes to 
her, and did not (if Fame ſpeaks Truth) long 


languiſh : For fix or ſeven Years ſhe has been 


the favourite Sultana ; but it feems now, my 
dear Child, that her Reign draws to a Cloſe, 
and that he wants to ſubſtitute you in her 
Place, which Heaven forbid. I am not at all 


afraid, Madam, ſaid I, that the Governor 


with all the Arts and Stratagems he can em- 
ploy, ſhall ever be able to ſeduce my Virtue 
and Innocence, but I dread the Power of the 
Counteſs's Charms with my Father, who is, if 
I am not greatly miſtaken, much taken with 
them already ; and who knows, but, finding 
the Governor's Paſſion almoſt wore out, ſhe - 
may bs inclined to liſten to my Father's Ad- 
dreſſes upon honourable Terms, and if ſhe e- 


ver conſents to give him her Hand, ſhe will, 


no Doubt, make a Merit of what ſhe will call 
a Sacrifice, purely to oblige the Governor, and 
that ſhe may be of more Service to him in his 


Deſigns upon me. As a Mother-in-Law, 


with the Art that ſhe is Miſtreſs of, and all the 
Opportunities that ſhe could wiſh for, I muſt 


lay my Account to be vigorouſly attacked, and 


O 3 if 
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if ſhe ſhould after all find her Attempts unſuc- 
ceſsful, into what a Rage muſt ſuch a Diſap- 
pointment through her, and what dire Effects 
of her Revenge ought not I to dread ? The 
Proſpect before me is gloomy, the Precipice, 
at leaſt in my Imagination, not very remote, 
and I advance a pace towards it ; but I hope my 
Virtue, aſſiſted by your Prayers and Advice, 
will be a Guard to my Steps, and preſerve me 
from falling into the dreadful Gulph of Shame 
and Miſery. As my Father ordered me, ad- 
ded I, to be at home at Dinner, I muſt not 
ſtay any longer here, but to-morrow about this 
Hour I will return and give you a faithful Ac- 
count of what paſſes. this Evening at the Coun- 
teſs's, where I ſuppoſe my Father will inſiſt 
upon my going along with him; and where I 
will endeavour to watch their Conduct ſo nar- 
rowly, that you yourſelf will be able to form a 
Judgment of their Deſigns. Go, dear Child, 
faid ſhe, and may the Almighty protect you 
from all wicked Attempts of thoſe who are 
purſuing your Ruin. It will, confeſs, added 
ſhe, be a great Misfortune to you ſhould that 
baſe Woman come into your Family, but I 
hope after what your Father knows already of 
ber Character, and what I will. take Care to 
| let. 
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let him know, before Matters are near a Con- 
eluſion, he will not be ſo mad as to marry one 
of ſo bad Fame, and ſo unlike his former 
Wife. However, ſhould his Paſſion blind him 
ſo as to make him trample under Foot the Ob- 


ſtacles which his Friends will throw in the 


Way, and make him not only overlook 
her Debaucheries, but likewiſe ſtifle the oppo- 
ſing Motions of his. Honour; and ſhould he 
(which is the worſt that can be ſuppoſed) be ſo 
far deluded by this Woman as even to join 
with the Governor and her in their helliſh Plots 
againſt your Virtue ; nor they, nor all the in- 
fernal Powers will be able to prevail, while you 


place your Truſt and Confidence in God, and 


earneſtly implore his Protection: Let this be 
your conſtant Practice the Moment your Eyes 
are open in the Morning, and before they are 
ſhut at Night, and through the Courſe of the 
Day, make every now and then this Ejacula- 
tion: I am ſurrounded on every Side by Enemies, 
who ſeek my Ruin; but may. Heaven protect me 


from all the baſe Attempts, and confound their 


Devices. 


THro' Providence may ſometimes ſeem to 


abandon the Virtuous for a Tryal of their 
| | Faith, 
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Faith, yet ſooner or later an inviſible Power 
comes to our Relief, when we leaſt expect it ; 
and this may ſtill be depended upon, that if our 
Hearts are ſincerely attached to Religion and 
Virtue, we will be enabled to go thro* our 
Tryals with a perfect Reſignation to the Will 
of God, who in his appointed Time will give 
us a complete Victory over our Enemies, and 
let us ſee, in their Diſappointments and Diſ- 
grace, the Folly and Madneſs of deviating 
from the Paths of Righteouſneſs; and indeed, 
my dear Child, if we are ſteady in the Practice 
of Virtue and of our religious Duties, we will 
enjoy a certain Serenity of Mind, which will 
bear us up under the greateſt AMiQtions, even 
tho? we have but the diſtant Hopes of their 
ceaſing when we leave this World: How 
ſhort the Term of our Sufferings, even in this 
Caſe, compared to the laſting happy Proſpect 
of eternal Bliſs ! and who would not chuſe to 


undergo Hardſhips of the worſt Sort for the 


ſhort Time we are to remain in this World, 
without murmuring, for ſuch a Recompence 
as our bountiful Creator has provided for thoſe 
who love and ſerve him to the utmoſt of their 
Power; for tho' in our human frail State we 


cannot attain to the Purity of the angelical Na- 


ture, 
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ture, yet as Heaven knows under what Diſad- 
vantages we labour, from the conſtant Warfare 


of the Fleſh and the Spirit, he has graciouſly 


aſſured us that our groſſeſt Miſtakes, upon a 


ſincere Sorrow and Repentance, will not be 
laid to our Charge, but will be blotted out of 


the Book of his Remembrance, and we, in 


and through the Merits of our bleſſed Saviour's 
explatory Sacrifice, approved of in the general 
Judgment of the World as good and faithful 


Servants : O what Heart would not glow at the 


Thoughts of ſuch a raviſhing delightful Scene 


What Man or Woman, who could only now 
and then fix their Thoughts on a future State 
eternally happy without the leaſt Mixture of 
Pain, or eternally miſerable without the leaſt 
Hopes of Relief, would, to enjoy the fleeting 


| Pleaſures of this Life, (which, from the Checks 


of Conſcience and other Inconveniences at- 
tending their Enjoyment, are not only unſatis- 
factory in the very Moment of their Fruition, 
but leave behind them a Diſguſt, the Conſe- 
quence of diſappointed ExpeCtations) riſk their 
eternal Happineſs, or. murmur at the Diſpen- 
fations of Providence, ſhocking, perhaps, to 
Fleſh and Blood, but intended by the wiſe Aus 
thor of Nature, our gracious and bountiful 


Father in Heaven, as Chaſtiſements neceſſary 
ta 
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to quicken them to their Duty, and to rouſe. 


them from that Lethargy of Sloth and Luke- 
warmneſs in Religion, into which they might 


otherwite be apt to fall: This would naturally 
lead me to examine into the ſeeming unequal 
Diſtribution of what we commonly call the 
good Things of Life, and whether every 


Man and Woman's State is not wiſely and fa- 


vourably laid out by Providence for their Ad- 
vantage ; but I have already, I am afraid, too 
far tranſgreſſed upon your Time, and perhaps 
upon your Patience too, without reflecting that 
a young Girl may be very good and virtuous, 
tho” ſhe be not wholly wrapped up in ſuch 
Contemplations as our ſolitary Lives render fa- 


miliar to us, and employ the ſpare Time we 
have from our immediate Acts of Worſhip, O, 


Madam, cried I, nothing can give me more 
Pleaſure than to liſten to your heavenly Diſ- 
courſe; and could I flatter myſelf that by imi- 
tating your Example, in retiring from the 
World, I could but arrive at a State of Per- 
fection many Degrees lower than your's, no 


Conſideration on Earth ſhould retain me in it, 
where in all probability I ſhall be expoſed to 


many ſevere Tryals; and in this, Child, ſaid 


ſhe, interrupting me, you have a glorious Op- 


portunity 


. ⁰ 6] ⅛ U. 


vhich a heated Imagination may repreſent as 
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portunity of arriving at a higher Degree of 


Virtue than we within theſe Grates can pre- 
tend to; for I am far from thinking that our 
Virtue has the ſame Luſtre or real Merit with 
that of a Perſon who has ſurmounted a thou- 
ſand Temptations, from which our being de- 
barred all Commerce with the World exempts 
us; and I will ſay farther, that tho' I have 


made it my Choice to ſeclude myſelf from the 


Society of Men, yet I am far from thinking 


that my Merit is equal to that of a Woman, 


who, notwithſtanding her Connexion with 
the World, and her being continually expoſed 
to the Allurements of it, bravely ſtands her 
Ground, and goes through all the turbulent 
Scenes of Life with unſullied Virtue: Such 
States as ours are calculated for Perſons un- 
qualified to move in ſo high a Sphere, and who 
perhaps, without the Conſtraints we lay our- 
ſelves under, would yield to Temptations 


- which our Virtue could not ſurmount; and if 


we have any Merit at all (I only ſpeak for 
myſelf) it conſiſts in our voluntary Choice of 
ſuch a State of Life, as puts it out of our Power 
to be groſly vicious: Therefore, my dear Child, 
take Care not to indulge viſionary Perfections, 


no 
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no where exiſting but in Cloiſters ; they are 
intollerable Priſons to ſome, downright Hells 
upon Earth to others, and but Sanctuaries to 
a very few. We may be called little Republics 
not otherwiſe uſeful to the Common-wealth 
than by our being proſtrate from Morning to 
Night at the Altar, and putting up our Prayers 
for a Bleſſing on the lawful Endeavours of our 
Fellow- Creatures who are buſied in the Affairs 
of Life; and did we diſcharge this Duty with 
Exactneſs and Fervour, we might have ſome 
Claim to their Acknowledgments and Friend- 
ſhip ; but alas ! we are nothing leſs than what 
we would have the World believe us to be ; and 
there's ſcarce a Nunry in the whole Kingdom, 
where the Members are not divided into little 
Parties and Factions, animated with mutual 
Hatred and Animoſity, and conſtantly plotting 
againſt one another ; but what is ſtill more 
ſurpriſing, you will find among us Ambition, 
Vanity, Covetouſneſs, Envy, Malice, Gal- 
lantry, and all the other faſhionable Crimes 
that abound in the World ; and the principal 
Reaſon or Cauſe of ſuch Diſorders I take to be 
owing to this, that not one of twenty have a 
real Vocation to a religious Life. How many 


of our Nuns are facrificed for the Intereſts of 
| Fa 
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Families, not rich enough to procure them 
ſuitable Matches, and who during the whole 
Courſe of their Lives curſe the Day on which 
they pronounced the fatal Formula How ma- 
ny others have been gained over by the Ca- 
reſſes and Cajoleries of Nuns, who being 
wretched themſelves are glad to make others 
ſhare in their Miſery ! and theſe no ſooner diſ- 
cover the Impoſition, which after their Re- 
ception ſpeedily happens, but they look upon 
them as their mortal Enemies, and the cruel 
Authors of the Miſery into which they have 
irrecoverably plunged themſelves. What then 
can be expected, but Hatred, Malice, and 
conſtant Jarring, between Women who think 
themſelves ill uſed when the others upbraid 
them with Treachery and Seduction? The 
Conſequence whereof is, that the whole Com- 
munity is divided into Factions, and every 
Individual takes the Side that is moſt agree- 
able to her own Way of thinking. But I 
am not conſidering that I detain you much 
longer than J intended. Adieu, my dear 
Child, I will at ſome other Occaſion re- 
new the Converſation upon this Subject; in 
the mean Time be aſſured of my Friendſhip 

Vol. I. * and 
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and Prayers: Go, and, if you can conveniently, 
let me ſee you to-morrow ; upon which ſhe 
retired, not giving me Time to make the leaſt 
Acknowledgement of her Favours. I returned 
home penetrated with the ſurprizing Deſcrip- 
tion my Friend had given me of the religious 
Communities. How ſtrangely have I been de- 
ceived, thought I within myſelf, and how lit- 
tle are we to rely upon outward Appearances ! 
If Vice and Immoralities have even crept into 
thoſe holy Retreats, where can one fly to be 
ſecure ? A Moment after I was got home, the 
Gueſts whom my Father had invited to Din- 
ner arrived, three in Number, all of them 
Frenchmen, and I ſuppoſe Traders. My Father 
was full of Spirits, no Doubt, with the pleaſing 
Thoughts of paſſing an agreeable Evening with 
the Counteſs, at leaſt ſuch was my Conjecture, 
and this joined to the Diſcourſe of my dear 
Friend at the Convent made me extremely 
thoughtful ; on which my Father, as he knew 
me to be naturally chearful, rallied me. My 
Daughter, ſaid he to the Gentlemen, never 
goes to viſit a little Siſter of her's boarded in a 
Convent, but the Nuns preach her into me- 
lancholy Fits of Devotion, but ſhe little knows 
that the greateſt Part of their affected Auſterity 


15 
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is nothing but mere Grimace, and all their 
canting Converſation upon the raviſhing Plea- 
ſures they enjoy in a religious retired Life, are 
only Traps to catch poor unthinking Girls, 
whom they want to render as unhappy as 
themſelves. It was pretty odd that his Senti- 
ments and my Friend's ſhould ſo well agree; 
and I cannot ſay but this Concurrence of Teſ- 
timonies put the Thing quite out of doubt with 
me. I anſwered, however, that Madame d Allon 
(the Name of my Friend) was the only religi- 
ous Lady I vifited in the Convent; and that I 
believed he would not ſuſpe her for preaching 
up any Doctrine ſhe did not practiſe herſelf. 
Ay, ay, cried he, ſhe's a very good Nun, and 
is, I believe, ſincere in what ſhe profeſles.z 
| but ſhe wants to raiſe People up to a Degree 
of Perfection which is quite without the Reach 
of human Nature; and according to her Syſ- 
tem the Men muſt turn Monks and Fryars, 
and the Women Nuns, to obtain Happineſs 
hereafter. If that was her Syſtem formerly, 
replied I, ſhe has now relinquiſhed it; for this 


very Morning ſhe poſitively aſſerted, that ſhe 
looked upon her own Merit as far inferior to 


that of a Woman, who could preſerve her Vir - 
tue unſullied, amidft the Temptations and Al- 
2 lurements 
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lurements of a degenerate World ; and con- 
cluded that Confinement and Grates were only 
calculated for Perſons unqualified to move in 
ſo hich a Sphere. I think, ſaid one of the 
Gentlemen, who was pretty far advanced in 
Years, the Lady's new Syſtem is as rational 
2s the former was wild; for to confine Salva- 
tion to a Parcel of indolent lazy Monks and 
Fryars would be a terrible Baulk to honeſt In- 
duſtry, which is enjoined ſo ſtrongly to the 
whole Race of Men, that he who does not 
provide for his Family is deemed worſe than 
an Infidel; but ſuch a monſtrous Notion needs 
no Arguments to confute it: I ſhall therefore 
drop her old Syſtem, and only add upon the 
new one, that J perfectly agree with the La- 
dy's Opinion, for this ſhort Reaſon; that 
there can be no great Merit in abſtaining from 
a Crime which is not in our Power to commit. 
And this we all know may be the Caſe, in 
many Reſpects, with Women confined within 
the Grates of a Cloyſter; but if, by the Au- 
ſterities of a holy Life, they can attain to an 
intire Conqueſt of all vicious Inclinations and 
Deſires, there's, no Doubt, ia ſhining Merit 
in that Victory. But how can it be ſuppoſed, 


ſaid another of the Gentlemen, that a Lady 
bred 
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bred up in a Convent from her very Infancy, i in 
the conſtant Practice of all the Chriſtian Duties, 
ſhould have any irregular Deſires unleſs ſhe 
brings them with her into the World, and 
conſequently muſt have a natural Impulſe that 
leads her on to Vice? which I am ſo far from 
allowing, that I think we all of us have natu- 
rally a moral Senſe implanted in the Mind, di- 
rectly calculated to ſpur us on to Virtue, other- 
wiſe we muſt drop the comfortable, and, in 
my Judgment, the juſt Opinion that we re- 
ceive nothing from the Hands of the ſupreme 
Being which is not, like himſelf, perfectly 
good. Nothing that he might not communi- 
cate, conſiſtent with his infinite Benevolence. 
Original Sin may here, tis true, be urged as a 
Check upon my Hypotheſis, and Children's 
being given (a Thing conſiſtent with daily Ex- 
perience) to Lying, Pride, and every Vice 
they are capable of committing, ſeems to con- 
firm the Depravity of our Natures. But as 
to the Perverſeneſs of Children, it may eaſily 
be accounted for. Do we not daily ſee en 
Mothers acting, without Deſign, as if they 
had a real Intention to eraſe out of their Minds 
the pure Impreſſions of Nature? Are not E- 


quivocations commended in young Children 
T3 whilſt 


ok 


162 The ADVENTURES ef 


- Whilſt they are for their Parents Advantage? 
Are they not taught to be proud of their 
Clothes before they can put them on? Is a 
Child a little: out of order, perhaps from an 
over-loaded Stomach, Is not this the fond 
Mother's Language, What will my Dear eat? 
What ſhall I get for thee? Here ſhe endea- 
vours to enervate the Mind by Luxury. But 
there are many more Methcds of inſtilling Vice 
into the flexible Minds of Children, which I 
dare ſay have not eſcaped the Obſervation of 
any here preſent, ſo that it would be quite 
needleſs to repeat them; and I ſhall only add, 
that 'tis owing to Education, the continual 
Temptation of preſent and ſenſible Objects, 
and the powerful Force of Example, that there 
is ſuch a great Degree of Vice in the World. 
Theſe ſuſpend the generous and kindly Influ- 
ences of Compaſſion, harden the tender Heart, 
and make us deaf and blind to Pity. Here the 
Gentleman ended his Diſcourſe, with which 
I] was very well pleaſed, I mean as to his Sen- 
timents, which received a perſuaſive Force from 
the graceful Manner of Delivery, and I could 
with Pleaſure have liſtened to him longer upon 
the fame Subject. My Father, after a Mo- 
ment's Silence, in which I had Time to make 
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my little Reflection, told him ſmiling, I have 
no Inclination, Sir, to enter the Liſts with 
you upon the natural Propenſities; I ſhall only 
beg leave to ſay, that you muſt be very little 
acquainted with the Manners and Cuſtoms of 
our Nunneries, if you imagine their Inhabi- 
tants as innocent in Theory, with reſpect to cer- 
tain Vices, as they perhaps are in Practice. 
There are Nuns, and many of them too, who, 
tho* confined within the narrow Precinct of a 
Convent, are as much acquainted with the 
Ways of the World, as if they frequented the 
moſt publick Places, and acted a conſpicuous 
Part on the Stage of Life; and I dare ſay 
there's not a ſecret Intrigue or Piece of Scan- 
dal that happens, from one Year's End to the 
other, in this City, but what is directly carried 
to the Convent, where my Daughter was this 
Morning, by ſome Prude or other, who make 
it the chief Buſineſs of their Lives to pry into the 
Amours and Intrigues of the Fown, that they 
may afterwards, in conjunction with the holy 
veiled Matrons, concert proper Meaſures of 
rendering Publick what otherwiſe would, per- 
haps, never be known ; and were theſe hypo- 
critical Devotees to confine their Defamationg 
to Perſons who were really guilty, one might 

be 
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be apt, out of an abundant Charity, to attri - 
bute what they 'do to indifcreet Zeal, or to 
their Abhorrence of Vice, and to terrify others 
from ſuch Practices by the dread of being ex- 
_ poſed, which with many would be a ſtronger 
Preſervative than religious Motives ; but theſe 
publick Nuſances, for I can term them no 
otherwiſe, when the Town affords them no 
real Adventures, are fruitful in Invention, and 
are ſure to have ſome ſcandalous Report whiſ- 
pered about upon ſome Perſon or other, who 
has the Misfortune to diſoblige either them 
or their aſſociated Nuns ; and rather than not 
carry on their uſual defamatory Trade without 
Interruption, they will even traduce Perſons 
whom they never ſaw, and with whom they 
have not the leaſt Acquaintance. What Opi- 
nion then can one entertain of Nuns who cor- 
reſpond with ſuch Monſters ? How is it poſſi- 
ble to imagine that in Places where Women of 
ſuch Characters have the Government, young 
Girls can be educated in the pious innocent 
Manner you imagine? No, no, Sir, our 
young Ladies, who remain in Convents from 
their Childhood till they arrive at the Years cf 
n are far from being Novices in the 
| 10 | Theory 
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Theory of Gallantry, when they. make their 
Appearances in the World, and not a few: of 
them learn even the practical Part there, in 
which they are greatly indulged by the conſide- 
rate Nuns, that they may not tell Tales when 
they are got from under their Direction. As 
this is your Notion of thoſe religious Houſes, 
ſaid the Gentleman who ſpoke before, I am 
ſurpriſed, Sir, that you would truſt the Edu- 
cation of your Daughter with ſuch People. In 
the firſt Place, anſwered he, it is by far the 
| leaſt expenſive Way of having young Girls 
taught what they muſt abſolutely know; and, 
in the next Place, it happens that my. Daughter 
is under the Inſpection of a Woman who, is of 
a very different Character from the Generality 
of them, and will, I believe, as far as ſhe is 
able, prevent her being corrupted by bad Ex- 
ample. Here ended the Converſation upon 
the Subject of Nuns and Convents; and ſoon 
after our Strangers taking their Leave, retired, 
and my Father went out after they were gone, 
acquainting me that about ſeven he would re- 
turn, and carry me along with him. to the 
Counteſs's Houſe ; and be ſure, added he as he 
was going out at the Door, to dreſs yourſelf to 
the beſt Advantage, without giving me Time to 
alk 
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aſk the Reaſon of ſuch Orders. What can be 
his Plot, ſaid J to myſelf, in ordering me to 
dreſs to Advantage? Does he imagine that 
the Governor's Paſſion will riſe to ſuch a 
Height that he will become his Son-in-Law ? 
Though his Vanity would be flattered by ſuch 
an Alliance, yet my Heart diſclaims the Match, 
and tells me plainly that I ſhall be unhappy if 
ever J am united to him. But I have no Oc- 
caſion to anticipate Evils which are not likely 
to happen, tho* the Governor is perhaps amo- 
rous, yet he is ambitious, . and rather than not 
ſtrengthen his Intereſt by a ſuitable Alliance, 
he will conquer his Paſſion, if he finds it can- 
not be gratified, but in a Way prejudicial to 
his ambitions Views. And ſhould he harbour 
nothing in his Breaſt but baſe Deſigns of gain- 
ing me over as a Miſtreſs (which I could re- 
ally wiſh were the Cafe) I ſhall ſoon let him 
ſee the Folly and-Madneſs of any ſuch Project, 
and my Father could not with any Confidence 
blame me, if I carried my Reſentment to ſuch | 
a Height as never to ſee his Face more; and 
indeed I feel a ſecret Pleaſure within me upon 
the Thoughts of Things coming to this Extre- 
mity. With ſuch Soliloquies as theſe, did I 
paſs away a great Part of the Afternoon, and 
* not 
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not at my Toilet, as my Father had ordered 
me, who was not a little out of Humour, upon 
his Return, to find me ſo different from what 
he expected. I thought, ſaid be, that you 
would have had more Regard to my Orders, 


for your dreſſing in the beſt Manner you could, 


than what I now find; pray do me the Favour 
to tell me the Reaſon of your diſobeying my 
Commands? I am clean, Sir, anſwered I, 
and I thought that was all you meant. The 
Excuſe, cried he, in an angry Tone, is worſe 
than the Offence, for it joins to Diſobedience 
Diſſimulation, which is a greater Crime than 
the other. Well, Sir, ſaid J with the Tears 
in my Eyes, fince I muſt tell you what I ſhould 
have willingly kept withia my own Breaſt, for 
fear of giving you Offence, pleaſe to know 
that I cannot with any Satisfaction accompany 
you to that Lady's Houſe, for Reaſons which 
will be but too ſoon made known to you by 
others than me, and which, I dare ſay, you 
will find to be reaſonable Obſtacles againſt any 
young Woman's frequenting. her Company, 
who has the leaſt Regard to her Reputation. 
Explain yourſelf, ſaid he with Fury in his 
Looks; I inſiſt upon knowing theſe Obſtacles 
immediately, that I may be able to judge 


whe- 


- * 


— — — — — — 
8 8 . — 5 . 
7 8 * — oe er On, — — IES 
11 — — = * — - * * — = — — T FT 
* k — —— — Eee — 4 5 
n * ä — 


*., 
4 ht 
Welt: 
9 
N 

7 


E OE TE” OLI 


OLI own 0 06G — 


8 G ERS 
* * 
9 2 E 1 = 
* 
be 
ar rr W 1 ne re ten rr ore ” ———— 
— 2 — —— —— — — — en — Mo — 
” Fu * * * * . ＋— — o „ 


— . — — o 


163 The ApvenTUREs of 


whether they are reaſonable or not. I trembled 
from Head to Foot, and could not pronounce 
one ſingle Word, ſuch a Terror J was under. 
No Subterfuges, no Evaſions, added he in a 
thundering Voice, but the downright Truth 
with all its Circumſtances, or you may expect 
to be treated with all the rigorous Puniſhments 
that a juſt Indignation can invent. I threw 
myſelf at his Feet, where a Flood of Tears 
guſhed from my Eyes; I embraced his Knees, 
but he puſhed me from him with ſuch Violence 
that, falling backwards, my Head ſtruck the 
Floor with fo much Force that Sparks of Fire, 
I thought, flew from my Eyes; and tho* I 
was neither killed nor wounded, the Stroke 
had ſo confounded me, that, for ſome Mi- 


nutes, I did not altogether recover my Senſes. 
At laſt, however, I came to myſelf, and find- 


ing that this cruel Treatment, or, perhaps, 
the Stroke, which pained me not a little, had 
dried up my Tears, and put a Stop to my 
Sobbs, I could now ſpeak diſtinctly, and I 
therefore without farther Delay addreſſed him 
in the following Manner. 

I am extremely ſorry, Siry that my Impru- 
dence has been the Occaſion of putting you 


into 
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into ſuch a Paſſion, and I am willing to make 
any Attonement, in my Power, for the Of- 


fence I have been, without Deſign, guilty of, 


provided my Submiſſions can make you eaſy, 
and reſtore me to your Favour, which no Con- 


ſideration on Earth, except the Loſs of my 
Honour, could tempt me to forfeit; and I 
know you are too good, too juſt, and have 


too much Grandeur of Soul to defire ſuch a 


Sacrifice of me. I am therefore ready, if you 
ſtill require it, to inform you of what I have 
been told concerning the Lady, by which you'll 
| ſee that my. Unwillingneſs to be in her Com- 
pany, or to have any Correſpondence with her, 
is not the Effect of a groundleſs Antipathy, but 
proceeds from the juſt Apprehenſion of having 
my Reputation blaſted. Proceed, faid he, I 
will hear what you have to ſay.— I re- 
counted, Word for Word, the whole Con- 
verſation I had that Morning with Madame 
d Allon, as her Diſcourſe had made too ſtrong; 
an Impreſſion upon my Mind to forget it. I 
could obſerve my Father's Countenance ſome- 
times all in a Flame, which made me tremble, 
and ready more than once to ſtop ; however, 
on this Occaſion, I ſurmounted my natural 
Timidity, and finiſhed my Narration; but 
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good God ! what Reception met it with ! and 
How ſtrangely was I diſappointed in my Expec- 
tations ! He wildly ftared, ſtamped and walked 
about the Room, exprefliug the Swell of Rage 
in every Look, in every Action; at laſt he 
ſtood, and broke out into theſe very odd Ex- 
preſſions. By Heavens] nothing but Calumny, 


Adumm'd helliſh Calunny ! Go, WWretch, to thy 


Chamber and let that be thy Prijon, till I think 


Proper to releaſe thee : 1 will fall upon a proper 


May of puniſhing that calummating Monſter, but 
tate Care not to let her know by Letter or other- * 
.wviſe what has happened, for if thou do, I 
fear by all that's good thy Life ſball pay for it, 
and I myſelf will be the Executioner. I made 
no Reply, but left the Room, and went 


| ſtreight to my Chamber, where 1 had abun- 
dance of Time, without the leaſt Interruption, 


to reflect on what had happened, I canſfidered 


my Father as a Man paſſionately in love with 


that Woman, and conſequently ſhocked at 
what I had ſaid; I pitied his Blindneſs, and 
-beartily forgave the ill Uſage I had met with, 
rather condemning myſelf for Imprudence than 
him for Cruelty. Till about eight at Night 
no Mortal came near me, and then only an 


two 


*F 
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two Ounces of Bread, which he told me his 
Maſter had ordered him to bring me at that 
Hour. I asked him if my Father was returned? 


No, Madam, ſaid he, the Coach is ordered” 


to attend him at the Counteſs de Maricalta's 
at Midnight : Very well, anſwered I, you 
may retire. I ſuppoſe, ſaid Ito myſelf, after 
the Servant was gone, my Father reſolves to 


puniſh my Body with this ſpare Diet, but Iam 


infinitely better pleaſed with this Bit of Bread 
and - Glaſs of Water, than to have been a 


Partaker of his elegant Supper in the Place 


where he is; ſo that inſtead of mortify- 
ing me, as he imagines, I own myſelf ſingu- 


larly obliged to him. Many a poor Wretch⸗ 
has no better Suppers for Months together, 
and many better People, in all Reſpects, than 

I can pretend to, are perhaps deprived of even 
this lender Refrefhment, which if not ſo re- 
liſning as rich Ragouts and delicate Viandes, - 
breeds none of thoſe noxious Humours which 
are the Conſequence of high Feeding; beſides, 
is there not a ſecret Pleaſure reſults from our 


being perſecuted for the Cauſe of Virtue ? Am 
I not infinitely more happy here alone with the 
poor Man's Repaſt, than at the ſplendid Ta- 


ble of a lewd Woman, baſe enough to ſerve - 


2 -. as 


— 
— 


3 
8 rr 
e 
— 2 


| 
; : 


Ir 
1 
Th 
" 
92 
by 
= 
k 
77% 
1:8 
, 
1 
1 
. 
* 
4 
FN 
428 
4% 
o 
& · 
1 
1 
1444 
1 
0 
.* 
8 
1 
7 if 
* 4 
4 2 
1 
"i 
. 
1 
KF 
„ 1 
3: 
2 + 
WH 
? 
„ 
4 
at * 
4 
, $ 
. 


. ͤ : etch ew Ie Lame Be or ne — 3 
4 — 8 1 —— 
- > 3 2 x3 " — = — ä Inn — — — 
. K 8 Bing rr en 2 — 2 — — 22 
— 23 8 — > =, ae NS — y nw — — - 
* 7 r — = or 
— * . — — . LIE — => 


— — <Y nar ty. , Ov * * - 
- _ . of be K. #1 
r $ . 8 ; 2 4 7 2 — . 
N * 2 . n wad" ow N = - 2 — * TY > a 
7 — - * 5 F ” Mo eb l * 7 * A 2 — ot — ty 4 - \ ” a . 
22 2 — - r . n . — — . 
FFF r —— — 5 : . 8 — 
$2 mg b 8 . 2 — , _ 2 — — — 2 --- a 
= n— = __ 7 a „ — — — < — » A* nay — eee - 221 


— 
— 


1 2 
#28 oa E #4448 ZIET 
* MALM > 5-27 _ 1 


— 
. 
. 


. N S . 2 4 - 2 


— —— — 


192» The ADVENTURES of 


as a Tool in new Amours, ſince her Charms can 
no longer retain her Lover in her Chains ? 
O Virtue ! thou nobleſt Souree of Fortitude, 
thou ſweeteſt Support of the human Mind, 
s how unſpeakable is thy Value, and how 
much more than wretched is the Mind that 
wants thy Aids.” ] continued in the rapſo- 
dical Strain for a confiderable Time, and my 
Indignation was wrought up to ſo high a Pitch 
of ſomething very like Enthuſiaſm, that I 
thought my ſimple Bread and Water the moſt 
delicious Fare I had ever in my Life taſted. 
Before I went to Bed, where I enjoy'd a com- 
ſortable Night's Reſt, I threw myſelf upon 
my Knees, and prayed: with all the Fervour of 
my Soul, that my. dear Father might be pre- 
ſerved from the Snares. of that bewitching Wo- 
man, and that he might be made ſenſible of 
the dangerous Precipice on which he ſtood. 
Tho? I have no Faith in Dreams, and always 
thought it a very idle Fhing in ſome of my 
Sex to be taken with them, yet I had one 
this Night ſo extraordinary that I cannot help 
thinking that they are ſecret Premonitions of 
what is to happen, tho* for the moſt Part they 
relate to what employ our Thoughts in the 
Day-time, and ought to be diſregarded, 


There 


- 
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There is ſomething however ſo ſingular in this 
Dream or Viſion, that I cannot help giving it 
a Place here. 


MErhovenr my Mother came to my 
Bed fide, and drawing aſide the Curtains, took 
me gently by the Hand, and aſked me ſoftly, 
My dear Child, are you ſleeping ? No, Ma- 
dam, anſwered I not at all. terrified ; What 
are your Commands? Your Father, ſaid ſhe; 
has reſolved to let you have nothing but Bread 
and Water till after his Marriage with this 
unhappy. Woman, whom he now paſſionately 
loves, but whom. he will in the Sequel mor-- 
tally hate, when he comes to know the former 
and preſent Diſorders of her Life; but alas! 
faid the ſighing, it will be then too late, for 
ſhe will, before that Diſcovery is made, have 
completed the Work of his Ruin, as ſhe did- 
that of her fornier Huſband. She owes very 
large Sums of Money, and her Creditors keep 
off out of Reſpect, or, rather, from a Dread 
of the Governor's Power; but as his Days 
will be but few in the Land of the Living, no 
ſooner will his Breath be out, than yout poor 
deluded Father muſt go to Goal, or ſave him-- 
ſelf by Flight, I pity him, but Kill more l 
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dear Child, who deſerves a better Fate; but when 
all Reſources ſeem to be loſt, a generous young 
Nobleman, animated with a ſincere and ho- 
nourable Inclination, will preſerve thee from 

| being expoſed to Want and Miſery, and would 
think himſelf the happieſt an in the World to 
be for ever united to the Object of his Wiſhes : 
Whether that will happen or not Heaven only 
knows; but this I can make thee ſure of, that 
tho? thy Life will be attended with many Mis- 
fortunes and Croſſes, if thou placeſt thy ſole 
Truſt in God, and never deviate from the 
Paths of Honour and Virtue, thou wilt be en- 
abled to go chearfully through all the Rubs and 
ſhocking Scenes of it. Here methought ſhe 
gave my Hand a gentle kindly Squeeze, and 
vaniſhed from my Sight. 


WHETHER this was a Dream, or a Viſion, 

I ſhall not pretend to determine, tho” to this. 
Hour I am apt to believe the latter, from every 
Thing's happening preciſely according to the 
Prediction; however, ſuch an Impreſſion it 
had made upon my Mind, that Sleep was quite 
baniſhed from my Eyes. My firſt Thoughts 
were towards Heaven. O my God | 
«cried I, pity our Diſtreſs ; thou art a Friend 
n Inv 
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deed in Time of Need, and will protect all 
thoſe who put their Confidence in thy Good- 


neſs and Power. To thee I can appeal as a 
Witneſs of the Purity of my Mind, the Inte- 
grity of my Heart, and the Sincerity of my 


Love and Duty to my Father. I muſt, I 


will confide in thy Goodneſs. In ſome 
fuch Thoughts as theſe I paſſed-the remaining 
Part of the Night, and got up pretty early 
next Morning with an Intention to write a 


Letter to Madame d Allm, which I reſolved, 
to have ready in my Pocket in caſe any Oppor- 


tunity offered of ſending it; but upon my 


examining my Scrutore, I found I had got no 


Paper, and I knew it was needleſs to aſk ſor 


any. 


— 


Abou eight o Clock the old Footman 


knocked at my Door, and when I opened it, 


he preſented a Glaſs of Water with a little 
Cruſt of Bread, telling me that my Father had 
ordered him to. bring me that for Breakfaſt. 
Give my Duty to my Father, ſaid I, and 
tell him that I receive what he is pleaſed to 


ſend me with due Acknowledgment ; and tak- 
ing the Server on which the Glaſs and Bread 
were placed, I ſhut the Door. I muſt confeſs | 
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that this ſecond Meal of Bread and Water did 
not go down ſo well as my laſt Night's Supper, 
becauſe by this time I found my Stomach could 
have received ſomething more ſolid ; and my 
Dream holding ſo far true, made me conclude, 
that if 1 was to have no other Subſiſtance till 
my Father was married, he muſt go ſpeedily 
about it, or I muſt be reduced to Skin and 
Bone, and ſuffer not a little by the Diſtreſſes 
of Hunger, For if my Allowance contiuued 
to be the ſame, it could not poſſibly, I thought, 
keep in Life any long time. However I re- 
ſoived to ſubmit patiently to the Will of Hea- 
ven, which in its own due time would relieve 
me from my Diſtreſs. 


_ Iris furprizing, and almoſt incredible, that 
I ſhould have ſubſiſted above two Months upon 
about four Ounces of Bread a Day and a Pint 
of Water, without any Fit of Sickneſs or other 
bodily Diſtemper, but now and then ſome 
Pains in my Stomach and Swimmings in my 
Head; and fure I am my Preſervation is ow- 
ing to a miraculous providential Aſſiſtance, 
which 1 took care to acknowledge many times 
every Day upon my Knees, and in my mo- 

ee Ejdculay 05. ' The dervant,, who 
con- 
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eonſtantly brought my Bread and Water, was 
a ſurly crabbed old Fellow, and no doubt ima- 
gined that my Father had good reaſon for treat- 
ing me in the manner he did. This I could 
obſerve by his Behaviour, and was the Reaſon 
I never aſked him any Queſtions but about my 
Father's Health, which I enquired after every 
Did wv tif "dot oh | 


On the ſixty-ſeeond Day (for it may be 
eaſily believed I counted them very exactly) I 
could hear an unuſual Noiſe of People hurrying 
up and dowrf Stairs; and when my Jailor came 
with my Bread and Water, I ventured to afk 
him the nieaning of it; and he, in a ſurly 
Tone, told me that there was-a great Company 
to dine with my Father, Very well, ſaid I, 
and ſo ſhut myfelf up, not without ſhedding 
Tears, Town, to think that I ſhould be ſtarv- 
ing, when perhaps the meaneſt Domeſtick in 


the Houſe had more than was neceſſary: but I 


| ſoon checked my riſing Murmurings, by fixing 
my Thoughts on things far above the contemp- 


tible Pleaſures of Life; and conſidering, that 


if I ſhould die under this fort of Martyrdom, it 


me. 
ABOUr 


would be the happieſt thing that could befal 
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ABour five o'clock, as I was lying upon 
my Bed, to which my Weakneſs, not being 
able either to walk or fit up long, often con- 
fined me, I heard the Noiſe and Voices of 
Perſons coming up ſtairs, who at laſt knocked 
at ny Door, which I reached with ſome Difh- 
cult, and opened, not without Apprehenſions 
tt. ny Father was now to put the finiſhing 
Strg e to his Cruelties : and tho? one would think 
ſuca a Life as mine could not give the leaſt 
Anxiety far its Preſervation, yet Nature ab- 
hors a Diſſolution; and let our Condition be 
ever ſo iyreiched, the Thoughts of Death are 

ſhocking ; at leaſt this was my. Caſe. Nothing 
could equal my Surpriſe, when the firſt Per- 
ſon I perceived was the Counteſs, and cloſe 
behind her my Father. I could ſcarcely be- 
lieve my Eyes. Good God ! cried ſhe, hold · 
ing up her Hands, what do I fee ? Is it a Ghoſt, 
or a human Creature? Then turning to my 
Father; Alas! Sir, ſaid ſhe to him, you have 
carried your Reſentment to too great a height: 
Had ſhe injured me a thouſand times more 
than ſhe did, I never would have conſented to 
her being reduced to ſuch a frightful Skelleton 


_— eee go, ſaid ſhe to my Fa- 
ther, 
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ther, or I will myſelf, and order ſome Chicken- 
broth to be got in all haſte z in the mean time 
ſend up a ſoft Biſcuit with a Bottle of Fronti- 
niac, that ſhe may take a Spoonful of Wine 
with a Bit of Bread, to keep her alive *ill ſhe 
gets ſome Broth. At that inſtant, obſerving 
me ready, what with Weakneſs and Surpriſe, 
to fall on the Floor, ſhe took me under the 
Arm, and conducted me to my Bed. My 
Father did not open his Mouth, but by his 
Countenance I could obſerve that his Mind 
was not eaſy ; but whether the Condition he 
ſawy me in moved his Compaſſion, or that his 
Anger ſtill ſubſiſted, I cannot tell, but the 
Moment he ſaw me in Bed, he went down 
Stairs; and in a very little time a Servant came 
up with the Wine and Bread, of which the 
Counteſs directly made me take a Mouthful 
and half à Glaſs of Wine; after which ſhe 
told me, that ſhe would go herſelf and haſten 
my Broth, exhorting me to take Courage, and 

to believe that ſhe had no hand in the Hard- 
ſhips J had undergone. I returned her Civili- 
ties in the beſt manner I couldèꝰ 


* 


Tax Drop of Wine and Bit of Piſcuit had 
reliſhed ſo well, or rather my E'.u;-ger was ſo 
4 dat : urgent, 
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urgent, that when the Counteſs was gone out, 
I devoured the Remainder of the Bread, and 
drank a full Glaſs of Wine, which made me 
quite drunk; ſo that when a Chamber-maid 
brought up the Broth, ſhe found me ſinging 
and talking wildly, which made her conclude 
I was mad; and indeed ſhe was not much 
miſtaken ; for the Fumes of the Wine had got 
into my Brain, and made me quite light- 
headed : however at her Defire I ſupped ſome 
Spoonfuls of Broth, which by Degrees diſſipated 
the Vapours, and lulled me a-fleep, out of 
which I did not awake till eight o'clock, when 
I found the ſame Maid fitting by the Bed-ſide. 
Pray, tell me, ſaid I to the Girl, if I have 
ſeen the Counteſs de Maricalta and my Father 
this Afternoon in my Chamber, and it I have 
had Wine, Biſcuits, and Broth ? for I am not 
certain whether it be really ſo, or that I only 
dreamed of ſuch things; and tell me too, if I 
am not ſtill dreaming, when I fancy that I ſee 
a Perſon fitting by my Bed-ſide, to whom 1 
imagine myſelf talking ? The Girl could -not 
help ſmiling at my Extravagance ; however ſhe 
aſſured me, that I had really eat and drank, 
and ſeen the Perſons whom I mentioned ; and 
and as for myſelf, continued ſhe, taking one 
7 os 
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of my Hand, this Touch will convince you 
that I am no imaginary Creature, but real 
Fleſh and Blood, and a Woman ſuch as your 
| ſelf, tho? not reduced ſo low by Abſtinence. 
If this be the Caſe, anſwered I, what brought 
the Counteſs here ? You ſurpriſe me, Madam, 
faid ſhe : Do you not know, that this Lady js 
now your Mother-in-law, and that ſhe is come 
to live with her Huſband at this Houſe ? 


I immediately ſuſpected that this Maid, 
whom I had never ſeen before, belonged to 
her, and therefore I took care not to let her 
know my Averſion to this Marriage, or to ſay 
any thing diſobliging. It would probably have 
been an Advantage to me, faid I, if I may 
judge by the Change of my Condition, ſinee the 
Counteſs came to the Houſe, that ſhe had 

been here two Months ago, ſince her Com- 

| paſſion would, no doubt, have foften'd my 
Father's Indignation, and have prevailed with 
him not to have uſed me in fo cruel a manner 
as he has done; give my Duty to my Lady, 
and tell her that I am very ſenſible of her Fa- 
vours, which I ſhall acknowledge upon all Oo- 
caſions. Before I obey your Commands, Ma- 
dam, ſaid ſhe, let me beg of you to eat a Wing 
R of 
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-of this Chicken, which I have kept hot while 
you was ſleeping. She had no great Occaſion 
to uſe many Arguments with one whom Hun- 
ger had preſſed ſo much as it did me. I con- 
ſented with Pleaſure, and ſoon got the better 
of a Wingand a Leg, which was all ſhe would 
give me at that time. I then got up till my 
Bed was made, after which ſhe aſſiſted me to 
undreſs, and ſaw me in bed before ſhe left the 
Room, placing ſome Water and Wine within 
my reach, in caſe I ſhould happen to want 
Drink, which was no bad Precaution ; for I 
found my Blood in a ſtrange Ferment, and 
eften wanted to cool my Mouth and Tongue. 


NexT Morning about eight the ſame Maid 
brought a large Diſh of Chocolate with ſome 
Jelly, and told me that her Lady would come 
and ſee me as ſoon as ſhe was up. What can 
be the meaning of all this civil Uſage, thought 
I? Is it out of Pity? or is it with a view 
to give my Father an early Inſtance of her 
Good-Nature and Diſpoſition to forgive In- 
Juries ? or is it not rather to ingratiate her- 
ſelf in my Favour, that ſne may the more 
effectually bring about my Ruin? Charity in- 
deed obliges me to be very cautious before J 


give 
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give way to ſuch unjuſt Suſpicions ; but then 
her Character, does it not authoriſe them? 
Suppoſing the worſt; the ſame kind Provi- 
dence that has made her the Inſtrument of de- 
livering me from the Miſery of Hunger will, 
T hope, fruſtrate any bad Deſigns ſhe may have 
againſt my Virtue ; and till I plainly perceive- 
that ſuch are her Intentions, I will entertain 
a grateful Acknowledgment of her Generolity,, 
after what ſhe knows I faid againſt her. 


I neither ſaw her nor my Val for four” 
or five Days; becauſe the Houſe was always. 
crouded from Morning till Night, and no- 
thing but a perpetual Round of Feaſting, 
Gaming, and Dancing. However, my Meals 
were brought me regularly, and every thing 
good in its kind; fo that I began to recover 
 apace, and flatter'd myſelf, that if things went 
on at this rate I ſhould be happier than I ima- 
gined : but the Calm did not laſt long; new 
Storms aroſe, and I have for many Years 
been toſſed to and fro, like a Ship in a boi- 
ſterous Sea without a Pilot to direct her 


Courſe. 
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Tak Chamber-maid (whoſe Name was 
Mirella) not only brought my Victuals, but 
attended me by her Miſtreſs's particular Or- 
ders; ſhe was a Girl of very honeſt but poor 
Parents, and had Sentiments much above Per- 
fons of her Rank; ſhe was an excellent Needle- 
woman, and particularly excelled in joining 
of Lace. It may be thought trifling to be ſo 
particular. upon this Girl's Talents, but the 
Reaſon will appear in the Sequel of my Story, 
and at the ſame Time ſuch an Inſtance of At- 
fection and Friendſhip as is rarely to be met 
with. You may remember, Madam, faid 
| ſhe, I told you ſome Days ſince that my Lady 

was to pay you a Viſit, and you are perhaps 
ſurpriſed not to have ſeen her fince ; but as I 
find an invincible Prompter within me to ren- 
der you all the Service in my power, I am re- 
ſolved not only to inform you of every thing 
that happens, in general, in ' the Family, but 
likewiſe, in particular, of my Miſtreſs's Sen- 
timents with regard to you ; which are far / 
from being ſuch as you perhaps imagine them; 
and I think there's ſo much Cruelty, ſo much 
Wickedneſs in her Defigns, that I ſhould 


reckon myſelf as guilty as herſelf, were I 
| to 
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to conceal them from you. As for her 
Intrigue with the Governor, I underſtand by 
her that you are not ignorant of it, and that 
what you told your Father (who, poor Gentle- 
man, thinks her unjuſtly accuſed) .is the Rea- 
ſon of his having uſed you with ſo much Barba- 
rity ; but be not deceived by her apparent Ci- 
vilities, for there's nothing but Revenge in her 
Breaſt, and all her affected Kindneſs is with, 
no other View, but to ruin you more effectu- 
ally. The Governor is ſtill paſſionately in love 
with you, and is reſolved, I find, to ſtick at 
nothing to ſatisfy his vicious Deſires; and if 
Providence had not furniſhed me with the 
means of putting you upon your Guard, in 
all human Probability you muſt have been un- 
done by aStratagem which could not be hatch'd/ 
| but in Hell. You muſt know, continued ſhe, 
that my Lady is ſo much addicted to Gaming, 
and ſo unlucky, that, in order to pay ſome” 
gaming Debts, ſhe has been forced to borrow” 
Money on her Jointure, of which fhe does not, 
nor ever will, enjoy a Farthing ; and ſhe owes- 
ſtill large Sums to ſeveral People, which will 
very ſoon fall heavy upon your Father, who 
has very imprudently obliged himſelf, in his 
Contract of Marriage, as ſhe tells me, to pay 
R 3 her: 
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her Debts, believing them to be but trifling 
but which, if he is not rich, will greatly di 
ſtreſs him. She has had a bad Run of Luck for 
two or three Days paſt, which has put her very 
much out of Humour, and is the Reaſon of 
her not ſeeing you as ſhe promiſed. No longer 
than laſt Night, after having loſt what Gold ſhe 
had in her Purſe, T was called for into the Ga- 
ming-Room, where ſhe gave the Key of a 
Serutore in her Cloſet, and, whiſpering in my 
Ear, told me that I would find, in a little 
Drawer, marked Number 1, an Order from 
the Governor on Remini the Banker for two 
hundred Ducats, which ſhe ordered me to go 
and receive, and when I returned to ſend her 
Word by the Page, and to attend her in her 
own Apartment. When I was in her Cloſet, 
a Curioſity, which I never had before, and: 
which Il muſt confeſs was blameable, forced 
me to look into ſome other Drawers ; and to 
my great Surpriſe in the very firſt I happened 
to ſearch I found a Letter from the Governor 
directed to her, of which I immediately took a 
Copy, with a Deſign to ſhew it you, and there- 
by put you on your Guard, upon which ſhe- 
gave me a Paper that contained what follows : 


My. 
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My dear tutelary Angel, 


Have found out a travelling Doctor, who, 

among other curious Secrets, has a Powder, by 
which the Quantity of a Pinch of Snuff put into 
a Glaſs of Wine, will mate a Girl jo fond of a 
Man who has a little of the ſame Pawder about 
| him, that if he dbes not attack her, ſhe will him; 
by the Means and Power of this charming Pow- 
der 1 ſhall make a Conqueſt of that fooliſh virtuous 
Girl T . The Way I propoſe to carry 
this Scheme into Execution, is, by ſending your 
Husband to tranſa& ſome Buſinaſs which I have 
with the Biſhop of Caprea ; this will keep him ab- 
ſent above a Week, and during his Abſence you 
muſt retire to your Country- Houſe, where I will 


come and give Mademoiſelle, whom you are to 


take along with you, her Doſe. I don't doubt but 
' Enjoyment will cure me of my preſent Madneſs, 
and that I ſhail return to your Arms with the 
ſame Raptures as fermerly ; I hope that Motive 
will induce you to aſſiſt me in carrying on my 
De ig u. 


I have had the Experiment tried upon two of 
my Servants, and it anſwered ſurpriſingly, ſo 


that 
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that I have no Doubt of its Succeſs in my own 
Caſe ; and every Moment will be an Age till I 
am revenged of that little haughty Girl, ꝛubo has 
made me perfidious to the mol charming Woman 
in the World; and to whom I long to reflore y] 
Heart. Adieu; I hope you ſhall ſoon have me 
mtirely yours without a Rival. 


Wurm I had peruſed this monſtrous Paper, 
I heartily embraced this honeſt Girl, and told 
her that I thought myſelf a thouſand Times 
more obliged to her than if ſhe had preſerved 
my Life, but, my dear Mirella, continued J, 
if the Counteſs ſhould propoſe my going to 
her Country-Houſe with her, how muſt I 
behave ? I have already thought of that Diffi- 
culty, ſaid ſhe, and am perſuaded that if you 
ſhould refuſe to go, or even expreſs the leaſt 
 Unwillingneſs to accompany her, ſhe would 
conclude, that you ftill ſuſpected her, and 
would perhaps endeavour to execute here, what 
is intended to be done in the Country ; for 
which Reaſon I would advife you to ſeem fond 
of the Propoſal, and as I ſhall know the Day 
on which ſhe intends to go out of Town, you 
may pretend to be ſuddenly taken ill about the 
Time of her ſetting out, and you'll immedi- 
” ately 
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a ſee that ſhe'll be diſconcerted, a alter 
her Thoughts of going to the Country; which 


will convince you of the Reality of their villai- 
nous Deſigns. This may do, ſaid I, with re- 
ſpect to the Country, But how ſhall I guard 
againſt their Attempts here? I ſhall imagine 
that every Drop of Wine or Water I drink is 


poiſoned with that diabolical Powder, and I ſhall . 
not even eat any thing but with Terror. Tho' 


I will watch all their Motions, anſwered ſhe, 
fo narrowly, that I believe it will not be in 
their power to put any thing either into your 
Drinkables or Eatables, without my Know- 


ledge, yet as it is poſſible they may, ſome 


how or other, deceive my Vigilance, there's 
but one Way of being abſolutely ſafe ; but it 
is, I own, a deſperate Remedy, and perhaps 
what you could not undergo. What is it, 


cried I with Vivacity? Provided it is neither 


ſinful nor ſhamefu], let it be ever ſo difficult, I 


will undertake it, rather than be made infa- 


mous. Why then, ſaid ſhe, the only Way 
is not only to leave this Houſe, but alſo to re- 
tire from Naples, till Providence brings about 
ſome favourable Change. I have an Aunt, 
added ſhe, a very pious diſcreet Widow, who 


lives about twenty Miles from Town, who 
will, 


* % 3 « 
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will, I am ſure, receive you with open Arms; 
but as ſhe. is not in a Situation to maintain a 
Perfon of your Rank, nor even me, I will 
make ſo good Uſe of my. Needle, that I hope 
you ſhall not want, at leaſt, the Neceſſaries of 


Life; and I will ſettle ſuch a Correſpondence 


before I go, that we ſhall be informed of eve- 
ry thing that paſſes. in yous Father's Houſe. 
My dear Mirella, ſaid I, with Tears of Joy 
in my Eyes, Providence has, no doubt, put it 
in your Heart to be the Means of my Preſer- 
vation. I agree with Pleaſure to your Propoſal, 
and every Moment will be an Age to me till 
I am with that good Aunt of your's, where I 
ſhall reckon myſelf in Safety ; but as for our 
Subſiſtence, at leaſt for ſome Years, you need 
be under no Concern. I am in Poſſeſſion al- 
ready of Jewels to the Value of three hundred 
Piftoles ; we will convert them into Money ; 
and lay that out in ſome Sort of Trade, of 
which the Profits may go far to ſupport us in 
our frugal Way of living; and tho' I am not 
fo dexterous at the Needle as you, yet I can 
already do a little, and will endeavour to im- 
prove; ſo that with the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, 
which we may hope for in our honeſt Endea- 
yours, I am not afraid but we ſhall live happily 

= þ enough ; 
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enough; nay, even better than J can propoſe 
to do with ſuch a Step-mother as J have got, 
tho? there were no Governor to perſecute me; 
for I have but too much Ground to believe 
that my poor unhappy Father will ſoon be, if 
not already, ruined ; and in this Caſe, I muſt. 
give my Mother's Jewels (tho' they are, by 
Contract of Marriage, my Property the Mo- 
ment I am fifteen Years old) either to my Fa- 
ther or his Creditors ; and, indeed, could they 
relieve him from his Difficulties, or that he- 
were reduced to Want, he ſhould not be a 
Minute without them, tho* I had no viſible | 
Way in the World to ſupport myſelf ; but I 1 
know that when he finds how Things are, 
he will take care to fave what Money he has 
in foreign Countries ; ſo that I think no body, 
in Juſtice, can blame me to ſecure the little 
Trifte that belongs to me, at leaſt till I ſee how . 
Matters go with him; and if I find that he 
has really Occaſion for them, they ſhall be at __ 
his Service. Tho? I am but a poor Girl, ſaid 
ſhe, and of mean Extraction, yet ſuch dutiful 
and noble Sentiments give me a ſenſible Plea- . 
ſure, and attach me ſo zealouſly to your Ser- _ 

vice, that if ever J abandon you, while you 
think uw to allow me to remain about you, 
| may 
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may Heaven puniſh me] And may it alſo pu- 
niſh me, ſaid I, if ever I forget the Service 
that you have already rendered me, or have any 
thing but what I will ſhare with you. 


Turxs x laſt Words were ſcarce out of my 
Mouth when the Counteſs entered; upon 
which Mirella directly left the Room. My 
dear Miſs, ſaid ſhe with an Air of Affability 
and Sweetneſs, which no Woman could affect 
better than herſelf, I am aſhamed to have been 
ſo long without ſeeing you; but we have had 
ſuch Crowds of People from all Corners of the 
Town coming to viſit us, that, *till this mo- 
ment, I have not had a ſpare Minute, tho* I 
wanted much to have a little private Chat 
with you, by which means I hope we ſhall 
come to underſtand one another better than 


we have hitherto done. 


| I am not ignorant, continued ſhe, of your 
Averſion to your Father's Marriage with me, 
nor of the Reaſons that induced you to with it 
might not take place. I am reſolved to lay my 
Heart open -to you ; and hope that a ſincere 
Confeſſion of my Failings will, in ſome meaſure, 
excuſe them; if not with the World, at leaſt 
" with 
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with Heaven, that knows how far my Heart 
is touched with a real Sorrow and Repentance. 
It Madam & Allen, who informed you of my 
Story, has done me- Juſtice, ſhe muſt have ac- 
quainted you in what manner I was educated 
by a Mother, who, I bluſh to own it, laughed 
at Virtue and Modeſty, as idle Dreams of the 
weak and ſuperſtitious part of Mankind ; and 
rejected all Notions of Happineſs as mere Chi- 
meras, that claſhed with ſenſual Pleaſures and 
Enjoyments,. in which alone conſiſted, accord- 
ing to her Syſtem, the only real Felicity that 
Human Nature is capable of poſſeſſing: for as to 
future Rewards and Puniſhments they were, in 
her Opinion, only neceſſaryAbſurdities, as well 
as many religious Ceremonies, impoſed on the 
Ignorant for the ſake of Order, and as the 
means to keep them better under Subjection. 
Theſe were the Principles I imbibed in my 
younger Years ; and were, no doubt, ſtrong 
enough, without the Force of Example, to 
corrupt the Mind ; but this, I mean my Mo- 
ther's Behaviour and Conduct, made me look 
upon Perſons of different Sentiments and Cha- 
raters as Fools and Idiots ; and by the time I 
was got in the thirteenth Year of my Age, I 
had made ſuch a Progreſs in Irreligion and Co- 
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quetry, that my Mother ſeemed to be highly 

delighted with what ſhe called my Good-Senſe 
and Sprightlineſs. At the Age of fourteen I 
was married to the Count d Maricalta, a No- 
bleman of an admirable Temper, and paſſio- 
nately fond of me; but as he was fifty Vears 
old I looked upon him as my Plague, and 
did all I could, by my extravagant Gaming 
and other Expences, to break his Heart as 
well as ruin his Fortune. If I never had any 
ſerious Intrigue upon my Hands till I met 
with our Governor, you will eaſily believe that 
it proceeded rather from want of proper Ob- 
jects than Inclination ; becauſe I have already 
told you, that I thought Gallantry rather an 
Accompliſhment in a fine Lady than a Crime. 
But I have of late reflected on the Diſorders 
of my Life with Amazement and Horror ; and 
and having put on a ftrong Reſolution to a- 
bandon not only my looſe Principles, but like- 
wiſe all bad Practices, I thought my Marriage 
with your Father would be a reaſonable Pre- 
tence for my breaking off all criminal Com- 
merce with the Governor; and that Conſi- 
deration, more than any thing elſe, made me 
conſent to become your Mother-in-law ; in 
which Station J hope I ſhall give you no Cauſe 
. 8 . + WP 
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to think yourſelf unhappy ; and as a Proof of 
my Good-will to you, I now retract what 1 
formerly ſaid in favour of the Governor when 
he employed me, or rather when I baſely un- 
dertook to aſſiſt him in his wicked Deſign of 
adding you to the number of his Miſtreſſes. 
His Paſſion for you is not as yet extinguiſhed; 
and he even flatters himſelf, that I will now 
be in a Condition to ſerve him more effeuMly 
than before ; but he will find himſelf under a 
terrible Miſtake, becauſe I am reſolved, un- 
derhand, to let you know all his Deſigns, that 
you may be upon your guard. And were it 
not that I am obliged to keep fair with him, 
upon, my own Account as well as your Fa- 
ther's, neither you nor I ſhould ever ſee his 
Face again: But when he finds your Virtue 
is not to be ſhaken, and I tell him tis in vain 
to expect any Succeſs, I doubt nch but he will 
deſiſt; for it is a Folly to imagine that his 
Ambition will allow you to think of him as 4 
Wife. — ky 
| | ; 

I wiſh it never may, anſwered I; for I af. 
ſure you, Madam, I ſhould not "think it a 
Happineſs to have a Man of his Temper and 
Character for my Huſband; and were I re- 
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duced to the Neceſſity of either conſenting to 
be his Wife, or to be ſhut up in a Convent 
for Life, I would chuſe the litter. I doubt 
not, added I, but the World, and perhaps 
your Ladyſhip, will look upon this Choice as 
fooliſh and imprudent ; but I have no notion 
that the married State can be happy, without 
many things which would not . were 
we to be united. 


I cannot but think, ſaid ſhe, that were we 
to propoſe making you his lawful Wife, you 
would be an Enemy to yourſelf, as well as to 
your Family, to reject him. But as I ſcarce 
believe it will ever come to that, there is no 
occaſion for urging Arguments upon the head ; 
and I ſhall only add, my dear Daughter, be- 
fore I leave you, that I hope my ingenuous 
Confeflion will remove the Hatred which you 
had juſtly conceived againſt me, and that my 
future Behaviour will entitle me to your E- 
ſteem ; with that ſhe aroſe up, and went to- 
' wards the Door, where turning about, I had 
almoſt forgot to tell you, ſaid ſhe, that you 
are no longer a Priſoner, but may go to church, 
or take the Air when you pleaſe, and Mirella 
ſhall attend you. I made a low Curteſy, and 


away ſhe went. 
I 
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I was bee well ceaſed; that I was 

exempted from anſwering the laſt Part of her 

Diſcourſe; for to own her Guilt deſerved 

Indulgence ; but if what ſhe ſaid was nothing 

but the Product of a refined Hypocriſy, and a 
Scheme to acquire my Confidence, to tell her 
that ſhe had made ſufficient Attonement for” 
the Harm ſhe intended me, would have beett* 
imitating her Diſingenuity ; and, on the othet 

hand, to fay that I had ſome Doubts about her 
Sincerity, would have made her a thouſand ' 
times more my Enemy than ſhe was, and 
very probably reduced me again to Bread and 
Water, the Thoughts of which, I own, were 
frightful. Is it poſſible, thought I within my 
felf, that a Woman can plunge herſelf into 

ſuch a Depth of Wickednefs as this? for ei- 

ther ſhe muſt be the moſt abandoned Wretch 

upon earth, or Mirella has impoſed upon me, 
which I can hardly allow myſelf to think, as 
ſhe carries Good- nature and Innocence in her 
Looks; beſides, what could be her Motive to 
ſhew me ſuch a Letter, and to offer to aban- 
don her Miſtreſs, with a view to preſerve me 

from her and the Governor's baſe Deſighs ? 


Tho? I cannot believe her to be treacherous; - 
8 3 . 


2 FX : 
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yet Prudence requires I ſhould act with cau- 
tion, till I know her a little better. My God 
cried I with my Eyes turned towards Heaven, 
1 have known Enemies, who are ſeeking my 
Deſtruction, and perhaps ſecret ones too, into 
whoſe Deſigns I have not as yet been able to 
penetrate | but I will place my Confidence 
in thy Goodneſs and Mercy, which have hi- 
therto protected me, and will, I hope, conti- 
nue to be my Defence in the midſt of Dan- 
gers that ſurround me 


T had ſcarce ended this ejaculatory Prayer 
| before my Father appeared, whoſe Preſence 
was become terrible to me. He ſhut the Door 
behind him, and advancing towards the Middle 
of the Room he thus ſpoke. Your Mother- 
in-law,notwith{tanding your ungenerous Treat- 
ment of her, could not be eaſy till I promiſed 
to forgive what is paſt, and reſtore you to Fa- 
vour; which I do, upon condition that you 
make it your ſtudy to pleaſe and obey her, as 
you would do the Mother that bore you. 


I threw myſelf at his Feet, and begged with 
Tears in my Eyes, that he would allow me 


to retize from the World, where I had no 
| Satis- 
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Satisfaction, nor any Proſpect of future Hap- 
pineſs; by this means, added I, you will get 
rid of me at a ſmall Expence, and T ſhall 


have no Opportunity of offending you or * 
Lady. 


| Ir you think, replied he, that you have a 
real Vocation to a religious Life, I will not 
| oppoſe your Deſign ; but conſider ſeriouſly of 
it beforehand ; becauſe if you go into a Con- 
vent with a deſign to be a Nun, I expect you 
will go thro' with it, and not make yourſelf 
the Subject of Ridicule or Tea-Table Talk by 
retracting: I will give you Month to con- 
fider of it; and if after that you perſiſt in 
your Reſolution, your Requeſt ſhall be com. 
-* plied with. In the mean time, it is your Mo- 
ther's Deſire and mine, that you appear and 
take your place at Table as uſual. Get your- 
ſelf dreſſed, and be ready to come to Dinner; 
where I believe there will be a pretty large 
Company. He ſaid no more, but left me to 
go to my Toilet, from which I gladly would 
have been excuſed. | 


In a few Minutes aſter, Mirella came up, 


and told me her Lady had ordered hey to at- 
tend 
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tend and afiſt me in getting myſelf dreſſed; 
and, Madarn, faid ſhe, ſmiling, as you are to 
have the Governor's Company at Dinner, it is 
expected that you will. appear in top Dreſs. 
Who told you, anſwered I that he is to dine 
here? The Page, Madam, who carried him 
a Billet from my Lady, after ſhe left you, and 
the Governor not having Time to write, ſent 
his Service to my Maſter and Miſtreſs, and 
ordered the Page to tell them, that he would 
come and take a Share of their Soupe, about 
One o' Clock. O Heavens! cried I, if this 
ſhould be the fatal Day appointed to put their 
helliſn Project in Execution, how can I guard 
azainſt it? I had the ſame Thoughts, replyed 
ſhe, and was reſolved to have mentioned my 
Apprehenſion of ſome ſuch Deſign, had it not 
occurred to you. It is not to be imagined, con- 
tinued ſhe, that this curſed Powder will be put 
into any of the Diſhes that are ſerved, becauſe 

others might be caught as well as you, fo that 
if it's to be given at all, it muſt be put in what 
you drink ; the Butler is, I know, a Creature 
of my Lady's, and capable of the moſt villainous. 
Actions to ſerve her, for Reaſons that are not 
proper for me to mention; and, therefore, in 
my humble Opinion, the ſafeſt Way is, neither 
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to taſte Wine nor Water while you are eating. 
When the Deſert is ſerved, the Bottles put 
upon the Table, and the Servants retired, you 
may then ſafely drink a Glaſs or two of Wine 
and Water out of the ſame Bottles, from which 
the reſt of the Company fill their Glaſſes. This 
Advice carried ſuch an Appearance of Sincerity 
along with it, that I was more and more con- 
firmed in the good Opinion I had of her; and 
therefore reſolved directly to let her know all 
that had paſſed betwixt my Mother-in-law and 
me, Not doubting but that I ſhould find, in her 
Opinion of that Converſation, a new Inſtance 
of her Honeſty and Friendſhip ; at leaſt, I ear- 
neſtly wiſhed that it might be ſo ; for I found 
my Heart very averſe to harbour any ſuſpicious 
Thought of her. When I had repeated every 
Syllable of what the Counteſs had faid, looking 
fixedly on Mirella, would it not be an unpardon- 

able Breach of Chaiity in me, faid I, (more with 
View to ſound her, than that I wanted to be 
adviſed) to ſuſpect a Woman who has with 
Regret confeſſed her Weakneſſes, and who has 
not only ſhewed me all manner of Civilities, 
| ſince ſhe came here, but likewiſe been the 
Means of my Reconciliation with my Father ? 
Tell me your Opinion, frankly, Mirella, con- 
| tinued 
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tinued I; for I have ſuch a Confidence in your 
good Senſe and Friendſhip, that I will always 
think it my Intereſt to conſul: with you. As 
for Eſteem and Reſpect, Madam, replyed ſhe, 
you do me Juſtice in believing, that J have 
them for you in the higheſt Degree; but to 
pretend to adviſe, is a Preſumption which J 
hope I ſhall never be guilty of ; but ſince you 
command me to declare my Opinion ſincerely, 
I think it is my Duty to obey. I ſhall not take 
up much of your Time in the Remarks I am 
to make upon my Lady's Behaviour, only give 
me leave to ſay, that either I muit be an Im- 
poſtor, or ſhe a Hypocrite. If the Copy of the 
Letter which I gave you, be an Invention of 
mine, I am the guilty Perſon, whom you 
ought to ſuſpect and avoid; but if, on the 
other Hand, that Copy was taken from a real 
Original, found by me in her Scrutore, in that 
Caſe, as ſhe made no mention of it in her 
Confeſſion, I think there's room to call her 
Sincerity into Queſtion ; for to attribute her 
Silence of ſo material a Circumſtance to For- 
getfulneſs, would be puſhing charitable Indul- 
gence farther than, in my humble Opinion, 
it ought to be extended. As the Caſe ſtands 
at preſent, the Difficulty lies in this: Whether 


you 
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you ought to truſt to her or me? Time alone 
can reſolve the Queſtion, and clear up the 
doubt which you muſt now be under ; for my 
part, continued ſhe, I am ſatisfied that it be 
put upon that Iſſue, and that you place no 
farther Confidence in me, till you are fully 
convinced (which I hope will be very ſoon) that 
I have not impoſed upon you; be aſſured, 
however, that during this Suſpenſion of Con- 
fidence, which I think juſt and reaſonable on 
your Part, I will omit no Opportunicy of 
rendering you what Service lies in my power. — 
There was ſo much good Senſe, ſuch an Ap- 
pearance of Truth in what ſhe ſaid, that I was 
perſwaded ſhe was incapable of Treachery. 
My dear Mirella, ſaid I, taking her by the 
Hand, my Heart tells me that I ought not to 
think you capable of deceiving me, and you 
have made me take Notice of what had not 
occurred to me, with Reſpect to the Counteſs, 
who muſt appear to you, in a very odious 
Light, and I believe a true one; I ſhall there- 
fore beg the Continuance of your good Offices, 
and you may depend upon meeting with a 
grateful Return. I then went to my Mother- 
in-law's Apartment, where I found three or 
four Ladies, who had been invited to Dinner 


Every 
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Every one made me a Compliment on my 
Recovery, from a ſevere Fit of Sickneſs, 
' which they ſuppos'd I had been afflited with, 
and I did not think it proper to undeceive 
them. In a little Time Word came that Din- 
ner was ſerved, and the firſt Perſon I ſaw in the 
Hall was the Governor magnificently dreſſed, 
who ſeemed greatly ſurpriſed on ſeeing me ſo 
much altered from what I was when he faw 
me laſt. Your Daughter, ſaid he, aloud, 
addrefling his Diſcourſe to my Father, in 
a Tone which ſeemed to me ſomething rough, 
has been it ſeems worſe handled than you 
thought proper to let your Friends know, that 
you. might not, I ſuppoſe, alarm them ; but I 
think you was to blame to conceal it from me, 

who have now in my Houſe the moſt able Phy- 
ſician in Europe. Your Excellency's Concern 
for my Daughter, does both her and me Ho- 
nour, reply'd my Father, but a little matter 
makes an Alteration in a Girl's Complexion, 
and what ſhe has loſt that way will ſoon be re- 
paired. Come, ſaid the Governor, no Cere- 
mony of Places, but every one, Ladies and 
Gentlemen as they ſtand, ſo that Men and 
' Women were intermixed as the Cuſtom is in 


France ; and it happened that the Governor 
5 | was 
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was juſt oppoſite to me, which I could have 
wiſhed had been otherwiſe. There was very 
little ſaid, during Dinner, but when the De- 
ſert was ſerved and the Servants retired, the 
Governor addreſſed the Counteſs thus: Ma-. 
dam, I have a Favour to aſk of you which I'm 

aſraid to mention, becauſe I muſt confeſs. it is 
unkind with regard to both your Huſband and 
you, and were you not as much my Friends 
as you are, tho' the Affair is of the laſt Con- 
ſequence to me, yet I believe I ſhould ſcarce 
attempt it, as I cannot but be perſuaded that 
it will give you both Pain. My Lady ſeemed 
to be under ſome Concern, at leaſt ſhe affected 
to be ſo, for in reality ſhe was under none, 
knowing very well what he was driving at. 


I am ſo well perſuaded, anſwered ſhe, your 
Excellency will deſire nothing of the Conſul or 
me, but what is conſiſtent with our Honour 
to grant, that for my own Part, (and my Huſ- 
bana will ſpeak for himſelf ) I can anſwer be- 
fore hand, that it will be a Pleaſure to me 

inſtead of a Pain to have it in my Power to 
ſerve you ; and I, faid my Father, am of the 
ſame Mind, and beg that your Excellency 

Vol. I. 9 will 
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will, without any farther Ceremony, let us 
know in what. we can ſerve you. 


Wer, faid the Governor, I have an Af- 
fair of Intereſt to negociate with the Biſhop of 
Caprea, and as I cannot conveniently go my- 
ſelf at this Time, I ſhould be obliged to you, 
.Sir, if you would do me this Piece of Service ; 
and remember, Madam, turning to the 
Counteſs, that he will not be abſent above a 
Week at moſt ; and do you remember, ſaid 
The, laughing, that, to be revenged for rob- 
bing me of my Huſband, the Moment he em- 

barks I will go to my Country Houſe, with 
Miſs Tencin along-with me, for the Recovery 
.of her Health, and not ſtir from thence till 
his Return. What am I to expect from you, 
-Sir, ſaid the Governor, turning to my Father? 
If your Excellency does me Juſtice you cannot 
doubt, reply'd he, but that I will at any time 
prefer your Intereſt to my own Satisfaction, of 
which I ſhall be only deprived but for a few 
Days; and therefore I am ready to go when 
you think proper. I thank you both, faid 
he, and ſhall endeayour to return the Obliga- 
ion when an Opportunity offers. But, Ma- 
dam, faid he, addreſſing himſelf to the Coun- 


Noailles aud Tencin. 207 
tels, do you conſider what dull Meetings our 
Aſſemblies (of which you are the Soul) will be, 
without your Preſence ? but after all, conti- 
nued he, when I reflect of what Advantage a 
little of the Country Air will be to Miſs Ten- 
cin, I cannot, in conſcience, preſs you not to 
go. Is it not true, Miſs, ſaid he, looking 
full in my Face, that diſſuading your Mother 
from going to the Country, would be a very 
bad Way of making my Court to you? L 
ſhould be glad, anſwered I, to wait upon 
my Lady in the Country, if it were her own” 
Choice to go there; but I ſhould have but ve- 
ry little Pleaſure in it, did ſhe deprive herſelf 
of the Diverſions of the Town for my Sake; 
and therefore your Excellency needs not be un- 
der the leaſt Reſtraint upon my Account, or 
be the leaſt apprehenſive that I ſhall murmur at 
your prevailing with her not to go. His Ex- 
cellency, ſaid the Counteſs, ſmiling, will find 
it no eaſy Matter, ſince he deprives me of” 
my Huſband's Company, to perſuade me to 
give him mine in his Abſence, and I am re- 
G10 whether you do me the Favour to ac- 
company me or not, to retire from the City 
the Moment I ſee him on Board; your Health, 
Miſs, added ſhe, could not but receive Benefit 
1 from 
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from a little Country Air, and that joined to 


the Pleaſure of your Company in my Retire- 
ment, makes me wiſh to have you along with 
me, if it be agreeable to you. I ſhall always 
make it my Study, Madam, faid I bowing, 


to comply with what you are pleaſed to direct, 


and in the preſent Caſe, Self-Intereſt, without 
any other Conſideration, muſt, no doubt, 
make that little Jaunt agreeable. Very well, 


ſaid the Governor, I think Fam in a fair Way 


to loſe my Cauſe ; but to ſhew you both, La- 
dies, what a good natured Creature I am, tho” 
you have the Cruelty to deprive me of your 


Company, I will nevertheleſs contribute to 


your Diverſion in the Country, by ſending my 
travelling Doctor to pay you a Viſit; he has 
wandered all over the World, is a moſt face- 
tious diverting Companion, and the ableſt Phy- 
fician, I believe, in the Univerſe. In this laſt 
Quality he cannot but be ſerviceable to Miſs 
Tencin, and he will beſides. divert you both 
greatly with his entertaining Travels; ſo that I 


expect Thanks from you both for procuring 


you the Converſation of this ſurpriſing Man; 
and indeed ſo you may, thought I within my- 
ſelf, when I give him the hearing, or you, 
good Governor, an Opportunity of giving 

me 
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me any of his diabolical Powders: O ! that 1 
were this Moment with my dear Mirella at 
her Aunt's, or any where but with ſuch Devils 
as J am got among; I except my Father whom 
I cannot imagine to be in the Plot. After 
Coffee, Cards were called for, from which TI 
excuſed myſelf, on Pretence of a Head-ach,, 
and when they were all engaged at Baſſet, I 
took an Opportunity to flip up Stairs into my 
Chamber, ordering a Footman, who was in 
waiting at the Door, to tell Mirella that I 
wanted to ſpeak with her; and ſhe no ſooner 
entered the Room than I ſtarted from my 
Chair, and flew to get her in my Arms, where 
I held her a conſiderable Time, the Tears. 
guſhing. from-my Eyes, and my. Breaſt ready: 
to. burſt, with: the ſwelling Sobs.: O!] Hea- 
vens! cry'd. the, drowned in Tears, in- what 
a Situation do I ſee you ! Has any Misfortune 
happened to you below? Tell me, Madam, 
tell me quickly, the Cauſe of thoſe Tears and 
Sobs, and if the Loſs of my Life can make you 
eaſy, Iwill with Plealure facrifice it. Alas! 
my dear Friend, ſaid I at laſt, we muſt pack 
up and be gone; I find by this Day's Con- 
e that you told me nothing but Truth; 
7 every 
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every thing is ſettled according to the Plan laid 


down in the Letter; my Father ſets out to- 


morrow Morning for the Hand of Caprea, the 
Counteſs: for her Country houſe with me as 


her Compani ion, where we are to be viſited 


by this itinerant Quack, who is to favour me 


with a Doſe of his ad mirable Powder, by 
which I am to become a Proſtitute to this De- 


vil of a Governor. Now, my dear Friend, 


(for ſuch I have hitherto: found you) are you 
ſtill willing to ſhare in my Fortune, and to 
leave this Houſe and City this very Night? 


Yes, Madam, cried ſhe, with a Vivacity 


which: could not fpring but from a Heart ani- 


mated with a real Affection, not only Wi 


Houſe and City, but the whole Kingdom, nay 


even the whole World, will J leave to * 


you. My Eyes guſhed afreſh from that ſoften- 
ing Influence which Sentiments ſo noble, ſo 
kind, - have: upon a tender; grateful, Heart : 


and I was now taught by Experience, that as 

Language is not capable of painting, in true 
Colours, the Joy we feel on fuch Occaſions, / 
it burſts forth in watry Streams, and faves our 
Hearts from the dangerous Effects of a too 


Joyful Dilatation 3, juſt as in the Caſe of | 
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Grief, of which the Excefs muſt be ſoftened? 


in a Flood of Tears, or our Hearts be totally". 
depreſſed by the heavy Load; How ſhall we. 
contrive to get my Clothes-and Linnen con®, - 


veyed out of the Houſe ? And how fhall' we 


manage to 1 ouifeioes” tranſported to your — N 


Aunt's? en 


$a. 


I have: another Mk in Town, anſwered: 
| ſhe, and your Things ſhall be ſent to her 
Houſe, not im Trunks, becauſe they might 


be taken Notice of going out of the Houſe's” 


we muſt make Uſe of your Sheets as a Wrap- 
per,” and the Servants will take it for dirty 

Linnen going to be waſhed. - I will. this Mi- 
nute take à Step to my Aunt's, and as her Son 
has a Chaife which he hires, I will ſecure that, 
if it is in the Way, or cauſe him to procure 

another for us, which he fhall drive himſelf 


for more Security. In the mean time you 
muſt take the Trouble yourſelf to make up! 


the Bundle, that it may be ready hen 1 re- 
turn . nen to wx it 1 
" 1 1 hal Gun it as Trowble to ſerve pkis' 
faid I, and you ſhall find every thing ready at” 
your Return, ſo away went ſhe, and I after 
n | Pock⸗ 
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locking the Door, began to pack up my Alls, 


in which I was very expeditious, and every 
thing was ready by the time Mirella returned. 
As my Jewels conſiſted only of a Diamond. 
Necklace, Ear-rings, and fome Rings, I put 
them with ſome Gold broad Pieces, and ſome. 
Spaniſh Piſtoles in my Pocket. I was afraid the 
Woman would not be able to carry ſuch a 
Load, but being a ftrong maſculine Sort of a 
Creature, ſhe made nothing of it, and walk'd> 
as if ſhe. had. mn. no Burthen on her. 
Shoulders. | 


_ Mirella and I remained 3 half an Hour 


after ſhe was gone, and locking the Door, we 
went down Stairs. I gave the Servants Or- 
ders to tell my Lady if ſhe happened to call 
for me, or Mirella, that I was gone to Veſpers, 
and would return in an Hour or ſo; but the 


Company, I was told, was ſo 1 engaged 


in Play, that neither ſhe nor any of them had 
any Thoughts of me, which was a lucky Cir- 
cumſtance. In ſhort, we got of with flying 


Colours, and found the Chaiſe waiting for us; 


but before we came near the Door, Mirella 
cats herſelf that it would not be pay 


"L | 
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E would ſtay where I was with my Maſk on, 
till ſhe gave her Couſin orders to drive to a 
private Street in our way, and there ſtop till 
we came to him ; all which was done ; and we 
followed the Chaiſe at a diſtance to the Place 
appointed, where we got. into it, without ſee- 
ing or ms ſeen by any Mortal. 


We were ſoon out of the Gates of the City, 
and. performed our Journey in leſs than five 
Hours. Mirella's Aunt. appeared to be a little 
ſurpriſed on our Arrival, which her Niece per- 
ceiving told her that, with my Permiſſion, 
| ſhe wanted to ſpeak a few Words to her in an- 


| other Room. They retired ; and upon their 


Return the Aunt got me in her Arms, and 
told me, that I ſhould command her Houſe ag 
much as if it were my own. But don't you. 
think, Madam, ſaid ſhe, that as my Niece 

has come along with you, the Counteſs, who 
knows me, will ſend here to ſearch for you ? 
To be ſure ſhe will, ſaid I : This is what did 
not occur to Mirella nor me; and I do not 
think myſelf by any. means ſafe here, at leaſt 
till they leave off ſearching, and have loſt all 
hopes of finding me out. Well! ſaid the good 
Woman, I have a younger Siſter, who lives 
in 


-» 
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in a. very retired Place about ten Miles from 
this, ſhe is a Widow as I am, has a Houſe 
where you can be better accommodated than 
here, and I can depend upon her Secrecy and 


Diſcretion as much as I could upon my own: Iwill 
accompany - you there to-morrow Morning; 


and I make no doubt- of our being well re- 
ceived, and that you'll be pleaſed with her 
Company, when you come to be a little ac- 
quainted. Her Huſband, who was a Gentle- 
man, married her for her Beauty and Good- 
Senſe, and has left her in very good Circum- 


ſtances, with an 9 Daughter, who f n 


well a nerd 


Bur 1 ſaid I, were we to ſet 


out now, reach it this very Night, or lie at 


an Inn by the way, iñ caſe we could not get 


to our Journey's end in time? for I muſt con- 
feſs that I cannot be eaſy here; being per- 
ſuaded, that when they break open my Cham- 
ber-door, and find that my things are removed, 


and that Mirella is fled along with me, the 


Counteſs wilt conclude that we are here, and 
immediately ſend after us; and if that ſhould 


happen, it would be better, I think, that you 


were at home than abſent ; by which means 
the 
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the Perſons who come in queſt 6f me can have 
no ſyſpicion of your being privy to our Elope- 
ment, provided none of your Servants diſcover 
us ; and therefore a Letter of Recommenda- 
tion from you to your Siſter will introduce us, 
and with it we will directly ſet out in the ſame 
Chaiſe that brought us here. 


I think, replied Mrs. Bolini, (the Widow's 
Name) that what you obſerve is perfectly right, 
and I will this -minute write a ſhort Line to 
my Siſter, ſince I muſt be deprived of the 
Pleaſure of waiting on you myſelf: and I, faid 
Mirella, will go and conſult with our Coach- 
-man about our ſecond Journey, and whether 
he thinks his Horſes will be able to perform i? 
If they ſhould not, ſaid her Aunt, you ſhall 

have two of mine to draw the Chaiſe along. 


Mirella went out, and when ſhe returned 
told us, that her Couſin was in no Pain about 
his Horſes performing, after they had got ſome 
Corn, which: he had now given them; the 
only Difficulty is his not being well-acquainted 
with the Road. Let not that trouble you, ſaid 
the Aunt from the Cloſet where ſhe was wri- 
ting, one of my Servants ſhall be your Guide: 
Mirella 


f 


, 
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Mirella call ſuch a one to me, added the 
naming him, and I will give him Orders to 
get a Horſe ready immediately; which was 
done accordingly, and, after taking ſome Re- 
freſhment for ourſelves, we ſet out. Mrs. 
. Bolint embraced me with the Tenderneſs of a 
Mother, and wiſhing me a good Journey, told 
me ſoftly, that ſhe would very ſoon make me 
a Viſit, | | 


Taro? we travelled at a great rate, yet as we 
had Hills to aſcend and deſcend, it was ten 
o' Clock at Night before we reached our Jour- 
ney's end. When we alighted we were car- 
ried into a Parlour ; and the Servant told us 
that her Lady, not expecting Company ſo late, 
was undreſſed in order to go to Bed; but that 
ſhe would wait upon us in a very little time. 
Airella had not feen this Aunt of her's ſince ſhe 
was a Child; however, ſhe told the Servant 
that being her Niece, and having a Letter from 
her Siſter Bolini to her, ſhe would be obliged 
to her, if ſhe would go and aſk her Miſtreſs's 
Permiflion for her to-wait upon her in her Bed- 
chamber, where ſhe wanted to ſpeak to her 
in private; the Maid returned immediately, 
and — come theg with her. 

ABOUT 
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Azour ten Minutes after the Aunt and the 
Niece entered the Parlour, where I was fit- 
ting in a very penſive Pofture. I never in my 


Lite ſaw a Woman of a better Appearance; 


there was ſuch a Mixture of Majeſty and 
Sweetneſs in her Face, that I'was ſtruck with 
ſurpriſe. She advanced and embraced me with 
great Marks of Friendſhip, and begged a thou- 


ſand Pardons for her Rudeneſs in not waiting 


upon me ſooner. I ought, Madam, ſaid I, ra- 
ther to aſk your Pardon for coming to your 
Houfe at this unſeaſonable Hour ; but I hope 


my Friend, looking at Mirella, has taken that 


Taſk upon her, and that you'll be ſo good 
upon your Siſter's and her Accounts to excuſe 


my Rudeneſs. My dear Miſs, ſaid ſhe, my 


Niece has in a few Words let me a little into 
your Story, and I am ſo charmed with your 
Virtue and noble Character, that my only 
Child could not be more welcome to me than 
you are; and the longer you do me the Favour 
to ſtay in my poor Habitation, the more I 
{ball reckon myſelf obliged to you; when we 
are a little better acquainted, continued ſhe; 
and that you think me worthy: of your Confi- 


— you will — me with a par- 
2 hub U ticular 


* 
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ticular Account of your Affairs, but till hen! 
wall reſtrain my Curioſity. I have already, 
Madam, faid I, ſuch a favourable Opinion of 
your Merit, that my Friend Mirella, who 
knows all the material Circumſtances of my 
Life, will oblige me to let vou know them 
whenever you think proper. g 


Hen E our Diſcourſe was interrupted by the 


 Maid's coming in wich a Baſket, in which 


were things proper for a Table. It ſeems the 
Moment we alighted the Miſtreſs of the Houſe 
ad given Orders to get us ſomething for Sup- 

per; and I cannot ſay but I was very well 
.diſpoſed, my Impatience to leave the other 
Siſter's ' Houſe being ſo great, that I thought 
more of my Journey than of eating. We had 


à very nice Fricaſſee of Chickens and a Brace 


of Partridges for Supper; and when Mirella 
and I had ate plenti fully, for her Aunt had 
ſufped/ before we arrived, Madam Nanchini 
{this Lady's Name) aſked me if I would lie in 
a Roem by myſelf? No, Madam, faid I, with 
your Permiſſion my Fellow-Traveller and 1 
will be Bed-Fellows; not only while I remain 
in this Houſe, but while ſhe and I remain un- 
Ml + [IRIS ſmiled, and ſaid ſhe 

thought 
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| thought her Niece very happy in. having, by 
ſome little Services, gained my Efteem. Little 
call you them, Madam] What Obligation can 
poſſibly be greater than to owe what is dearer 
than Life to her Friendſhip and I doubt not 
1 but when you know all ſhe has done for me 
| you'll be of my Opinion. As you are, no- 
doubt, fatigued with the lang Journey you 
have made. to-day,-.ſaid ſhez we will defer the 
Conſideration of your Obligation to my Niece 
till to-morrow. In the mean time I ſhall only 
tell you, that as my Houſo is within a hundred 
| Yards of a large thick Wood, I can convey 
you into it were the Houſe ſurrounded with a 
thouſand Men, and the Governor of Naples at 
their Head, without their ſeeing you; ſo ba- 
niſh all Fears while you are here: with that 
ſhe rang the Bell, and when the Maid came, 
ſhe lighted us up ſtairs to a genteel well · fur - 
niſhed Apartment, conſiſting of an Anti- 
chamber, a Bed- room, a Dreſſing · room, and 
2 large Cloſet, where the Lady of the Houſe 
embraced me with great Tenderneſs, and, 
after wiſhing me a good Night's Reſt, re- 
tired to her own Apartment. ; > OK 
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IT is to you, as the Inſtrument by God's 
Appointment, my dear Mirella, faid I, when 
we were by ourſelves, that I owe the Tran- 
quillity of Mind which I at preſent enjoy; I 
find myſelf eaſed, as it were, of a heavy Load, 
that depreſſed my Spirits, and the gloomy Pro- 
ſpe, which I had centinually befcre my Eyes 
fnce the Diſcovery of the Governor's wicked 
Deſigns, no more preſents itſelf to my ſrigh- 
tened Imagination; all is now calm and ſe- 
rene with me. Is there not in ſuch a mira- 
culous Deliverance a viſible providential Care ; 
ficit, in inſpiring you with a friendly Diſpof- 
| tion towards me; and next, in the manner of 
your coming to the knowledge of the helliſh 
Plots contrived by the Enemies of my Virtue 
and Innocence? O] that my Soul may be in- 
flamed with Love to thy bountiful Protector! 
and that it may be my conſtant Study, while 
I am in this World, to expreſs a grateful - 
Senſe of this and many more undeſerved Fa- 
vours, by a conſtant Dependance on his Mercy 
and Goodneſs, and a perfect Reſignation to his 
bleſſed Will in all the Hardſhips and Tryals of 
Life to which I may be expoſed ! Indeed, in 


al human Probability, I muſt move in very 
diffe- 
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different Spheres of Life, and perhaps be re- 
duced to paſs the greateſt part of it in mean 
Employments, from which, till now, 1 thought 
my Father's Situation and Rank in the World 

muſt, have exempted me; but as this. fatal 
Marriage will accompliſh his Ruin, 4 muſt of 


- courſe participate of his unhappy Fate, ber 
cauſe I could enjoy no Peace of Mind, if 


did not ſupply his Wants while I had it in 
power; ſo that, my dear Friend; added. I, 
till I am fatisfied that, in the worſt of Eyents, - 
he will have the Nezeſlaries. of Life; I'{ball nog 
think myſelf at liberty to diſpoſe of the Jewels 
which are in my poſſeſſion, nor ſo much ag 
think that I have the leaſt Right to them. 
and as this is the Caſe, my. Stay here muſk be 
ſhert 3: for tho your Aunt ſeems to berg 
Woman of a generous: Spirit, mine is not ap | 

yet become ſo mean as to take an Advantage 
of her Good: nature; and 1 would;;ſaontr - 
chuſe to be in the Station of her, Servant, 
than to ſit at her Table as a diſtreſſed Gentler 
woman, whom ſhe. entertains out of Charity 
and you may believe me, my dear Mdirgllai - 
when I tell you that the Thoughts raged 
with you adds, not a little to my Alſliction. 


'U 3 
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1 am far . e Ald; cle 


the, your Diſlike of laying under Obligations 
which you cannot return: even I, who am 


not endowed with ſuch Del cacy of Sentiments 


as may be expected in one of your Rank and 
Education, could hardly put up with ſuch 
Meanneſs of Spirit; and I think it ought ra- 
ther do be called a noble Pride, which pre- 


vents our ſubmitting to certain Cendeſcenſions, 


that our Benefactors would perhaps think they 
had a right to require of us, for their charitable 


Aſſiſtance, and, which is ſtill worſe, look upon 


us as ungrateful, did we not baſely comply 


with what, in our unhappy Cafe, they would 


unjuſtly think a Duty - incumbent upon us; 
but I can fee no occaſion for your running the 
Riſk of ſuch Treatment from any Mortal, even 
tho you were ſtripped of all your Effects. 
How many young Gentlewomen of good Fa- 


their- Bread by their Needles? And what ſhould 


Minder you, not only to follow their Example; 


but,” with the Help that 1 can give you, to 
this- preſent- time do in Naples, by taking in 


Work. from Shopkeepers ? Let me therefore 


beg 


milies have been reduced, and obliged to get 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
. 


| 
ö 
' 
| 
' 


rella, that I am charmed; but, added I with 


ject your Offer, unleſs it was in my Power to- 


undergo ſuch a Puniſhment, - either for the! 


and which is more, I will not be ſeru 
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beg of you not to afflict yourſelf nor me with 
the Thoughts of our Separation; my Heart is 
ſo attached to you, that I will kiſe early, ſit 
up late, and, in ſhort, work the very Skin off 
my Fingers, before you want what _ Ar 1 
one e of your * Deſires. 


18 
THERE is to much Generodty; 0 Roy f 
Friendſhip in your kind Offer, my dear AAi- 


a Smile, do not your own Arguments, which 
you have juſt now advanced, teach me to re- 


make a ſuitable Return? Which in my reduced 
State I cannot propoſe, otherwiſe than by. 
working the Skin off my Fingers, as you pro- 
poſe to do for me; and I ſhould rather chuſe 
to put up with any thing a Degree better than 
my old Bread and Water Diet, before I would 


ſake of my Back or my Belly. As for! rifing: 
early, and ſetting up late, I am centent that 
it be one of the Articles of our Agreement z 55 


nice upon the Differenee of our Work in Quanz 
tity 3 chat is, tho* I am perſuaded you ean an@ 
m do a ih more * I canpretond toy 

yet 
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yet I will ſhare wich in the whole of our Earn- 
ings; and what. greater Proof can I give you of 
the Deure I have to live with you, than by over- 
looking a manifeſt Injuſtice, which I am guilty 
of in taking a Share of what properly belongs to 
you. But do you know what a whimſical Sal- 
vol have found out to make me eaſy about the 
unequal Partition, of what we gain? Do as you | 
would be done by is, you know, the golden 
Rule, which ought to direct all our Actions in 
civil Life. Now, as I am very confident, that 
were it in my power to exceed you as far as you 
do me in Needle- work, and that my Earnings 
ſurpaſſed yours as much as I. ſhall be behind 

with you, I would nevertheleſs ſhare equally 
with you, with all the Pleaſure imaginable; 
and, therefore, I conclude, n nn to 
1 the 28 * me. | 


Hap: you not ſutinhed: your — — Dali. 
EaCY Madam, -anfwered - ſhe, by this Juſt, 
notwhimfical, Way of reaſoning, I intended to 
0 propoſed. an Expedient- which, in my 

inion, puts things upon a right Footing in 
— and intitles you to all the Profits 
of my Work, let them bo ever ſo. great. You 
1 20 Madam, added hes that Lm by. Tor- 


tune 
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tune condemned to act in the Station of a Ser 
vant, Why may not you hire me as ſuch, and 
then you have a juſt right to what I can earn? 

All the Recompence I demand is, my daily 
Bread, and Clothes ſuitable to my Condition; and 
that you may not be uncertain, hether ſuch an 
Agreement will turn out to your Advantage, 
let us make a Tryal for a few Months, and by 
keeping an exact Account of what my Work 
brings in, and what you expend for my Vic- 
tals, and ſome little Neceſſaries which perhaps 
I may want, you can then form a Judgment, 
whether keeping me will be an Advantage or 
a Loſs to you. No, no, Mirella, eriec I, 
you ſhall never be with me, but as a Boſom 
Friend, to whom I already owe Obligations 
that T can never repay : That we may live to- 
gether, is as much my Deſire as yours, but it 
muſt be on no other Footing, than as Friends 
and Partners; for as to Birth, mine is not, I 
dare ſay, preferable to yours, and would it not 
de a monſtrous Piece of Folly and Injuſtice te 
impute it as a Crime to you, that your Father 
was not rich enough to keep you from being a 
menial Servant. Were my Great Grandfather 
alive (who was nothing but a poor wretched 


Peathure how weuld: W to ſee the 
Grandeur 


l 
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Grandeur of his Offspring, who would, no 
doubt, be aſhamed to own him as their Proge- 
nitor, and were our Nobility, who are ſo in- 
toxicated with their elevated Stations, to go 
back to their Sources, of which many are far 


from being remote, What a Check muſt it give. 


to their Vanity to find that the aggrandizing of 
their Families, was ewing to. ſome artful Vil- 
king who robb'd the Widow-and the Orphan, . 


or were inriched by doing the dirty Work of 
a plotting Stateſman, or ſerving him in his 


Pleaſures, of which Inſtances, and not a few, 
might if neceſſary. be given; from all which I 
conclude, that it is no leſs prepoſterous to ido- 
lize Grandeur and Riches, than it is to deſpiſe 
thoſe on whom Fortune has not beſtowed ſuch 


Advantages, and that if we allow our ſelves to 


he guided by Reafon the virtuous Man and, 


Woman will be the only Objects of our Eſteem, 


let their Origin be ever ſo obſcure, and their 
Situation in Life ever ſo mean. I would not, 
however, have you believe that I am ſuch a 
perfect Stoir as to be abſolutely inſenſible of the 
Grandeur, the Riches and Honours of Life ; 
they have, it muſt be confeſſed, ſeducing 


Charms, and preſent us with pleaſing Proſpects, 


A Gold 


attracts 
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attracts every Heart, and all are delighted with 

the Advantages it procures. The grave Phi- 
loſopher is drawn inſenſibly from his deep Spe- 
culations to gaze on the yellow Idol; and the 
more devout Prieſt, notwithſtanding his Ha- 
rangues upon the Contempt of Riches, and 
his Exhortations to contemn-- thoſe ' Baubles, 
thoſe Vanities, and, in general, all the tranſi- 
tory Enjoyments of 'Life, is nevertheleſs capti- 
vated himſelf with the bewitching Metal: All 
this may be accounted for, from that innate 
Principle of Self-Love and Self. Preſervation, 
by which we are invincibly attached to this 
grand Sweetner of all the bitter Pills of Life; 
However, I ſtill perſiſt in my Concluſion with 
Regard to the Objects of our Eſteem. But 1 
now find my Eyes almoſt ſhut, fo that if you 
pleaſe, we will defer what remalns to be ſaid 
on this Subject, till we are refreſhed by Sleep; 
ſo by mutual Conſent we undreſt and went to 
Bed, which the Fatigue of the Day, atleaſt 
to me that had not as yet recovered oh former 
Strepſithy en W n 


1. 


NxT Morning out Eight've bot ent of 
Bes, and. upon my coming but of the-Cloſet, 
Cvhere I had retired for a few Minutes after I 

WAS 
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was dreſſed) I found the Lady of the Houſe in 
the Bed-chamber, who, after inquuing very 
kindly how I bad paſſed the Night, conducted 
me down Stairs to Breakfaſt, and when it was 
over, the propoſed our taking a Walk towards 
the Wood, which ſhe had mentioned as a 
Sanctuary for me, in Caſe I was purſued” 
my Enemies ; beſides, Miſs, ſaid the, if you 
have any Curiofity about. plain and ſimple Na- 
ture, you may here view it in all its Beauties, 
and ſee ſomething new in the Sylvan Scenes 
that ſurround you; but to a Lady who has 
perhaps never been without the Gates of Na- 
ples, the ratling ot Coaches would be more 
agreeable, than the ruſling of Leaves, or the 
warbling of Birds, and the gay Diverſions of 
the Town infinitely: preferable to the innocent 
Amuſements of a rural Life, ſuch as we had 
amidſt the various Charms of natural Beauty, 
which every way preſent themſelves to our 
View, and inſpire us with Sentiments of Admi- 
ration and Love to the bountiful. Author of 
Nature, who charms our Senſes, and raviſhes 
our Minds with innocent Delight; But this is 
a Language unknown perhaps to Mis Tencin, 
io u I ſuppoſe, * . Charms 
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in ſuch a/ rude Retreat as this, fit to . the 
I Attention of a e, r Mü b ad) 


Haus are indeed, tba; Et) a6 
ſemblies, Plays, nor Balls; none of the ſplen- 
did Allurements with which Ladies of what the 
World · calls polite Taſte are ſo apt to be capti- 
vated: We Ruſftics laugh at all ſuch tumultu- 
ary Diverſions, and look upon what you con- 
ſider as the very Eſſence of Happineſs, as the 
Exceſs of Madneſs and Folly; ſo that if you 
deſpiſe us as a Parcel of dull ſplenetick Mortals, 
ve pity you as giddy Creatures, wh hurry 
through the different Stages of Life, without 
Thought or Reflection, and ſtill unſatisfied- or 
rather diſguſted with the Enjoyment of thoſe 
very Pleaſures which you purſue with 4o much 
Ardour: As a Proof of this, I could appeal to 
the Experience of every Man and Woman who 
act their Parts in high Life; and. I dare ſay, 
if they ſpeak their real Sentiments, they will 
own that their moſt elegant Entertainments and 
Diverſions are continually attended, in one Shape | 
Conſequences, that they themſelves are aſha- 
med to have been ſo fond of them. I could 
inſtance many Perſons who have abandoned the 

„ pnblick 
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publick Diverſions upon this -very Account. 3 
but I ſhall only mention the Counteſs of * 
-ance, with whom I was acquainted formerly at 


* "4 ” > ' r 
. Naples. _ 
1 2 


'Tr1rs Lady was a moſt beautiful, virtuous 
"Woman, but ſo paſſionately fond of all pub- ! 
lick Diverſions, that if ſhe happen'd to ſtay at b 
Home a whole Day, the was quite unhappy. 

The Count was a grave thoughtful Man, and 
his Wife's rambling Temper gave him great 

Uneaſineſs; he often endeavoured, with all 

.the Rhetorick he was Maſter of, to diſſuade: 
her from a Courſe of Life, which not only ex- 
poſed her to the Criticiſms of ſome malicious 
People about Town, but greatly impaired her 
Health; but ſhe anſwered all his Lectures with 
.a Laugh, telling him, that what a Woman x 
loved, never did her Harm; beſides, added 
ſhe, the unavoidable Cares of Life are ſo pain- 
ful, that if we can ſoſten them by innocent | 
Diverſions, Who can juſtly find Fault with us? | 
If the Expence of my Diverſions be what pin- | 
ches you, pray conſider that other Ladies of 
'Fafhion are as expenſive as I am this way; and, 
beſides, addicted to gaming, where they oftener 
loſe than win; and this you cannot lay to my 
Charge. 


_ _ 
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Charge. Well, well, ſaid he ſmiling, you are 


a very good Council in your own Cauſe, and 
I; as a partial Judge, pronounce this Sentence, 
that you go on in your own way, and indulge a 
fooliſh Paſſion, which J find cannot be cured, .. 
but by the wonderful Operations of that never- 
failing Remedy, which your Sex are ſaid to 
carry always about with them, I mean Incon- 
fancy, which I hope will e' er long give you 
a Diſguſt at what you now fo much doat upon. 
As I ſhould be glad to oblige you, anſwered 
ſhe, I will attend the publick Diverſions more 
exactly for the future than I have hitherto - 
done, that I may haſten the Accompliſhment- 
of your Wiſhes ; and with that View I will 
go this Night to a Ball, at which I ſhould not. 
otherwiſe have been preſent; ſo that you muſt: 
allow I give you, or rather, to ſpeak more 
properly, I give that Inconſt ancy, which you 


are pleaſed to term the Vade Mecum of our Sex, 


very fair Play. But ſhe, as well as the Count, 
little thought that this would be the laſt of 
thoſe Diverſions ſhe ever would be at, other- 
wiſe the Huſband, rather than diſſuade her 


from going, as he did, would have preſſed her 
to it; and 'tis very probable that had ſhe in 


the leaſt ſuſpeCted, that her going to this Ball 
© ES would : 
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would have given her, a Diſguſt to thoſe Sort 
of | Diverſions, all her Huſband's Intreaties 
would not have prevailed with her to do a 
thing, which would prove the mcans of meta- 
morphaſing her into one of thoſe dull ſtupid 
Animals, who can fit droning at home from 
Morning to Night, and think of nothing but 
the Government of their Houſe and Family. 
But as ſhe was a Woman of ſtrict Honour 
and Virtue, and extremely charitable, Provi- 
dence made her ſenſible of her Folly by the Means 
of a ſevere Fit of Sickneſs, which her having 
over-heated herſelf with dancing at this Ball, 
and drinking Lemonade to Exceſs, brought 
xpon her, and in ſpite of the Endeavours of 
the ableft Phyſicians of Naples, conducted her 
to the very Gates of Death. 


Hs x Diſtemper was a viotent confirmed 
Pleureſy, and her Blood was changed from 
red into an amber Colour, In her Agonies 
ſhe would often deſire her Huſband, who 
was Day and Night at her Bed-ſide, not to 
be grieved for a Wretch, who, to ſatisfy a 
Madneſs offenſive | to Heaven, as well as to 
f im, Was 2 Self- Murderer; but if it ſhould 
be Wil of Heaven, ſai ſhe, to prolong 
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my Life, I vill endeavour by a regular Con- 
duct to make ſome Attonement for my paſt 
Follies. The ſame Providence, which hal 
contrived the Means of her Puniſment, 
brought about her Necovery contrary to the 
Expectation of her Benn who 1 well 
her ry. for loſt. 4 


As there are x gent any foals abit as 
male Quacks who have ſometimes Nr. — 
that do Wonders, a certain travellimg Doctrix 
hearing of the Counteſs's Diſtemper, and that 
the Phyſicians had given her over preſented. 
herſelf at the Count's, and having told one f 
the Servants that ſhe had ſoinething to chf. 
nicate to his Maſter which would be agreeable - 
ſaid ſhe to the Sount when fie entered the P. 
Jour where he was, I am informed that your +” 
Lady is given over as incurable by the Phyſi- 
cians, and therefore I come to offer you nm 
Service: I Know her Diſtemper, and 25 have 

cured many in her Caſe, I hope, with — 
Aſſiſtance of Heaven, I ſhall: be able: till to 
preſetve her Life. I am not ignoraitz — 
ſhe, in what Diſoredit People like me are with 
the bettet Sort, and I owh that maay o 
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are juſtly deſpiſed, becauſe they pretend to 
mu pe Diſtempers; but that is not 
my Caſe: I have only Recipes for particular 


Diſeaſes, of which your Lady's is one. I have 


tried the Experiment on above a hundred Pa- 
tients, and it never once failed. Here is the 
Medicine, continued ſhe, pulling out of a Cafe 
a Phial containing a Liquid of a reddiſh Colour, 
of which, to prevent any Suſpicion or Appre- 
henſion you may be under of Danger to your 
Lady in taking it, I will, in your Preſence, 
drink a full Glaſs of it, and if ſhe does not 
find herſelf eaſed of that terrible Stitch in 
drinking three Glaſſes, allowing an Hour be- 
twixt each Glaſs, I will not only aſk no Pay- 
ment for my Tincture, but ſubmit to what 


corporal Puniſhment you think proper to in- 


flict 3 and this, with the Sentence of the 


Phyſicians, who I am told have already con- 


demned her, ought to make you fond of Gf 


ing an Experiment which may, under God 


recal her from the Gates of dds and ca 


. 


To 
"7 


— Gnamtia cies % ber] ne all 
Glaſs of ber Tincture, took the Phial and 
as > #% | | and 
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and made her drink a Glaſs of it, and then 
ordered that the Doctrix ſhould be brought into 
the ſick Perſon's Bed- chamber, where ſhe was 
to remain till they ſaw the Effect of her Me- 
dicine. She told the Count that the firſt Glaſs 
would throw her into a gentle Sweat and make 
her drowſy, but that ſne muſt not be allowed 
to ſleep, till after the third Glaſs: It hap- 
pened as ſhe ſaid; upon drinking the ſecond 
Glaſs her Pain was much abated, and the 
third not only removed her On but ag 


8 ene 


Sor — — kin this Tinchus one 
Glaſs in the Morning and another at Night 
for a Week, and in that Time ſhe was re> 
ſtored to perfect Health to the great Surpriſe of 
her Phyſicians, who were all obliged. to confeſs 
that this was a wonderful Cure, They taſted 
the Tincture, and tho' by the Taſte and Smell 


they pretended to know ſome. of the . Ingre- 


dients, yet they could not with all their Learns 
ing and Knowledge make the Analyſis, of the 
Medicine, and I believe I may without Breach 
of Charity ſay, that ſome of them would have 


been better pleaſed that the Counteſs had made 


her Exit, than chat. ſne ſhould haye been cured 
by 


HO. 
. 
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dy an illiterate Woman after they had decreed 


her a dead Perſon, and declared upon a Con- 
ſultation of the whole Faculty that it was not in 


the Power of Art to keep her alive twenty four 


Hours. The Count was in Raptures of Joy 
not to be expreſſed, and would by no Means 
part with this famous Doctrix, whom he o- 
bliged' to ſtay a couple of Months, and made 

her 2 Preſent of five mam bop ho 
— her. i 0 


Tuts Fit of of Sicknefs ſo — 02 4 
the Counteſs, that no Perſuaſion could prevail 
with her ever after to go to any publick Diver- 
fions ; Books and ſober Converſation were her 


only Amuſements, and I have often heard her 


fince exclaim againſt her own Folly, for taking 
up fo much of her Time with thoſe dangerous 


and ſinful Extravagancies. It is true, conti- 


nued ſhe, that all your City Ladies are not ſo 
paffionately fond, nor make themſelves ſuch 


Slaves to thoſe ſort of Diverſions as the Coun- 
tefs did for ſome Time, but are their Eyes ſo 


delighted with that Delicacy and Variety of 
Scenes which our enamelled Fields offer to our 
View? What a Difference between the ſweet +. 


; ”, 
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nauſeous Breathings of a Crowd of People in a 


confined Place? And tho you may be in Raptures 
with a Caſtrato's effeminate Voice, to me the 


Nightingale's melodious evening Song to his 
tender Mate is delightfully raviſhing ; and to 
| conclude; for I have too far encroached upon 

your Patience, our Country Amuſements have 
this remarkable Advantage over your City Diver- 
ſions, that the more we give into them, the 
better Health we enjoy; whereas yours have 
the quite contrary Effect, and often corrupt 
the Morals, as Wen as a the Conſti- 


ö tution. 


ing that ſhe here left off ſpeaking, I ſhall not 
pretend to give my Opinion of the Difference 
of a City and a Country Life, being alike ig- 
norant of the Pleaſures of both; but ſo far as 
I can make a Judgment of my preſent. Temper 
and Diſpoſition, the latter ſeems to be what I 
would chuſe, particularly during the fine Sea- 
ſon of the Year, when our Eyes muſt be de- 
lighted - with Nature drefſed out in all her 
Gaiety, and when the Air is perfumed with. 
the ſweet Odours of numberleſs Flowers, but 


9 when * with furious Rage {trips Trees, and 


75 — - F _— 
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Flowers, and Plants, of all their beautiful 
Drefs, the Fields around us ſhew Nature 


drooping and in dire Diſtreſs, and then the 


Proſpect muſt be as melancholy as it is now de- 
kghtful ; for which Reaſon methinks I ſhould: 


be fond to leave the Country, before boiſterous. 


Winter has commenced its dreadful Opera- 
tions; for who can view the naked Tree, the 
blaſted Flower, that pleaſing Verdure with 
which the Fields were cloathed no more to be 
feen, without being deeply affected with the 
melancholy Proſpect every time __ throw - 
their eyes around them ! 


"Tro* I could, my dear Mis, aid ſhe, 
make it appear that Providence has not only 
ſtudied our Welfare, but even our Satisfaction 
in the Variety of Seaſons and their regular 
Succeſſion, and that what you call Diftreſs of 
Nature is only a neceſſary Courſe of Phyſick 
(if I may be allowed the Expreſſion) which it: 
goes through in order to be more healthy, and 
appear afterwards in that Beauty, which, with- 


out ſuch a Purgation, it would not have 


attained to. I ſhall not at this time enter upon 
that extenſive Subject, but refer it to ſome 


our Occaſion when J ſhall have the * 
| "© 


- 
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- -of our Curate, who will, [ believe, convince 7 

you that a rural Life, even when Nature ſeems 
to be in her mourning Weeds, is ſtill preferable 
to the noiſy and tumultuous Diverſions of a 
crowded Codes 


War EN we had . about a Mile in the 
Wood ſtill to an Aſcent, we came at laſt to a 
little Pavilion made of Wood, from which we 
had the moſt delightful Proſpect that ever I 
had ſeen; ſpacious Meadows and Fields ex- 
tended to an inconceivable Diftance, where 
our Sight was only bounded by a clear Sky that 
ſeemed to meet the Ground, and in ſome 
Places by Hills which could hardly be diſtin- 
guiſhed from the gilded Clouds, in which they 
_ wrapped themſelves. Our Eyes at one View 
took in abundance of little Villages, which a- 
riſing from amidſt the Trees at a great Diſ- 
tance agreeably diverſified the delightful Land- 
ſcape. Upon the Sight of this raviſhing Scene 
.the Lady could not hinder herſelf from ma- 
King the following nne RE 


* 0 Nature how beautiful, how lovely 
<< are all thy Works ! with what Pleaſure do 


bo I gaze around on what charms my Senſes, 


— 


* 


A i. 
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«.raviſhes my Mind with innocent Delight! 
Af the inanimate | Greation can beſtow ſuch 


*6Plefures to a rational Mind, how much 


i nobler muſt be the Satisſaction with which 
« ſuperior Beings view the beauteous Order 


$:of the intellectual World, infinitely tranſ- 


er eee e moſt As Pee of 
—— 


Tan Rhaptody led us teach 115 mo- 
ralizing on the various Beauties of Nature, and 


comparing the, natural Connection there is be- 

een the exterior Arrangements of Bodies 
which are formed to delight our Senſes, and 
the Proportions of internal Beauty, the Pro- 
priety _ of Action, and the native Amiableneſs 
of an honeſt, generous, and upright Mind. 
That as Nature had carefully formed the va- 
rious Senſes with different Powers, adapted to 
oenyey Delight to the Soul, from tlie Multitude 
of, outward Beings, which ſurround us, ſo ſhe 
had. been no leſs careful in forming the Mind 
with States and Paſſions for directing i its Pur- 


ſuit to Objects capable of raiſing it to the 
ime Pleaſures ; ;, While thoſe leaſures not 


only reſult, from its Purity, but are dhe very 


Meags of exalting it to ſtill higher Degre 
— 1 


5. 
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1 Wunr a ache Senfation does this 
& Azure Dome give the Eye! ſaid the Widow; 
C could the Earth be covered with à more 
ce beautiful Ceiling ! a finer Canopy ! what a 
_ © pleaſing Verdure clothes the Ground, while 
© it meets the Limits of the high Arch of 
Heaven with intermingling Shades? a beau- 
& tiful Carpet for Man' and Beaſt ! but all 
& lovely as this Scene appears, how much 
. foes it fall ſhort of the nobler Landſcape of 

„ the Mind! The honeſt | Man, whenever 
e he pleaſes to review his Actions, and con- 
&* template the Situation of his Heart, per- 
« ceives a pleaſing Extaſy ariſing from every 
5 Inſtance of his Integrity. He ſees a Sy- 
4 metry even more tranſportingly beautiful 
“ than this of Nature. A Proportion and 

Arrangement of Paſſions incomparably more 
“ pleaſing than all the various Diſpoſitions of 
„Light and Shade, of Woods and Paſture, 
of bubbling Springs and falling Torrents. 
*< How vaſt the Difference between the moſt 
<< lovely Scenes which can ariſe from the Mo- 
% difications of Matter in its moſt complete 
* fPerfection; between the Tones of the moſt 
« melting and harmonious Accents, and the 

Vol. I. — nicer 
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*< nicer and more delicate Senſations of an ap- 


*£, proving Conſcience ] An engaging Inftance 


3 fo the divine Wiſdom and Benevolence to 


<< conftitute;the very means of advancing the 
<< HappineG, of others, the means of pro- 
Hg e Mabel lesſures to ores,” 


go opt my. — Miſs, fad ſhe when ſhe 


Ropped, will you not conclude, from the 


Fondneſs you ſee me have to talk ſo much in 
the rhapſodical Strain, that I am not a little 
ſmitten with the Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, or at 
Jeaſt that I want to ſhew you how high I ſoar 

in the ſublime ?- It is nat, added ſhe, my 
uſual Cuſtom to be ſo free with Strangers, but 
the little I know of your Character, by what 
my Niece has already told me, and the Friend- 
ſhip 1. have. conceived for you, induces me to 
de as free with you as if our Acquaintance 
were of a much longer Date; and I hope you 
will, in xzeturn to my frank Behaviour with 
you, now favour me with the Particulars of 
your Liſe, for vthich my Niece bad your Al. 
Iqwange, but I ſhould rather hear them ſrom 
yourſelf, if you'll take that- "IR 72 
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O! Madam, cried I claſping her in my 
Arms, (for I found this charming Woman hach 
gained my Heart) you have a Right to demand 
every thing of me, and if it were in my PO 
er to give you ſtronger Teſtimonies of my Ef- 
teem and Friendſhip than what you require, 


do me the Juſtice to believe that I would with. 


the greateſt Pleaſure embrace any Opportunity 
of giving you Proofs of them, and pol a TOO 
Attachment. 

Mr Soy is but ſhort, but upon my firſt 
Entry on the Stage of Life, the Tryals I have 
met with, (which perhaps would not ſeem to 
be of any great Conſequence to Perſons of 
greater Experience and more fixed Principles 
of Virtue). appear to me ſevere and rigorous 3. 
and I have great Reaſon to be thankful to- 
bountiful. Providence for my Pteſervation hie 
therto ; and as I am perſuaded you'will per- 
ceive by what I am going to tell you, 'that 
Heaven has made Uſe of. my dear Friend Mi. 
rella as the Inſtrument of my Deliverance,” I 
hope you'll attribute ts her generous Advice 
and Aſſiſtunce any Merit that my Behaviour. 


can lay. claim to. ä 
1 
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I then related ſuccinctly every thing that 
had happened to. me ſince my Mother's Death: 
Madam Nancini gave me a thouſand tender 
Marks of Affection, and proteſted that ſhe 


would never forgive me if I made any Difficul- 
ty or Ceremony of ſtaying with her *cill ſuch 


Time, as 1 could be better elſewhere ; and 
don't imagine, my dear Miſs, ſaid ſhe, that 
you are under the leaſt Obligations to me for 
ſuch Offers. My Huſband has left me a con- 
ſiderable Fortune; my Daughter is ſo advan- 
tazeoufly ſettled, that ſhe has no Occaſion for 
the leaſt Aſſiſtance from me, and I have been 
long looking out for an agreeable Companion, 
which I have now found, if my Company be 
as pleaſing to you as yours is to me, Such 


| generous Offers brought Tears in my Eyes, and 


J proteſted that while my Company was agree- 
able to her, I would conſider nothing but to 
render myſelf worthy of her Favours; but, 
Madam, added I, Do you conſider that you 


will not only have me as a Charge upon you, 
but likewiſe my Friend Mirella, from whom 


neither my Heart nor my Honour will allow 


me to think of a Separation ? 


WERRE 
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ans the leſs our. Friend; anſwered ſhe, 


thanl] find, ſhe is, the Ties of Blood joined 95 
her own Merit would, no doubt, be ſufficien 

Motives to induce me to to mike her the ack 
Offers; and when I join to theſe the noble 


| Proofs. ſhe has given of her own Virtue by 


aſſiſting yours with ſo much Courage and Zeal, - 
my Affection is raiſed to ſuch a Pitch, that ſhe 

may be very well aſſured not only to find in me 
a kind and indulgent Aunt, but a faithful | 
| WO who. will never ances One 1 * 15 


1 K herſelf a at 5 Fakt and foi! 
ing her Hand, kiffed and wet it with, Tears, 
which was a more eloquent Repreſentatidn of 

what ſhe felt in her grateful Heart, than all 
the Acknowledgments the Tongue is capable 
of expreſſing-. Madam Nancini, who raiſed 
her up and claſped her in her Arms, could 
not hinder herſelf from mingling Tears with 
thoſe that dropt from her Niece's Eyes and 
it may eaſily be imagined that Ich not re- 
main a dry - eyed ter of a Scene ſo e 


as this. 
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Arras dhe Aunt and the Neice had fully 
indulged this tender Effuſion of Hearts, I got 


Mirella in my Arms, and in a Rapture, which 


I could not for my Life -reftrain; cried, It is 
then determined by this generous good Lady 
that you and I ſhall remain with her, till this 


Storm that threatens me is diſſipated: I own 


that I have ſuch. a vaſt Opinion of her noble 


and generous Spirit, that I ſhall not- refuſe to 


bring myſelf-under Qbligations to her, which 
I would not accept from any other, and not 


even from herſelf had not you met with the 


fame kind Invitation; but, Madam, faid 1 
turning to the Lady, it is upon this Condition 


(and I hope my Friend will not diſſent from 


me) that if my Father's Neceſſities do not re- 
quire my delivering him up the Jewels I have 


now in my Poſſeſſion, but that I am left at 


liberty to diſpoſe of them as I think proper, 
you will allow me to make a Preſent of a Part 


of them to your Daughter, if you will not ac- 
0 1 them. yourſelf. | sch . 


„ 6 had. of Helios, 
faid Madam Nancini, when I am entitled to 


no Pen. ee find that I am as 
much 
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much ſubjected to intereſted Views as another; 
but I fancy, added ſhe, at leaſt my Stomach 

tells me, that it is now about the Hour of Din- 
ner, let us therefore draw towards home; for 
J imagine that what with the agreeable Proſ- 
pects which we have indulged our Sight with 
from this Pavilion, and our long Converſation, 
the Time has ſenſibly ſlipt away; beſides, as 
we country Folks can meaſure Time without 
the Help of Clocks or Watches, by the Sun's 
apparent Motion from Eaſt to Weſt, tho' in 
reality it is our Globe of Earth that moves 
round the Sun, and is the Occaſion of that 
Motion which the Ignorant attribute to this 
glorious Body of Light, very well known now 
to: all who have the leaſt Notion of the ſolar 
Syſtem, to be fixed in the Center, and that all 
the Planets, the Moon, and the Earth move 
round it, but by long Practice and Obſerva- 
tion we can always gueſs, while the Sun is vi- 
ſible above our Horizon, within a quarter of 
an Hour of the Time of Day; and as the Sun 
is paſt the Meridian juſt now, I reckon it will 
be one o'clock before we reach home. We 
walked lowly: down the Aſcent, and I with a 
ſort of ReluQance, for I could never, I thought, 
be wearied with the beautiful Proſpects and 
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Landſcapes that charmed my raviſhed. Sight; 
and, no doubt, one Reaſon of this was their 
Novelty; and that till then I had not the leaſt 
Idea of the Beauties which Nature wind. K 
here offered to wy Wer. > 798 


We ſcarce had done Dinner ü Word 
was brought that Mrs. Bolini was juſt alighted 
from her Horſe and coming in, and the Word 
was ſcarce out of the Servant's Mouth when 
ſhe entered the Parlour. No Ceremony, Ladies, 
ſaid ſhe, but every one keep their Seats; and 
when J have ſatisfied a craving Stomach, I will 
then embrace each of you, and make you my 
Compliments, but *till then you muſt excuſe 
me; for this Morning's Ride has made me as 
hungry as a Hawk. By the Time you have 
eat your Soup, of which I hope there is ſtill 
ſome to be got, ſaid Madam Nancin!, the 
Cook will have Time to get ſomething that's 
hot for you. If there's any Soup, anſwered 
ſhe, T will be glad to have it, but as for te 
zeſt hot or cold it is the fame thing to me. | 
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retired, now, Ladies, ſaid ſhe, as I can throw 


_— a little Ti ime upon „ give 
me 
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me leave to aſſure you all in general, and you, 
my dear Mifs Tencin, in particular, that Lam 


beartily glad to find you all well and peaceable 


here, which would not have been the Caſe 
had you, Miſs and my Niece, added ſhe 
addreſſing herſelf to me, remained laſt Night 
at my Houſe, which you muſt know was fur- 
rounded this Morning at three o'clock by an 
Officer and a Dozen of Halbardeers, who made 
me and all my Family get up, and ſearched 
the Houſe, from Top to Bottom, with all the 
Exactneſs imaginable. Tho' I knew very well 
what they wanted, I aſked the Officer by what 
Order, and upon what Account he gave my 
Family this Diſturbance? He anſwered very 
civilly, that he came by the Governor's Or- 
ders to ſearch my Houſe for Miſs Texcin and 
Mirella who had made an Elopement, and 
and that there were ſeveral other Parties beſides 
his in queſt of them. Pray, Sir, ſaid I, what 
Reaſon is affigned for ſuch an extravagant 
Whim ? There are various Reports, Madam, 
anſwered he, but I beljeve the true Reaſon 
is a Myſtery which few know. I am ſorry 
that I ſhould have been one of thoſe pitched 
upon for ſuch an Employment as this, and I 
ſhall return with more Pleaſure than I came 


out; for I have been told by ſeveral, that Miſs 
-- Jn 
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Tencin was a diſcreet virtuous young Lady, and 
that ſhe has not come to ſuch a ſtrange Reſolu- 


tion without \ very ſtrong and preſſing Motives ; 


and ſome Whiſpers are going about which I ; 


do not think proper to mention; however, I 


am very glad the is not here, nor I the Perſon. 
who c carries her back to Naples. 


As my Duty obliges me, Madam added 
he, to give you this Diſturbance, the beſt At- 
tonement T can make is to rid you as ſoon as 


_  poflible of ſuch diſagreeable Gueſts as we muſt 


be; with that that he made me a low Bow 
and directly marched off his Party, whom Lor- 
dered a Servant of mine to follow at a Diftance 
for two or three Mites, that [ might be certain 
which Road they took; for I was well refoly*d 
had they ftruck off either to right or left of the 


Naples Road to have ſent a Man on Horſeback 


to have nal you on your Guard here. 


THIS Relation, tho* I thought myſelf per- 
fectly ſafe, made me tremble; but good God, 
with what a Pannick was I ſceized when one 
of the Servants came running in and told us, 
that there was about twenty Hertemen comin 
up the Avenue at t 2 large Trot! I thought I 

eee fhould 
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ſhould have ſunk Cr on the Floor from my 
Chair. No Weakneſſes cried Madam Nan- 


dini, pull up your. Courage, my dear Mis, 


My Life for yours. Then pulling 
out of her Pocket the Key of a, Cellar, Siſter, 
ſaid ſhe, you know. the Trap-Door, and the 
ſubterraneous Paſſage to the Wood, go this 
Minute with Miſs Tencm and Mirella to the 
Place you know, and let me alone to face the 
Enemy. Tho? I was ſcarce able to walk, my 
Limbs trembling under me, yet I found that 
Fear gave me Wings; we were in a Moment 
at a Lrap- Door in a dark Corner of a Cellar, 
and tho? we had a Candle in a Lanthorn along 
with us, I could never have found it out, had 
not Mrs. Bolini been with us. She lifted up 
a'fort of 'Hatch-Door, Mirella went firſt down 
a Ladder about ten Feet long with the Lan- 
thorn, I followed next, and Mrs. Bolini came 
1:ſt, making the Trap-Door faſt with :hree 
ſtrong Bolts, and removing the Ladder when 
ſhe was'got down. We then began our March, 
and when we had advanced about a hundred 
Paces we found three ſubterraneous Paſſages 
opening to the right and as many to the left; 
we entered into one of the three on the left, 
and when we had marchedabout fifty Paces in 
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this; we met with the ſame Number of Paſſages 
again to the right and left. We now changed 
our Route, and went to the right, and march- 
ed about a hundred Paces, where we came to a 


neat ſquare Room paved with Marble, with a 
Table in the Middle, and half a Dozen of 


A | 


« 


1: -was extremely curious to know for what 
Reaſon all theſe ſubterraneous Paſſages had 
been made, and Mrs. Bolini told me that Mr. 
Nantini's great Grandfather, . a Man of a large 
Eftate, having been deeply concerned in a 
De ſign of bringing about a Revolution in the 
Kingdom, which by a Diſcovery had been 
prevented, as he was out-lawed and a large 
Reward promiſed by the Government to any 
Perſon who ſhould deliver him up dead or a- 
live, he was obliged to retire into foreign 
Countries, but by the Intereſt of his Wife's 
Relations, who were People of great Power 
and of the Side of the prevailing Party, his 
Son, then a young Man about twenty, was put 
in Poſſeſſion of his Father's Eſtate, by way of 


tree Gift from the Crown ; and he took care 
to ſupport his Father abroad i BAIT, n 


* * EE 
* 


r ire. 
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| N no King, om 1 In Eiript has undergone 
more "Revolutions than ours, nor oſtener 
changed its Maſters, this Gentleman took a 
Whim to cut out all the ſubterraneous Paſ- 
ſages you have, now ſeen, at a very great Ex 
pence, imagining, no doubt, that ſome time 
or other they would be of Uſe to bim or his; 
and you ſee, added ſhe ſmiling, that this Day 
they preſerve. you from falling into the Hands 
of your Enemies. 


* C 
. 4 5 * 
— 2 147 55 / a , 3 * 3 


I happened to dirty wy REA nas. Fl 
Dbot of which T had not taken any Notice, 
at my coming into the Room, and \obſervirig 
that the Wood was not only of à great Thick- 
neſs but almoſt covered over wich Tron Bars, I 
aſked the Reaſon of fo ſtrong a Door? The 
Reaſon is, ſaid ſhe; tfrat in Caſe! this Party, 
ho are ſearching for ycuf ſbould find out 
the Paſſage (Which is ten Thouſand to one 
odds if they will) before they could break | 
open this Door,” you mould be far” e 
from them; for you muſt know that There's 
another Paſſage from this to the Middle of a 
Labyrinth, where there's another Trap-door, 
| by which Ye will enter intb Day-light, when 
we leave theſe dark Abodes: Now I deſire 

Vol. I. 2 you 
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you and Mirella may look out for the Door 
«which. opens into A . from this, and try 
if you can find it ws: 


Wr ſearched every ce but = ſee; no 
Door nor any thing that looked. like it in the 
W alls or in the Floor that could make us, ima- 
gine there was any Trap- door there, as the 
Marble Stones ſeemed to be joined with fo 
much Cloſenefs and Art; well, ſaid ſhe laugh- 
ing, ſince you cannot find out the Secret, let 


us remove this Fable, which was placed on a 


ſquare Frame, and covered the Trap - door 
made of Wood, painted in ſuch a manner that 
it appeared exactly like one of the Payement 
Stones. We had here.another Ladder by which 
awe deſcended to a new Paſlage, and this con- 
dudted us to a Trap- door under the Labyrinth, 
from which by means of a little Window cut 
thro* the Hedges, we had a View of the 
Houſe, and could ſee every body that went 
in or came out on our Side, but not on 
the oppoſite Front till they were at the 
Diſtance a half a Mile from the Houſe... 


Aram we had nemained. here bene af 


Hour, we law dhe * off, and 
About 
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about, half an Hour afterwards we obſerved 
Madam Nancini coming our Way, which gave 
me great Joy. I flew to get her in my Arms the 
Moment ſhe entered the Part of the Labyrinth 
where we were, and ſhe, returning my Em- 
braces with great Tenderneſs, told me ſmiling, 
I have had a terrible Fellow to deal with, who- 
thought to have frightened - me with his bully-- 
ing, but I ſoon made him draw in his Horns; 
however he has ſearched every Hole and Cor- 
ner in the Houſe, proteſting that he had cer- 
tain Advice of a Chaiſe with two Ladies in it 
that came this Way lait Night; that may very 
well be, ſaid I, and there's ſcarce'a Day i in the 
Week without Coaches or Chaiſes paſſing this 
Way; but as it is needleſs for me to tell you 
know not where the Perſons you want are, 
you may ſeareh my Houſe e pleafe. : 
That I will take Care to do, faid he; and if 1 
find them you will, I fancy, repent yo r having | 
concealed them. I neither dread you nor him 
who ſent you, anſwered 1 with an Air of In- 
dignation, upon that Score, ſo do your Duty, 
the ſooner the better, becauſe your Company 
is not ſo agreeable as to with the Continuance 
of it. After he and his Gang had made a 
thorough Search from the Garrets to the Cel- 
D lars, 
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lars, and not only peeped into every place 
where they had any Notion a Perſon might be 
concealed,” but over:hawled every Bed in the 
Houſe, they ſearched" all the 'Office-honſes, 


Stables, and the very Barns not excepted; and 
thank God bad only their Trouble for their 


2 
8 8 1 r r „ S 4 N 4 = #2 4 
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[Wie ihe Search was over I told the Offi- 
cer with a Sneer that I ſuppoſed: the Governor 


was mightily concerned for the young Lady's 
Elopement, ſince he ordered Parties to range 
up and down the Country in queſt of her; I 


ſuſpect, added I laughing, that as he paſſes for 
aà Man of a very amorous Diſpoſition he intend- | 


ed to make a Miſtreſs of the Conſul's Daugh- 
ter, and it would ſeem by her Flight that his 


Addreſſes were by no means agreeable. 


told you, Madam, ſaid he, that his Excel- 
lency had any ſuch Deſign? I do not ſay 


_ that it was really ſo,.. anſwered I, but only as 
every body knows him to be a Man of Gal- 
lantry, and that I have been told that Miſs 


Tencin is a great Beauty, I concluded that his 


Excellency's Heart was touched, which made 


him. take, fo much Trouble about. her Reco- 


very; but as the could not but conclude,, as 
: | 11> 


** F 
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Arn. had gone with her, that my Sifter Bo- 
lini's Houſe and mine would be directly 
ed, it would have been very imprudent in her 
to think of ſheltering herſelf witheither of us. 
He made no Reply, but went dut vvichout fo 
much as bidding me farewel, or even making | 
me a Bow; ſo that we had as min | 
mung as at our ane „bc 

d £0 208 72 111 

1 made a great many Bieler for the Piſtur⸗ 
bance ſhe had met with upon my Actount. 
Make no Apologies, ſald e, upon that 


Score for 1 think it is my Duty m every 
Mortal's, who has the leaſt Sentiments of Ho- 


nour or Honeſty, to protect Perſons in you 

Caſe ; and it gives me great Pleaſure to think | 

that you are in a Place of Safety, and that all 

the wicked. Schemes of this Beaft of a Gover- ; 
nor wil 12 aborrives 


#$+*# T7 . Ep * 
4 1. 44 


As I expect A vint 5 bur honeft Cürate 
we will now return home; and tho“ T believe 


there's no Danger in going the Nad T came, 
yet for the more Security, we will retire by the 


ſubterrancous Paſſages ages 3,but Tad Mirela haſti- 

Ty; the Candle is Tad out; ho ho Matter, "aid - 

Madam RE" we = find a Supply. e a 
4-3. 5 
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then ordered her Neice to bring a Candle 
and Lanthorn, under which there was a Draw- 
er, and in; it a Flint and Steel, and ſeveral 
Pieces of Candle; ſo that once more we 
plunged under Ground, and were conducted 
dy Madam Nencini, who told us that all the 
Paſſages to the right and leſt, except the one 
we had taken, when we came out, were only 
made with a Deſign to render the true one the 
more difficult to he found out; that each of 
them were about 2 hundred Paces long. and 
terminated in ſuch a little ſquare Room as you - 
| have. ſeen, but without any Trap- doors; ſo 
that on a Suppoſition the Trap in the Cellar 
were found out, they might wander long e- 
nough under Ground, before they found. out 
| the right Paſſage ; as there are twelve in all, 

N and but ane that conduẽt to the cr A | 


Ano elf on Tor: as we were. got 
| home, the Curate arrived, a venerable old 
Gentleman, Whoſe Looks beſpoke the in- 

ward Satisfaction of the pious Man, unmixed 
Wann that ſour and gloomy Shade, which the 
Checks of Conſcience throw on the Counte- 
nance of the e even in the Height 


45 his Gaiety, 


a 7 $2 3 
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AFTER the firſt POT were over, 
Madam, ſaid he to the Lady of the Houſe, I 
am informed that you have had a very extra- 
ordinary Sort of a Viſit this Morning, and, if 
I am not a little too curious, I ſhould be glad 
to know the Meaning of it? As J cannot, 
added he ſmiling, allow myſelf to think that 
you are plotting againſt the State, I am at a 
Loſs to conceive what ſhould have induced the 
Government to ſend a Party of Soldiers to 
ſearch your Houſe ? The News is already got 
among the Peaſants, and a great many ridicu- 
lous Conjectures made about it; ſo that, in 
my Opinion, it will be proper to ſtop the 
Progreſs of Rumours, which may give thoſe 
who do not know you, a very bad Notion of 
your Character; and tho? ſome People, whoſe 
Containing make them eaſy about the Opi- 
nion the World may have of them, may deſ- 
piſe ſuch Reports, yet, if we take the Thing 
in a religious Senſe, it is a Crime for any Man 
or Woman to allow the Public to be preju- 
diced againſt them wid e which vere no 
| Foundation | in eee | 
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Tno' you do me Juſtice, Sir, anſwered | 


Madam Nancini, with an affected Gravity,” to 
think that T am not concerned in carrying on 


Plots againſt the State, yet I muſt own that! 


am a ſuſpected Perſon by ſome of the moſt 


conſiderable Perſons in the Government, and 


it was with a View to find out whether their 
Suſpicions were juſt or not, that my Houſe 
"was ſearched this Morning; but as they have 
not found what they expected, the falſe Re- 
ports that fly about the Country, will ſoon be 
over, without my communicating to the Public 


the real Cauſe, which you yourſelf, were you to 


know! it, would, T believe, adviſe me'to o coficeal. 


HERE the Converſation was broke off by 


a Servant's coming in to lay the Cloth for Din- 
ner, upon which the Lady went out of the Par- 
Tour with a Deſign, as we thought, to give 


ſome Directions about Dinner; but, in reality, 


wich an Intention to ſpeak to me in private, a 


Servant having come and whiſpered me, a 


ktle after ſhe drs gone, that her Lady defired 


to ſpeak with me in her o.] n 


where 1 found her fitting in a very dende 


Poſture, and ſo wrapt up in Thought that ſhe 


ſcarce 


, 
1 
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\ 


Noailles and Tencin. 261 


ſcarce could be rouzed from it 557 my coming 
into the 2068 . 


1 tay dear Mis, faid has 25 aſſt 
me by your Advice: Tho' I ſeemed to be un- 
der no Concern about what the Curate told mo 
of the Reports that are ſpread up and down 
about this Affair, yet I own they give me ſome 
Unneaſineſs, not that I much regard what the 
Mob may think or ſay about it, but I ſhould 
be glad that ſome of my beſt Friends, and par- 
ticularly our Curate, were informed of the 
real Story; however, without your Approba- 
tion I am reſolved to conceal it from every 
Mortal, tho' I am ſo certain of the Secrecy 
and Diſcretion of this good Man,; that I would 
_ truſt him with any thing that regarded myſelf ; 
and beſides, as I know him to be a Man of 
excellent. Senſe as well as of real Piety, were he 
to know your Story, he would be charmed 
with your Virtue, and greatly aſſiſt us with his 
Advice. Madam, anſwered I, tho? this Gen- 
tleman's being let into the Secret of my Adven 
ture, were of no Service to me, vet as it 
will make you eaſy, I agree to it with all my 
Heart, and beg you may not give yourſelf a 
Minute's longer Uneaſineſs upon that Accounts 
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thank you my dear, ſaid ſhe, I hope it 
will be of Service to you, as well as a: Satiſ- 
faction to me, to have this good Man in our. 
Intereſt. We then returned to the Parlour, 


and Madam Nancini told the Curate, at large, 


my Story, throwing in every now and then, 
as ſhe went on in the Narration, Encomiums 
on my Virtue, which made me bluſh, and in 
which I could have withed ſhe had ln 
more ſharing, | 


Tur Curate liſtened to whatſhetold him with. 
great Attention, and when ſhe left off ſpeaking, | 
turning towards me, You may believe, Miſs, . 
ſaid he, that nothing can give me greater Joy, 
than to fee one of your Age endowed with ſo | 
noble and virtuous Sentiments, and I hope the — +. 
ſame kind Providence, that has preſerved you 
from the wicked Deſigns of your Enemies, 
will nat only continue to protect you, but put it 
out of their Power ever to accompliſn your 
Ruin. What a melancholy Thing is it tbat a 
Man, otherwiſe poſſeſſed of many ſhining 
Accompliſhments, ſhould throw a Blemiſn 


on them by giving not. only a Loofe to ſenſual 
Appetites, but, when he finds Perſuaſion 


will not do, by having Recourſe to Means 
Fr which. 
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which no Man of Honour, ſet aſide Chriſtia- 
nity, would attempt. This is an Inſtance how 
far, in ſome Conſtitutions, the brutal Part 
gets the Aſcendant, and triumphs over Rea- 
ſon, born down with the impetuous Torrent 
of Luſt, which blinds. them to ſuch a Degree, 
that they will violate all divine and human 
Laws to gratify it. What a mortifying Re- 
flection muſt it be to every Man and Woman, 
who have any Sentiments of Religion, to fee 
rational Creatures deprade themſelves ' into 
mere Brutes, and, indeed, worſe than Brutes, | 
and yet we have but too too many ſhocking In- 
ſtances · in all the Countries of the World of 
this miſerable Depravity, even in Perſons whe 
move in the higheſt Spheres of Life! This 
Morning, continued he, I was reading the 
terrible Effects of diſappointed Love in Cer- 
thage, which I think, cruel as it was, is not 
more heinous - than this new invented helliſh 
Contrivance of our Governor. Were it not 
too great a Trouble to you Sir, ſaid Madam 
Nancini, it would be agreeable to me, and 1 
dare ſay to all this Company, that Nr WO | 
Sure us ien * 171 5 | 


. 


As 
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* Chan imprudently 1 the Af- 
fair, replied he, it is but juſt, by Way of Pu- 
niſhment, that I be condemned to ſatisfy your 
Curiofity, at leaſt by an Abridgment, for o- 
therwiſe I ſhould be obliged to give you the 
Hiſtory of one of the Princes of Carthage 
from the Beginning to the End of his Reign; 
how after Rome's being taken, by the Goths 
the Emperor Honorius's Neice fled to Carthage, 
where the Prince Lorenzo fell in Love and at 
laſt married her; of his various Succeſſes in 
Wars againſt the Moors, &c. but I ſhall only re- 
late, as briefly as poſfible, what terrible 
Scenes the Prime · Miniſter's Paſſion for the 

Princeſs produced at this Court. | 


+ * 


Tus Prince - having got Intelligence of a 
new Incurſion of the Moors into his Territo- 
Ties, was obliged to leave bis new married 
Spouſe, and to bead his Army. When he was 
ready to ſet forward in his Expedition, he cal- 
led for Maximanus his Favourite, and holding 
 Honoria by the Hand, Maximanys, ſaid he, it 
is to your Fidelity that I truſt this precious Jewel, 


and the greateſt Proof you can gre me of your 
Leal 
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Zenl and Aﬀfe&tion, i is to take particular Care of 
her, and to divert her during my Abſence. When 
the Prince was gone, the Miniſter was mighty 
aſſiduous about the Princeſs, and neglected 
nothing that mu ra Am! in a her Fa- 
vour. | 


As he thought his Peron and rei 
ment far exceeded the Prince's, or any about 
Court, he had a Notion, from the civil Beha- 


viour of the Princeſs, whom he paſſionately 
loved, that ſhe was not inſenſible of his Merit, 


and an innocent Whim of her's about a Pic- 


ture, not only confirmed him in the Notion 


that ſhe loved him, but emboldened him to 


make a Declaration of his Paſſion, without the 
leaſt Apprehenſion of meeting a Repulſe. He had 
for ſome Days ſollicited the Princeſs to have her 


Picture drawn by a famous Limner, that the 


Gallery might be graced with what would infi- 


nitely exceed all the Paintings in it: He re- 


newed his Requeſt ſo often and with ſuch Ear- 


neſtneſs, that the Princeſs at laſt conſented, 
but upon Condition that the Painter ſhould 


follow her Directions, which ſhe gave Maxi- 
mahus in writing, and theſe were the Words: 


| The Painter is to draw my Picture holding a 
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Cupid between my Legs, plucking the Feathers 
out of bis Wings which. are to lie ſcattered about 
the Room, his Bow under my Foot, his Quiver 
upon the Ground, and the Arrows broken, with 
this Motto, viz. But a Gooſe to a good Houſe- 


2e. This Writing ſhe gave to Maximanus, 


-pronouncing theſe Words : Now, Maximanus, 
Jam at your Service, meaning that upon thoſe 


Terms ſhe was willing to gratify his Deſires, 


and not doubting but he knew what ſhe meant, 
ſhe explained it no farther ; but the vain Fool 
imagined that ſhe artfully invented this Hiero- 
-glyphick to let him know that ſhe loved him : 
By Cupid between her Legs, thought he, that 
ſhe intended to expreſs the Love between her 
and her Huſband, whoſe Bow ſhe trod under 
her Foot, and whoſe Feathers ſhe threw away 
as ſlighting his Departure. And what con- 


| Armed his Suſpicions was, that when the Pic- 


ture was finiſhed, Come, Maximanus, ſaid ſhe, 
you and I will go and hang it up in my Bed 


Room ; bidding him reward the Painter and diſ- 


miſs him, which he did, and carried the Picture 
into the Princeſs's Bed-Chamber, and finding 
nobody there he without any Ceremony 
addreſſed her thus: : 


Mapan, 


Wit, but Iam afraid 
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Map Au, from the firſt Moment I ſaw yow 
my Heart was your Conqueſt, and it has been 
fince tortured with the moſt violent Paſſion that 
ever Man felt, the more inſufferable, that I 
durſt not tell the Cauſe of my Miſery, or im- 
plore Relief; but as it now ſeems that my 
Looks and Actions have: ſpoke in a Language 
that your quick Apprehenſion underſtood, I 
could wiſh you had ſaid nothing, and then by” 
making a third Hand paint the Idea of your 
Mind, who knew nothing of your Meaning, 
you had performed the greateſt Maſter-piece of 
Here Honoria gave” 
him fuch a Look that he was quite daſhed, and* 
aſked him what he meant by that ſtrange Lan-- 
guage and inſolent Behaviour? He, the moſt 
daring proud Man upon Earth, aſked her what 
the meant by that ſtrange Picture, and familiar 
Way of telling him that ſhe was at his Service? 
adding the Invitation to her Bed-Room, and 
his Explication of the myſterious PiQure, all 
which put together were more, he thought, 
than enough to give a duller Apprehenſion 
than his Encouragement. She firſt explained the 
true Meaningſof her whimſical Fancy, and then 
added, that ſince her Familiarity was the Oc- - 
Aa 2. caſion 
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caſion of ſuch Conſtructions, he ſhould: have 
leſs Recon . to miſtake. 


As my Paſſion is 888 Madam, faidi 
he, and owing to Charms too powerful for my 
Reaſon to combate, I could not help telling 
you the Situation of my Heart, and I muſt 
ſtill beg that you will pity my wretched Con- 
dition, and give me ſome Hopes. You are. 
unworthy, anſwered ſhe, of your Prince's 
Favour, or my Company : With what Coun- 
tenance can you look him in the Face that can. 
be ſo diſloyal to him or me, of whom you have 
entertained ſuch a baſe Opinion ? In Hopes of 
your Amendment, however, and to ſkreen. 
you from your Prince's Juſt Indignation, I 
will conceal your Baſeneſs: but I proteſt if 
ever you open your Mouth upon this Subject, 
your Maſter ſhall know into what treacherous 
Hands he hath repoſed ſo great a Truſt. Maxi- 
man made no Reply, but reſolved to ac- 
compliſh his Deſign by Force, if fair means 
would not do, having gained, by a large Bribe, 
one of the Princeſs's waiting Maids, named 
Bonella, to let him know when her Miſtreſs 
was alone in an upper Room which was called 


the Pomegranate and Fruit Chamber, where 
ſhe 


F 1 „ . bt ETD: OT . : ; 
apa n 8 nc TO en e LIES: > _ * , 
. 8 n * 2 — ws, 228 » 1. tee dnn 
— ein ITS a 3 n *** 1 
. SG - N * ks. dane” Id SEE SIRENS US, SS 
) GO 8 OE A g Koa Lhe xs — 8 
8 > © « e 0 . 3—— —__ 
4 n N . e 2 « he pms of 
i 1 A, 1 SP RR coy hs „ 


 Hmoria laughed in his Face, and defir'd him 
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ſhe often went to paſs fome Moments all alone, 
and having been informed by his Spy one 
Morning that ſhe was there by herſelf, 
Maximanus went directly, and appearing be- 

fore her with a Dagger in his Hand point- 
ed to his own Breaſt, thus addreſſed her : 
Madam, my Deſires are ſo violent, and my 
Paſſion riſen to ſuch a Height, that I muſt in- 
ſiſt on your making me happy, or that you will 
by a pleaſing Cruelty, plunge this Inſtrument. 
of Death into my Heart, to rid me of my tor- 


- turing Pain. Go, baſe Wretch, cryed ſhe, 


and quench that Fire from Hell, with Tears ft 
Repentance, for that is the only Relief thou 


art to expect: Upon which he advanced, and 


pointed the Dagger at her Breaſt, told her that 
if ſhe would not voluntarily comply with his 
Deſires, this ſhould make her; and that if ſhe 
made the leaſt Noiſe, he would plunge it into 
her Boſom, and enjoy her in her laſt Agonies. 


to look who ſtood behind him, and while he 


was turning about, whips by him, runs to the 
Door, and flying down the Stairs got into the 


long Gallery, where he certainly would have 
come up with her, had ſhe not dropped her 


Veil, dicectly towards his Feet, which ſo en- 


A a 3 tangled 
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tangled him, that down he fell; by ** 
happy Accident, ſhe got ſafe to as Apartment, 
but could not ſpeak to her Ladies who at- 
tended, ſhe was ſo out of Breath. 


One would ſcarce i imagine, that this Prin- 
ceſs could be ſo good, or rather ſo ſimple, as 
to admit a Man after ſuch an Action as this, 
into her Preſence, or that he ſhould have the 

Impudence to attempt it; but ſhe was ſcarce 
got into her Apartment, when he entered, and 
begged that he might be permitted to ſpeak 
but one Word to her in private at the Window, 
which ſhe, after ordering her Ladies not to 
"ſtir out of the Room, granted ; where he told 
her, with all the Aſſeverations which ſuch a 
Villain as he is is capable of, that he intended 
her no Harm, but only to make a Tryal of 
her Virtue, which an indiſcreet Zeal and At- 
tachment to his Maſter, had put him upon, and 
proteſting by all that was ſacred, that if ſhe. 
would be ſo good as to forgive, and forget this 
raſh inconſiderate Action, he never would open 
his Mouth upon the Subject, or ever harbour 
any ſuch Thoughts within his Breaſt ; adding, 
that as he muſt expect nothing but Death from 
the Prince, tho __ he had done was with a 
View 
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View to ſerve him, he hoped ſhe would be ſo 


generous and good, as not to mention any 
thing of his Folly and Madneſs. 


Trno” I give no Credit to your Protefta- 
tions, reply'd the Princeſs, with a ſevere 
Countenance, nor can any more Truſt to your 
Promiſes, if you appear no more in my Pre- 
ſence, *till your Maſter returns, I may, per- 
haps, take no Notice of your Offence. Maxi- 
manus retired, ſeemingly contented, but re- 
ally reſolved to be revenged, which he ſoon 
bal an Opportunity of executing, in the moſt 
barbarous and cruel Manner. | 


THr1s Princeſs was paſſionately fond of 
Flowers, and uſed to have the chief Gardener 
(whoſe Name was Hortenſ;us) often attending 
her in the Gardens, and inſtructing her in the 
Names and different Orders of Flowers. Maxi- 
manus being informed of this by his Spy Bo- 
nella, he had it whiſpered at Court, and about 
the City, by his Creatures, that the Princeſs 
had Intimacies with the Gardner, that looked 
very ſuſpicious, and as he had given the Public 
an Opportunity of talking, what he had induſ- 
triouſly cauſed to be ſpread of the Princeſs's 

Amours, 
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Amours, he reſolved to make this innocent 5 
Man the principal Actor in the tragical Plan he 
had laid down. 


SINCE the Prince's Departure, Amariſſa a 
Court- Lady, and a Favourite of Honeria's, had 
been Bed-fellow to the Princeſs, and Maxi- 
manus having been informed of this by Bonella, . 
and generally before going they drank each of 
them, a little Glaſs of a certain Liquor, ſome” 
thing like to Cinnamon-Water, ſhe had a Li- 
quid given her, with Orders the firſt Time 
they called for this Water, to put two Drops » 
of the Stuff given her into each of their Glaſſes, . 
which would in a few Minutes throw them in- 


to a deep Sleep, thatgrould continue for eight 
or nine Hours, and this done ſhe was to inform 


ANaximanus of it. 


15 Swag OOF 2\- th SGT m * : a „ 
5 rr F 7 the _— WY K N * 


Tux very next Night this treacherous Maid 
gave the Princeſs and Amariſſa their Doſe, and 
ran directly to acquaint the Projector, that the 
Operation was ſo ſudden, ſhe could ſcarce get 
them into Bed. He diſmiſs'd her, and ſent 
directly for Hortenſius, to come before him, 
with a Deſign to examine him upon ſome pre- 
tended Accuſations given in againſt him, = 

ter: 


Noailles and Tencin. 273 
after his Interrogatory he was allowed to retire 
with a ſeeming Satisfaction on Maximunuss 
Part, whoſe Secretary (having his Leſſon given 
him) followed the Gardner; and commending 
him for his honeſt Dealing, and expreſſing his 
Joy it gave him that he had come off ſo well, 
Invites him to drink a Glaſs of Wine in his 
Chamber. The Gardener readily accepted, and: 
the Secretary found means to put a couple of 
Drops of the ſame fleepy Liquid, which the 
Ladies had got, into his Glaſs, which ſoon had 
its uſual Effect. Hortenſius was ſecretly tranſ- 
ported into the Princeſs's Apartment, and, af- 
ter being ſtript of his Cloaths, laid betwixt the 
two Ladies with Heiner ids Arm about his 
Neck. | een 
Ma ximanvus, next Morning early, ſends 
Meſſengers to all the Members af -he Council, 
requiring their aſſembling forthwith upon Af- 
fairs of the laſt Conſequence 'to their Prince ; 
and when they were all met in the Council 
Chamber, he told them, that he had certain 
Intelligence of the Princeſs's having admitted 
FHortenſius the Gardener, into their Maſter's 
Bed, where that baſe Woman was this Mo- 
ment in the Arms of her unworthy Lover; and 
204975 that 
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that he required them, in the Prince's Name, 
to go and verify the Fat by their ewn Eyes. 
They were all greatly ſurpriz'd at this News, 
and moſt of them very much afflicted ; but there 
was no ſtanding out againſt ſuch a Summons ; 
ſo they all went in a Body, and demanded Ac- 
ceſs to the Princeſs's Apartment, where they 
actually ſaw the two Ladies and the Gardener 
faſt aſleep in the Poſture that Maxin anus had 
reported. As he knew that this ſomniterous- 
Drug, would keep them a flceep eight or nine 
Hours, he had ordered matters ſo, that about | 
the Time of the Members of the Cauncil's 
appearing they would awake. | 


 Homria and Amariſſa opened their Eyes 
much about a Time, ꝓet ncither perceived at 
firſt, that they had any body between them, 
Honoria taking Hurtemſius to be Amariſſa, and 
ſhe the ſame to be Honoria they degan to won- 
der, at the Light which was in the Room, and 
both of them complained of violent Hed-aches, 
and all this Time, they ſaw none of the Per: 
ſons who were in the Room, who had kept 
themſelves, at Maximanus 's Deſire, behind the 
Foot-Curtain of the Bed, till they ſhould hear 
what * ſaid. At laſt, Hortenſius awakes, 


and 
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and finding himſelf between two, aſks, Mere 
am 1? Upon which, the Ladies, ſhrieking, 
cryed, That have we here ? Then, and not till 
then, Maximanus drawing aſide the Curtains, 
_ preſented himfelf and the reſt of the Company, 
in full View, all exclaiming againſt Honoria, 
as an abandoned Whore, againſt Amas iſſa as a 
vile Bawd, and againſt Hortenſius, as a Villain, 
to be tortur'd with the worſt Puniſhment that 
could be deviſed. He leap'd out of Bed diſ- 
tracted and amazed: Maximanus pointed ta 
his Clothes, telling him, that he ought to re- 
member, where he had laid them, but added, 
that he was no doubt in ſuch a Hurry, to get 
into the Arms of his longing fair, that his 
Thoughts were wholly taken up with his ex- 
pected Happineſs. Hortehſius, tho' under the 
greateſt Conſternation, attempted to ſpeak, 
but Maximanus ſtopt his Mouth, ordering him 
to be carried away, and thrown into a Dun- 
geon, telling him he ſhould ſpeak upon a 
Rack to-morrow. 


Tu two Ladies when a. little recovered 
from their firſt Surpriſe, attempred likewiſe to 
ſpeak, but were abuſed and inſulted, particu- 
larly by Maximanus, who commanded them 
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to get out of Bed, in order to be committed 
cloſe Friſoners in the Tower, until the Prince's 
Pleaſure were known. 8 | 


Tux next Day the unhappy Gardener was 
put on the Rack juſt under the Window 
where the Ladies were Priſoners, that they 
might hear his roaring upon each Stretch they 
gave his Limbs; all which he bore with an 
. unparalled Conſtancy, aſſuring them that all 
the Torments they could deviſe ſhould not 
make him accuſe the innocent Princeſs, or ac- 


knowledge himſelf guilty. 


| Arrkn he — e thro' ſo many Tor- 

tures that his Arms and Legs were all disjoint- 
ed, and by the Report of Phyſicians who at- 
tended, Maximanus underſtanding that he 
would infallibly die under the next Torture, 
ordered that he ſhould be carried back to the 
Jail, and his Joints ſet again with proper Ap- 
plications not only to eaſe his Pains, but to 
prevent the bad Effects of the Fever which he 
now had; for he wiſely conſidered, that if 
Hortenſius ſhould die obſtinately denying the 
Ladies., and his own Guilt, People, who in- 
clined to Honoria's Side, would perhaps imagine 
that 
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chat there was ſome unknown Myſtery in this 
Affair. He therefore reſolved to keep him a- 
live, at leaſt, till he tried whether he was as 
much Proof againſt the Offer of Riches, as he 
ſeemed to be againſt torturing and racking, 


In three or four Days he went to Horten/ins, 
who was then in a tolerable Room; he intend- 
ed firſt to try him in the threatening Way, 
and if that would not do, to tempt him with 
the Bart of Riches and advantageous Offers. 
He was no ſooner in the Room where the poor 
Gardener lay. on his Bed, than he came clofe 
up to him with Fury and Rage in his Eyes, 
and a Dagger in his Right Hand. Villain, 
ſaid he, if thou wilt not confeſs thy Guilt, 
this Dagger ſhall pierce thy treacherous Heart. 
J have no Guilt to confeſs, anfwetc1 he, 

therefore ſtrike ; which will at once free me 
from all the Miſeries of Life. =—— Mzxima- 
nus pauſes a while; at laſt ſpeaks thus unto 
him. | 
2 

Cour, Hortenſius, you ſhall be ruled by 
me: I find that you have in you the Princi- 
ples of a true Friend ; ſerve my Intereſt in ac- 
cuſing the Ladies, and expect from my Gra- 

Vor. I. B b titude 
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titude every thing that your Heart can deſire. 
Away with that Thing called Honeſty, ſo 
like a Feather in a Fool's Cap : Let your Con- 
ſcience alone, and it will never trouble you; 
it is nothing but the Idea of a fantaſtick Brain, 
and Feat firſt begot the Awfulneſs of a Deity. 


Ir ſeems, reply'd Hortenſius, that I have 
read better Divinity upon the Leaves of 
Flowers and Herbs, than you in all your 
Books; your Conſcience, I dare ſay, often 
ſpeaks to you, but you will not hear it; and 
troubles you too even when by your Behaviour 
your Mind would ſeem to be in a calm and 
quiet Diſpoſition. —— But a Thought here 
ſtruck him, that by his Death, which he could 
not avoid by ſtanding out, the Ladies loſt the 
chieſeſt Witneſs of their Innocence, and that 
by preſerving his Life, by a ſeeming Compli- 
ance with what Maximanus propoſed, he could 
do them ſervice, not only by informing the 
Prince but the whole World of what had 
paſſed between them. After this ſhort Re- 
* . he altered his Stile and ſpoke thus: 
But ſuppoſe I ſhould hearken to what 
you 8 would not you yourſelf look 
upon me as the baſeſt Fellow in the World, 
5 We: 
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and treat me as ſuch, when J had ſerved your 
Turn? No, faid Maximanus, Vipers never 
ſting Vipers, tho' they gnaw their Way thro” 
the very Bowels of their Dams ; and it is only 
the Property of thoſe to love the Treaſon and 
hate the Traytor who are otherwiſe them- 
ſelves ; therefore Hortenſius be at once both 
wiſe and happy. What would you have me 
do? replied he. I would have you to ſay, 
faid Maximanus, that you was courted by. 
thoſe Ladies to Pleaſures, whoſe Temptations 
were above Reſiſtance. They will be blamed, . 
not you, and you'll erect a Happineſs upon 
their Ruins; that ſhall not lie within the 
Power of Fate to overturn. Then ſaid Her- 
tenſius, Sir, I am at your Service and Diſpo- 
ſal, direct me how I may be uſeful to you: 
Upon which the Monſter Maximanus em- 
braced him as the deareſt of his Friends, and 
had him directly "tranſported from the Jail in- 
to an Apartment of his own Houſe, giving 
out every where that he had made an ample. 
Confeſſion and accuſed the Ladies, which 
filled them with Horror and Amazement, and 
tempted them to think that Providence Teem- 
ed to take too little Care of human Affairs; but 
ſuch Fhoughts were ſoon laid aſide, and they 
B b 2 


Were 
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were both confident that their Reputations 
would be vindicated either before, or after, 
Death. 


WEN Maximanus had ſecured Hortenſius 
as he thought, and got all the Members of 
the Council to ſign a Paper, relating all the Cir- 
cumſtances of Henoria and Amariſſa's Intrigue 
with the Gardener, with a View to have it 
tranſmitted to the Prince, he conſidered with 
himſelf that dead Folks made no Diſcoveries, 
and therefore reſolved that every Perſon whom 
he employed in this Affair ſhould be cut off 
when they were no longer uſeful, and might 
prove dangerous, As Bonella had completed 
her Part ſhe was to be the firſt Victim. He 
called for his Secretary to whom, after giving 
him a very large Purſe of Gold, he thus ſpoke : 


My. Friend, ſaid he, I know your Zeal 
and Attachment to me is ſuch, that you'll do 
any thing in your Power to ſerve me, even 
without any Proſpe&t of Advantage to your- 
ſelf ; but the Affair I have now to | communi- 
cate to you, will not only be advantageous to 
your Intereſt, but likewiſe ſecure both me 
and you rom. the Poſſibility of a Diſcovery 

with 
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with regard to Hinoria's Affair: That Girl 
Bonella may ſome time or other betray the | 
Secret, which muſt be put out of her Power, 
and therefore ſhe muſt be deſtroyed, 'I have 
already, added he, given her about four thou- 
ſand Crowns in Gold, beſides ſeveral other va- 
luable Preſents, I know ſhe loves you, ſhe 
confeſſed it to me, and beoged that I would 
propoſe her to you as a fit Perſon to be your 
Wife. Now you muſt go and tell her that [ 
have ſpoke to you very much in her Favour, 
but that your own Heart was a ſufficient 
Prompter, and that you ſhould reckon your- 
ſelf the happieſt Man upon Earth to be for 
ever united to her. She will, I know, jump 
at the Propoſal 3 you-muſt then inſinuate the 
Apprehenſions you are under for her Life as 
well as your own, it being the common Prac- 
tice among our Courtiers and great Men to de- 
ſtroy the Inſtruments of their Villanies, after 
the Work is done, to prevent Diſcoveries; 
for which Reaſon you muſt offer, if ſhe thinks 
proper, to make your Eſcape with her for the 
dafety of you both, and to celebrate your Mar- 
riage when you are in a Place of Safety. Her 
Love to you and Dread of what may happen 
to herſelf will, I ſuppoſe, prevail with. her to 
THT LS 1 | agree 


| n. make Diſcoveries that might 
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agree to your Propoſal, and in that Caſe you 
can make away with her in the fiſt conveni- 
ent Place you come to, by which Means. you 
ſecure what Money and Jewels ſhe bas, and 
may depend upon my Favour and Protection 
as long as I live. Go, my Friend, and exe- 
cute my. Command: „upon which depends your 
Fortune. 


THe Secretary, by Inclination. as much a 


Villain as his Mafter, punQually obey'd his 
Orders. Bonella agreed to every thing with- 


out much Intreaty, and the very next Morn- 
ing they were to ſet out, which they accord- 
ingly did after tranſporting her Clothes in two 
Trunks to a Place where the Secretary had de- 
fired ſhe would ſend them, but for Fear of Ac- 
eidents adviſed her to take her Money and 
Jewels along with her. 


ade i ben dn des be 


was apprehenſive of being purſued by Mamma- 


ms Orders, when he was apprized of their 
Flight, which he, the moſt ſuſpicious Man 
in the World, would attribute to Remorſe of 
Conſcience, and imagine that we would, in 


bring 
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bring his helliſh Deeds to light ; it is therefore 
not to be doubted, added he, but that he will 
do all that lies in his Power to make ſure of us; 
for which Reaſon we muſt not follow any of 
the common Roads, at leaſt, till we are got 
forty or fifty Miles from the City. I am ac- 
quainted with the Country, and will conduct 
you, by bye Roads to an Aunt's Houſe of mine 
about thirty Miles from Carthege, where we 
may remain ſome Weeks till the Heat of the 
Search is over, and then we can with Safety 
proceed to any remote Place of the Kingdom 
we think moſt proper. Benella conſented to 
every thing, little ſuſpecting that ſhe was ſoon 
to take a Journey into the other World. They 
croſſed ſome Meadows, and entered, by a Foot- 
path, into a Wood, in which they were ſcarce 
got a hundred Paces, when the Villain pulled 
out a Dagger, and told her that he muſt here 
finiſh her Life, by Orders of his Maſter, who 
could not think himſelf ſafe while ſhe was living. 
I confeſs, faid ſhe weeping, that I meet with 
the juſt Puniſhment of my Crimes, but can 
you imagine, that the Tyrant will ſuffer any 
Man or Woman to live, who have the leaft 
Knowledge of his Villanies, or can betray him? 
No, no, he will not be wicked by Halves, and 
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I foreſee that when you return from executing 
his cruel Orders on me, the next Victim will 


be yourſelf, If your Profe ſlions of Love are 


lincere, had you not better go along with me, 
and by that Means not only be exempted from 
the horrid Crime of Murder, but alſo ſecure 
your own Liſe? But, continued ſne, how 
ean I be ſo fooliſh as to talk of a Man's having 
any Regard for a Woman, into whoſe Breaſt 
he is ready to plunge a Dagger, and who, no 
doubt, profeſſed Love, and propoſed our 
Fligkt by Order of the bloody Maximanus, 
who by the Temptation of many fair Promi- 
ſes, and perhaps a Purſe of Gold, together 
with what I have about me, has prevailed with' 
you to be my Executioner ; but if. Intereſt be 
the only Motive that makes you commit or. 
abſtain from doing ſuch abominable Actions, I. 
have a hidden Treaſure four Times the Value 
of what I now poſſeſs, and I am willing to in- 
form you of the Place where it is hid, upon 
Condition that you will ſpare my Liſe. The 
hidden Treaſure prevailed with this Aſſaſſin at 
leaſt to delay her Death, till he was in Poſ- 


ſeſſion of it; and conſidering with himſelf, 
bow he might ſecure her till he returned, he 


eee Trunk of an old hollow. 
Tree, 
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Tree, which he thought would be à Priſon, 
from which ſhe cond not make her Eſcape 
without Aſſiſtance. 


I have Gen deve of your Propoſal, ſaid he, 
and if you'll diſcover the Place, where your 
Treaſure is hid, and allow yourſelf to be let 
down into the Hollow of this Tree, till I go 
and find it, I will directly mene and not 


you your Life and Liberty. Bonella, aer 
requiring many Oaths and Execrations that, 
upon finding the Treafure, he would come 
back and perform what he had ſwore, told 
him the Place where it was buried under 
Ground, and then by his Help got up the Tree, 
and was let down ſoftly by him to the Bottom. 
He loſt no Time in going to the Place where 
the Treaſure was hid, which he eaſily found, 
and that Bonella had likewiſe told him the 
Truth with Regard to the Value; upon which, 
wicked as he was, he reſolved to return, and 
not only take her out of her Priſon,” but make 
his Eſcape alſo, becauſe he was not ſure, but 
Maximanus might employ ſome Means or 
other to make away with him too. He there · 
fore reſolved: to return, and tell him that ; 
ba 


— 
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had obeyed. his Commands, but to ſtay no 
longer i in the Houſe, than he had: taken g 
Gold he had in ho Chamber. | 


I this Alto, he goes ſtreight to his 
Maſter's Houſe where he ſhews him the Dagger, 
with which he ſwore he had pierced Benella's 
Heart ſo often that he was ſure ſhe would 
tell no Tales. Very well, rep} yed Maximanus, 
follow me into my Cloſet, where you ſhall 
have the Reward of your Fidelity. In one of 
the Corners there was a Cupboard, which he 
ordered him to go and open, and he would 
find what would make him eaſy, while he 
lived: He ſtept towards it, but all of a ſudden 
the Floor opened, and down drops he two Sto- 
ry high upon ſharp Stakes, ſtuck in the Bottom, 
which ran through his Body in twenty different 
Parts all at once, and ſoon ended his miſerable 
aa V5 552! ann 


Maximanus not only ſecured himſelf by 
tie Deaths of Bonella and his Secretary againſt 
Diſcoveries on their Parts, but gave out, that 
ſince they had fled, they were no doubt privy 
to Hmoria's Adultery, and afraid of being pu- 
niſhed, which had made them take to "their 
. | Heels. 
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Heels. Hortenſius was the next Victim to be 
ſacrificed, but he was to be ſpared till the "Trl 
was over, when there would be no farther Oc- 
caſion for his Service; ard the Moment Sen- 


tence was pronounced 'againit the Ladies, he 
was to be diſpatched. 


Krün Hortenſius had ſigned his Confeſſion 
in the Council-Chamber, and that Ha imanus and 
the reſt of the Members there preſent had atteſted 
not only his Confeſſion, but put their Names 
and Seals to a Sort of Indictment againſt Hons- 
ria and ow, 64 wherein every Circumſtance 
of their pretended Crime was narrated as Fact, 
to which every one whoſe Name was figned in 
that' Paper had been an Eye- Witneſs ; all which 
Maximanus diſpatched by an Expreſs to the 
Prince, deſiring his Commands in what man- 
ner he was further to proceed againſt the De- 
linquents, whom, in his Letter as well as in 
the Indictment, he took care to repreſent" as 
Proſtitutes, who were a Scandal to the Sex. 
He knew the Prince's Delicacy upon this Point, 
and did not doubt but that his Jealouſy would 
raiſe his Rage to ſuch a Pitch, that he ſhould 
have Orders to put them to Death privately, 
which was what he wanted. 


Manv 
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Many about Court and in the City be- 
gan to ſuſpect Maximanus, particularly Corde- 
ras, Who publickly took upon him to juſtify 
the Ladies againſt. the Accuſations, in which 
he did not doubt but there was fome diaboli- 
cal Myſtery, which Providence would bring 
to Light. He had got ſome Hints of his Paſſion 
for the Princeſs, and his loading /zorten/izes with 
Favours and Riches (a Villain he thought, who 
after his Confeſſion ought to have been thrown 
into a Dungeon, till he met with the juſt Pu- 
niſhment of his Crime) ſecined very ſtrange to 
him, and therefore he reſolve, as he did not 
in the leaſt dread Maximanus's Power, and 
was beloved by all honeſt Men, to form a 
Party ſtrong enough to protect the Ladies, 
till ſuch Time as this dark Affair was fully 
cleared up, and their Guilt, or Innocence, 
made evident, When Hartenfjus found that 
Corderius openly favoured the Princeſs, be 
threw himſelf in his Way, and as he was paſſ- 
ing by him, I you Twill follow me, Sir, ſaid he, 
but at ſuch a Diftance, that no body may ſuſpett 
you are going after me, I will ted you range 
Things, and you will find that I am not ſuch a 
Villain as you imagine; and without ſtopping 

for 


Naailles and Tencin. 289 
his Anwer | W frreight towards the Fields. 
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| Cod Was ſome Time in a Doubt, 
whether he ſhould follow him or not, not 
knowing but there might be ſome Plot apainſt 
his Life ; but as he was a Man of great Cou- 
rage, and extremely defirous to make Diſco- 
veries in an Affair, about which he had al- 
ready gleat Suſpicions, he at laſt reſolved, 
happen what would, to follow Hortenſius, who 
went directly towards the Wood on the other 
Side of the Meadous, where he ſtopped till 
Corderius came up to him, and when they 
were got within: a few Paces of each other, 
'You ought 1 not to be ſurpriſed, ſaid Corderius 
to him, that, conſidering your late Behaviour, 
I ſhould be under ſome Apprehenſion of 
meeting you in uch a Place ay this, and that 
1do. not chuſe to go 30 into this Wood 'with a 
Man who i is a F ehe of Maxima» ut, and 
therefore if you have any ching to communi- 
cate to me, 1 deſire you would do it now wich- 
out Delay. Your Suſpicion, anſwered Hor- 
tenſins is NG 715 according to Appearances 
yd and O honeſt Man muſt have but a 
bad cps * me, as you are ignorant 6f 
the Motives of my Behaviour, which when 
vou know, T "hope you will alter your Opi- 


Vor. = Tx | nion; 
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nion ; he then recounted. every 5 that 
had paſſed between Maximanus and him, and 
that he thought it was rendering the Princeſs 
Honoria better Service to diſſemble with Maxi- 
manus, and to get into his Confidence, that 
he might, when a favourable Opportunity of- 
fered, confound him with his Evidence, than 
by his Death, to put it out of his Power to do 
her Juſtice. Corderius had now no more Diſ- 
- truſt, but went with him into the Wood, 
where they reſolved that Hortenſius ſhould ſet 
out immediately with a Letter from Corderius 
to the Prince. I will return to Town, ſaid 
Corderius, and ſend you one of my beſt Horſes, 
and what Gold you may have Occaſion 
for ; in the mean Time remain you here, and 
in about an Hour hence, you may expect to 
have every thing you have Occaſion for. 
Hortenſius agreed, and fo they parted. Corde- 
rius went home, wrote a Letter to the Prince, 
and ſent it with a Horſe and a Purſe of Gold to 
Hortenſius, who made the beſt of his way. | 


Maximanus not ſeeing Hartenfiu us at his Le- 
yee, as uſual, ſent to his Houſe, where his | 
| Servants reported, that he had not lain at 
Home laſt Night, and that they were afraid 
ſome Accident had happened to him. This 

8 7 40 
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made him uneaſy, but when that the next Day 
and next Night paſſed, he then concluded that 
he was eicher killed, or had made his Eſcape; 
the former would have given him no Trouble, 
but the latter he dreaded ſo much, that he re- 
ſolved not to wait the Prince's Orders about 
the Priſoners, reflecting within himſelf, that if 
he ordered them to be regularly tried, Corde- 
rius and a great many other Noblemen would 
appear in their Intereſt, and by their Oppoſi- 
tion protract the Tryal: And on the other 
Hand, if Faortenſius was gone to the Prince, a 
thing not at all impoſſible, he perhaps might 
order the Tryal to be put off until he returned 
| himſelf ; theſe Things duly conſidered made 
him refolve on altering his Scheme, and in 
ſtead of bringing the Ladies to a formal Try- 
al, he intended to have them taken out of the 
Tower in the dead of Night, and carried to the 
Wood, where they were to be murdered by 
two Ruffians hired for that Purpoſe. 


As the Officer who commanded the Guard 
of the Tower was his Creature, and intirely 
devoted to his Service, he ſent a Servant to let 
him know that he deſired to ſpeak with him 
immediately. The Order was no ſooner 

Ce 2 | given 
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given than obeyed, and the, Officer introduced | 


into the Cloſet where Maximanus waited for 


him, and where he ſpoke to him in the follow 


ing Manner. 


by this baſe Woman his Wife, whoſe Guilt is 
as clearly evident as the Sun ſhines; and yet 


ſhe and Amariſſa have had the Art not only to 


gain Corderius, but a great many more No- 
blemen, and even ſome of the Council, who 


were Eye Witneſſes of her Proſtitution, and 
ſigned their Names to the Accuſation; ſo that 
were their Tryal to be carried on in the regular 


Way, they have a Chance of being acquitted: 


this I foreſaw, when I ſent her Indictment to 
the Prince, at the fame Time intimating the 
Apprehenſions I was under from the Strength 
of her Party, and, giving it as my Advice, 


fince there was no room to doubt of the Facts, 
that a private Execution would prevent many 
Difturbances, and perhaps a great deal of Blood- 


ſhed, if not a civil War; and tho' I have not 


as yet received the Prince's Orders, yet as I 


know into what a Rage this abominable Wo- 


man's Lewdneſs will throw him, I am fo fully 
perſuaded 


My dear Homo, ſaid he, you know as wel 
as all Carthage how our Prince is diſhonoured 
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perſuaded, he will agree to my Propoſal, that | 


Iwill venture, at my own Peril, to execute 


it. As I know your Zeal, added he, to your 
Prince, and your Attachment to me, I have 
without any Ceremony communicated my De- 
ſign to you, not doubting, but you will per- 


form, in this Caſe, what will contribute to the 


Satisfaction of our Maſter, and prevent many 
diſmal Conſequences, that I foreſee, in caſe 
this Affair is not terminated in the manner 1 
propoſe. All that is required of you is, to de- 
liver the Priſoners to the Perſon who is the 
Bearer of this Order, which you are to keep, 


and which will always excuſe you ſhould the 


Prince happen to diſapprove of what I have 
done. Ham anſwered that, as he owed tlie 
Poſt he was in to his Generofity, Gratitude 
called upon him to give a blind Obedience to 


his Orders, without his giving himſelf the 


Trouble of explaining the Reaſonableneſs or 
Neceſſity of them, and aſſured him that every 
Thing- ſhould be done according to his De- 
fire ; upon which Maxinanus pulled off a Dia- 


 mond-ring he had on his Finger, and gave it 


him as a Prelude to more valuable Preſents, and 


Preferment which he might expect. 


cez3 His 
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His next Care was to ſecure two of the 
moſt famous Aſſaſſins that could be found in 
Carthage; of which there was no Penury, and 
who made it their conſtant Trade; he ſent for 
the chief of thoſe Wretches, and told him that 
he had a Job for him, which would be very 
advantageous, and attended with no Danger, 

fince it was only two Women, that were to [ 

be murdered. Here, ſaid he, is fifty Ducats, J . 
giving him a Purſe, which is only by way of 
Earneſt, and when the Affair is executed, you 
{;a!] have double this Sum; but you mult get 
a Comrade to join with you, that each may 
have one to diſpatch. Here is an Onder, 
which you are to give to the Captain of the 
Guard, about 12 Oo Clock this Night, who 
will deliver the Women, whom you are to 
conduct to the Wood, and there diſpatch, ta” 
king Care to bury them ſo as that their Bodies 
may not be found, and when all is finiſhed, 

come to me, and you ſhall have what I have 
promiſed you. The Murderer took the Money 
and the Order, and aſſured him, that every 
thing ſhould be performed according to his 
Directions; and when he was going out of 
the Cloſet, Friend, ſaid Maximanus, tell the 
Captain 
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Captain of the Guard, that the Moment you 


are gone with your Priſoners,” he is to come 


and acquaint me; ſo ſpeed you well, and be 
ſure to come ſtreight here with your Friend a+ 
long with you, when you have completed the 
Work, that you may receive your Reward 3 
for I am reſolved. not to go to bed till after 
you Ser _ be as eee AS W 


n one o Clock the Captain of the 


Guard came to give Maximanus an Account, 


that the Women he believed were by this time 
in another World; for, added he, they are in 
the Hands of two Fellows, who will do their 


Buſineſs without Ceremony; and it gave me 


Joy to ſee that the Whores had fallen into fo 
good Hands. Have you the Order I ſent you, 
ſaid Maximanus? Yes, anſwered he; here it 
is: Very well; keep it for your own Security. 
Open that Cupboard, faid he, in which you 
will find a ſmall Preſent, as a Reward for this 
Night's Service. The unfortunate Wretch, 
eager to ſee what he was to have, ſtept haſtily 
towards the Cupboard; but of a ſudden the 

Floor opened, and he was plunged into the 
ſame Gulf, where the Secretary had ended his 


Life; and met with the Puniſhment” of his 


Crime 
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Crime, from the Monſter upon whoſe Account 
he committed 'them. He now waited for the 


Return of the Murderers, whom he intended 


to reward in the ſame Manner ; but that Part 
of his Project did not anſwer to his ExpeRa- 
tion ; and here it ſeems Heaven thought fit to 
ſtop him 1 in his Career of Murder. 


Hz waited till Day-light for their Return, 
but to no purpoſe; which made him extremely 
uneaſy, not knowing what to think of the 
Matter. However, he reſolved next Day to 
give out that Corderius and his Party had bribed 
the Captain of the Guards to deliver up the 
Priſoners, with whom he had made his Eſcape. 
By eight o'Clock this News was over all the 
Town, upon which Carderius and his Friends 
came in a Body well armed to Maximanus's 
Houſe, and told him boldly they ſuſpected he 
had not only murdered the Priſoners, but ſent 
the Captain of the Guard out of the way, that 
he might not be a Witneſs againſt him. Maxi- 
manus heard them with great Patience, and 
juſt as he was opening his Mouth to ſpeak a 
Noiſe was heard upon the Stairs; upon which 
Corderius and all his Friends drew their Swords, 
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expecting to be attacked, and were reſolved, | 
let 
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let their Fate be what it would, to make ſure 
of Maximanus. In the mean time one of his 
Servants came running in, who told his Maſter 
that the Noiſe was occaſioned by a Woman, 
who pretended ſhe had loſt her Huſband, and 
would force her Way into his Preſence. Drag 
her away, cried Maximanus. No, no, ſaid 
Corderius; it is your Buſineſs, as well as mine 
and others here, to redreſs Grievances ; let us 
hear what this Woman has to ſay: Go, ſaid 
he to ſome of his Friends, and conduct her into 
this Room, which they immediately did. What 
do you want, good Woman, with Maximanus, 
ſaid Corderius upon her entering? I want, ſaid 
ſhe, to know what he has done with my Huſ- 
band and my Brother, who left me laſt Night 
about twelve o'Clock upon an Aﬀair of Con- 
ſequence, in which they were employed, as- 
they told me, by his Excellency, and promiſed 
to be back in two Hours, but neither of them 
has as yet appeared, nor can [ learn what is 
become of them? She had ſcarce ſaid theſe 
Words, when a Gentleman of Corderius's 
Party came and told him, that ſome Country- 
People brought two dead Bodies from the 
Woods ; one of them a Man with ſuch Clothes, 


deſcribing them; and the other a Woman, 
who 
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who ſeemed to have been dead ſome time, 
The Woman, who had come to enquire about 
her Huſband, upon hearing the Deſcription of 
the Man's Dreſs, gave a loud Shriek, and 
cried, It is my Huſband, and then ran out of 
the Room as if ſhe had been mad, crying, as 
The went down the Stairs and in the Street, 
Where is the Corpſe of this dead Man? 


I underſtand, ſaid Corderius to Maximanus, 
that you have told ſeveral People this Morning 
T- was the Perſon who had reſcued the Priſo- 
ners; Is it ſo or not? I do ſuſpect you, faid 
Maximanas : and I you of having hired Ruf- 
fans to murder them, anſwered Cordertus ; 
and of having either killed or ſent the Captain 
of the Guard out of the way, whom every 
17 body knows to be entirely at your Devotion: 
wy Blut this is not a proper Place to diſcuſs ſuch 
14 Matters; therefore let a Council be called im- 
14 mediately, where we may explain ourſelves 
ii fully. By what Authority do you pretend to 
* preſcribe to me, ſaid Maximanus? Have I not 
4 in our Prince's Abſence the chief Power veſted 
4 in me? I will call no Council till I think pro- 
| per, and that my Maſter's immediate Service ; 
requires it. If that be the Rule you go by, | 

| 


an- 
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anſwered Corderius, it never required it more 
than now ; becauſe either you- or I muſt be 
'Traytors to him; and as you have already ac- 
cuſed me as ſuch by his Reports, I inſiſt upon 
your confirming in Council what you have ſaid, 
or acknowledging yourſelf guilty of a Fault; 
and I cannot but think that if you are inno- 
cent, you ought to be more deſirous of the 
Council's meeting than I, that you may call 
upon me to make good what I have juſt now 
laid to your Charge. That's right, ſaid Maxi- 
manus, I had almoſt forgot that you had 
charged me with hiring Murderers, we muſt 
have a Council, and fee how you'll make 
good that Charge. With that he gave Or. 
ders to a Secretary to go the ſeveral Members 
of the Council, and tell them rhat ſpecial Afﬀ- 
fairs required their meeting directly in the 


CouncikChamiber: 


As Alanin was Preſident of the Coun- 
cil, it was moved by Corderius, that as the 
Deſign of this Meeting was to enquire into the 
mutual Charges, which the Preſident and he 


were to bring againſt one another, it was ex- 
pedient another of the Members ſhould preſide 


upon this Occaſion, which Maximanus agreed 
| to 
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to, and Berontus..was choſen without Oppoſi- 
tion; who, addreſſing himſelf to Maximanus, 
deſired he would inform the Council of what 
he had to ſay againſt Corderius. 


HE made a long and eloquent Speech, which 
he began with the Services he had rendered the 
State during his. Miniſtry, and the Truſt re- 
poſed in him by his Maſter, from a thorough 


Knowledge of his Attachment and Zeal to his 
Perſon and Intereſt. He next went upon the 


Story of the Princeſs Honoria, of which he 
narrated all the Circumſtances with all the Ve- 


hemence and bitter Expreſſions of -one highly 


provoked at her having eſcaped the juſt Puniſh- 


ment of her Crimes; concluding, that it 
was more than probable Corderius and his 
Party (who had publickly eſpouſed her Quar- 


rel upon all Occaſions) were privy if not 
the Contrivers, to her and Amariſſa's Flight, 


which he did not doubt but he ſhould be able 


to make appear in due time. In the Interim, 


added he, I ſubmit it to the Judgment of this 
auguſt Aſſembly, whether it may not be for 


the Service of our Royal Maſter, that Corde- 


rius be put under Confinement till this dark 


Affair be Cleared up either to his Conviction 


or 
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or Juſtification; which is all I have to ſay, 
but that I expect Corderius will make good his 
Aſſertion, of my having hired Ruſſfians to mur- 


der Priſoners. 


I cannot as yet, anſwered Corde rius, addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to the Pre ſident, bring abſolute 
Proof of Maximanus's being actually concerned 
in the Murder of the Priſoners, but if he has 


been the whole and ſole Contriver of their pre- 


tended Crime, a thing which I undertake to 
prove, it can be no Breach of Chatity to con- 
clude, that none but the Author of ſuch a hel- 
liſh Contrivance, is guilty of the ir Murder, 
and of having taken them out of the Tower, 
where a Man, whom all here know to be hiz 


Creature, commanded. But as I have taken 


upon me to prove, that the Princeſs is baſely 
injured, I muſt beg Leave to repeat what 
Hortenfius (who is, I hope, by this time with 
the Prince) declared upon that Head ; from 


which this honourabie Aſſembly will, I doubt 


not, plainly ſee, that the laſt Crime is a neceſ- 
ſary Conſequence of the former: here he re- 
peated every Word of his Conference with 
FHortenſius, and concluded that, in his humble 


Opinion, both Maximanus and himſelf ought 


directly to be ſent to the Tower, and ſtrictly 
D d guard 
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guarded till the Prince's Pleaſure be known : 
If he is innocent, his Confinement will ag- 


gravate my Crime in accuſing him unjuſtly ; 
and if otherwiſe, no Puniſhment can be too 


rigorous for ſuch an Offender. I am ſo con- 
fident that ſuch a Scene of Horror will ſoon 
be brought to light, as no Hiſtory can paral- 
lel; and I wiſh I had not too much Reaſon to 
ſuſpect, that what he has done, is but a Prelude 
to {till greater Evils ; and therefore I take upon 
me to affirm, that not only the clearing up of this 


dark and diſmal Scene of Blood and Death calls 


upon this auguſt Aſſembly to ſecure his Perſon, 
but likewiſe the Preſervation of the Stite, no 
longer ſafe under his Adminiſtration ; for 
which Reaſon I do here impeach him, not 
only as the Author and Contriver of the inno- 
cent Honoria's Misfortunes, but as a Traytor 
to his Prince and Country, and ain willing to 
loſe my Head, if I don't make my Allega- 
tions. good and evident to the whole World ; 
and in ſaying ſo he delivered his Sword to 
the Clerk of the Council, declaring himſelf a 
State-Priſoner, defiring Maximanus to imitate 
his Example. 


THno* I am as ready to agree to my Con- 


finement, anſwered Maximanus, as this Mad- 
8 3 
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as 


man; yet as I have the Honour of being en- 


truſted with the Reins of Government in our 
Maſter's Abſence, I cannot, at preſent, with- 


out betraying his and the Kingdom's Intereſt, 


come into this Propoſal : Beſides, added he, 
as the Prince will, no doubt, be ſpeedily here 
himſelf, it will be time enough then to con- 
ſtitute ourſelves Priſoners. 


No, no! cried Corderius ; I know the Steps 
you have already taken towards a Revolt ; and 


if you are allowed to go home, .after what has 


paſſed here, if in three Days we do not ſee 
Streams of Blood running in our Streets, and 
a general Maſſacre of all thoſe who are not 
of your Party, in that caſe I will give every 
Mortal liberty to treat me as an Incendiary 
and a Madman; but I hope the Wiſdom of 
this Aſſembly will prevent ſuch fatal. Events, 
by ſending us both directly to the Tower; and 
if they ſhould not, Iſhall at leaſt have this 


Comfort, that J have done my Duty. 


THe Council then ordered they ſhould both 
retire to another Room while they were deli- 
berating, which they did; and Maximanus 
calling for Paper, Pen, and Ink,. with an In- 

Dd 2 tention. 
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tention to write a Line to be ſent by his Ser- 
vant, was told by Corderius, that if he wrote 


any Letter, it ſhould not be ſent till the 
Council faw it, upon which he dropt his De- 


ſign. 


” 


THERE were long and ſtrong Debates in 
Council; and when it was put to the Vote, 
Confinement or not, it carried in the Af- 
firmative ; upon which a Meſſenger was ſent 
directly, before the Priſoners were called to 
the Council- Chamber, for a ſtrong Party of 
the Guards to conduct them to the Tower; 
and Berontws, a Man of Integrity, was ap- 
114 pointed by the Council to take the Adminiſtra- 

1 tion upon him, till the Prince's Arrival, to 
whom he was immediately to diſpatch an Ex- 
preſs with a full Account of what had been 
done. 
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ml  Maximanus, upon hearing what the Council 
#8 had determined, was mad with Rage and Deſ- 
| _ pair, and Cerderius rejoyced that Heaven had Þ | 
I inſpired them with the only means of preſerving @ | 
1 the State, as well as diſcovering the horrid 
9 Dteeds of this abominable Man. He thanked 
li i the Members for their juſt Sentence, adding 
11-8 that 
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that as he deſired no Communication, by Letters 
or perſonally, with any of his Friends, he 
hoped Maximanus would be under the ſame 
Reſtriction, and ſuch ſtrong Guards. put upon 
them both that all Attem pts of Eſcape might 
be prevented. They were im mediately deli- 
vered in Charge to the high Conſtable of the 
Tower eſcorted by a ſtrong Guard. As they 
were going to the P lace of their Confinement, 


the Woman, whoſe Huſband had been brought 


from the Wood where he had been found dead, 
came crying that Maximanus had ſent her Huſ- 
band and Brother to be murdered, and that 
ſhe hoped he would be tried for that as 


well as other things. 


As a great many People belonging to the 
Court, Men and Women, went to ſee the 
dead Woman, imagining that it might be He- 
noria or Amariſſa, among the reſt one of Em 
ria's Waiting-Maids, who no ſooner ſaw the: 
Corps than, by. the Clothes more than the 
Face, ſhe cried out that it was Bonella, whom 
the People, who brought the Corpſe from the | 
Wood, had found, by the means of a Dog, 
in the Trunk of an old Tree; this was a new 
Subject. of Converſation and Wonder to the 

Dd 3 whole 
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whole Town, and rather augmented than 
cleared up the late myſtericus T ranſaQione, 
of which every body judged as they were 
affected. | 


Bur this hidden Scene of Villany was ſoon 
to be brought to Light, and the Traytor Maxi- 
manus convicted, not only by the Evidences of 
others, but by his own Confeſſion ; without 
which the tragical Ends of Benella, his own 
Secretary, and the Captain of the Guard might 
have for ever remained a Secret; as for the 
Manner of the R<flian's Death who had un- 
dertaxen to murder Honoria (about which 
Maximanus was as ignorant as other People) 
it was diſcovered by Honoria, Amariſſa and the 
Perſon who had killed him. 


In a few Days after the Confinement of 
Maximanus and Corderius, the Prince arrived 
at Carthage with Hortenſius, and as he had al- 
ways placed great Confidence in his Favourite, 
he was loath to believe him capable of ſuch 
Things as the Gardener laid to his Charge, and 
greatly ſurpriſed when he was informed of the 
Council's Proceeding, which he, however, 
approved of, conſidering how confidently 
Cer- 
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Corderius, whom he knew to be a Man of 
great Honour and Virtue, had accuſed Maxi- 
manus of treaſonable Practices, as well as be- 
ing guilty of contriving Honoria's Misfortune, 
which, as he paſſionately loved her, ſunk 
deeper in his Heart than the Loſs of his 
Crown. 


Trax Prince could not come to any Reſolu- 
tion upon this ſtrange Affair; on the one hand, 
it was very evident that the Gardener had been 
found naked in Honoria's Bed, which he did 
not deny, but aſſerted that he never had ſuch: 
a Deſign, nor could tell which Way or how 
he came there; on the other Hand, Maxi- 
manus's threatening to kill him, if he did not 
accuſe the Ladies, and loading him with Fa- 
vours upon his complying with his Propoſals, 
ſeemed to render his Conduct very myſterious 
and ſuſpicious ; and this joined to the heavy 
Accuſations which Corderius, with ſo much 
Confidence, brought againſt him, augmented . 
the Prince's Perplexity, and made him reſolve 


to leave Things as they were, at leaſt for 


ſome Time, hoping that Providence would, 
ſome how or r other, bring about a Diſcovery 1 


in 
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in the mean Time he thought proper to com- 
mit Hortenſius to the Tower. | 


THiNGs remained in this doubtful Situation 
about two Months, and when the Prince had 
almoſt loſt Hopes of ever coming to the Know- 
ledge of Honoria and Amariſſa's Fates, a Ship 
arrived from Majorca diſpatched by Caſtriot 
Amariſſa's Uncle, and Governor of the Ifland, 
with a Letter to the Prince, which was di- 
rected to his Royal Highneſs the Prince of 
Carthage, and if I rightly remember contained. 


the following Words. 


Sir, 
Onoria an. Amariſſa are both living and 

well, notwithſtanding the Attempts of that 
bloody Monſter Maximanus, who to be revenged 
of Honoria for rejecting his amorous Addreſſes, 
fir/t contrived to ruin her and Amariſſa's Repu- 
zations, and at laſt reſolved to have them mur- 


 dered: They were preſerved by Navigius whom [ 


have ſent in this Ship to be an Evidence againſt + 
that bloody Wretch Maximanus. He will in- 


form: your Royal Highneſs how his Brother-in- 
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Law and he were employed by your Miniſter to 
till them, and by what means they were pre- 
| ſerved. It is, I believe, needleſs to expect a 
Confeſſion from a Man who is capable of fuch 
Crimes without Racks and Tor tures, and I don't 
know but, rather than acknowledge the unheard 
of Cruelties of which I believe him guilty, he wall 
ſuffer all the Torments that can be contrived ; 
however, I think there are Preſumptions flrong e- 
nough to authoriſe his being put to the ſevereſt of 
Tryals, which is all I ſhall add, but that I am 
with profound Reſpect, 


Sir, 
Your Royal Highneſs"; 


Moſt devoted humble Servant, 


CAsTRIOT, 


Governor of Majorca. 


The Prince upon receiving this -Letter im- 
mediately called a Council, and ordered 
Maximanus to be brought from the Tower, 
that he might be preſent when Navigius was 
interrogated ; this Taſk the Prince took upon 

him- 
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himſelf, and, after adminiftring a very ſolemn 
-Oath to Navigius, ordered him to declare all 
that he knew about Honeria and Amariſſa - 
 Navigius began thus: I am a Sea-man by 

Profeſſion and Maſter of a ſmall Veſſel: I 
happened to be here about ten Weeks ago, 
and having a Siſter married to a Carthagman, 
J lay at his Houſe: My Brother-in-Law, 
Theron by Name, took me aſide one Evening, 
and told me that if I would affift him in a Job 
which Maximanus had employed him in, I 
would rather, ſaid he, you ſhould have the 


Advantage of it than another, I aſked him 
what it was? Only, anſwered he, to cut two 


Womens Throats who deſerve to be publickly 
executed, but whom, for Reaſons of State, 
he reſolves to have privately put to death. 
Tho! | was not very fond of ſuch Employments, 
yet the Temptation of Twenty Ducats, which 
he promiſed me, prevailed ; accordingly I 
agreed to be hi. Aſſiſtant. About twelve 
o'clock that Night we went to the Tower, 
where the Captain of the Guard delivered two 


Women to us, whom we conducted to the 


Wood with an Intention to put them to death ; 
but they both appeared fo beautiful, and ſpoke 
fo well, that my Heart relented, and I endea- 


voured 
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voured to prevail on my Brother to allow me 
to carry them off in my Ship, aſſuring him that 
I could ſell them for more Money than he was 
to get for murdering them; but nothing would 
ſatisfy him but their Death, upon which he 
drew his Sword with a Deſign to go about it. 
I begged of him to deſiſt, and at laſt, drawing 
my Sword, told him plainly that I would not 


allow him to kill them. As he was a daring 


reſolute Man, he ſwore that if I pretended to 
defend them, he would firſt kill me and then 
them; upon this we fell a fighting, and I 
believe I ſhould have been worſted, had not 
one of the Ladies taken off her Scarf, and, 
after rolling it up, thrown it into Thoron's 
Face, by which means a Thruſt I made at him 
went quite through his Body, and he dropt 
down dead at my Feet ; upon which we mads 
the beſt of our Way to my Veſſel, and, the 
Wind being fair, directly ſet Sail for Majorca, 
where the Ladies now are in perfect good Health, 
and treated like Queens by our Governor, 
who told me that I had, by my preſerving 
their Lives, rendered your Highneſs a Service 
for which I would be rewarded ; and fo you 
ſhall, Friend, faid the Prince, beyond your 
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Expectation, ordering him to retire till the 
Council was up. _ 


Fox ſome Time the Prince ſeemed to be 
in a deep Thought, at laſt turning to Maxi- 
manu, Tho? I have all the Inclination in the 
World, faid he, to believe you incapable of 
what is laid to your Charge, and could wiſh it 
were ſo, yet there are ſo many concurring 
Teſtimonies, ſome poſitive, as that of Hor- 
tenſius who flatly accuſes you of having firſt 
threatened him, and, when that would not do, 


tempted him with advantageous Offers, upon 
condition that he would charge the Princeſs 


with a Crime of which both the and he were 
innocent, and which, he ſays, nothing could 
have induced him to do, but the Proſpect of 
appearing afterwards as an Evidence againſt 
you, by which he rendered her more Service 
than by his Death which muſt have happened, 

had he not ſeemingly complied with your Pro- 
poſals ; on the other hand, you ſee by what 
Navigius has declared upon Oath, that you had 
hired his Brother-in-Law to murder the Ladies; 
theſe Circumſtances, not to mention the heavy 


Charge brought againſt you by Corderius, a 


Man famous for his Probity and Honour, are 
ſuch 
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fuch, ſtrong Preſumptions, that I am almoſt 
now convinced you are guilty, and I give you 
till to-morrow at this Hour to conſider, whe- 
ther by a voluntary Confeſſion you will throw 
your ſelf upon my Mercy, or ſtand the Tortures 
of the Rack, which you muſt expect. I find, 
ſaid Maximanus, that the Storm comes on a- 
pace ; that my Enemies will conquer, and that 
all my former Services are forgot; but I am 
prepared to meet my fate. The loſs of Life 
gives me no great pain, but the thoughts of 
being over-reached by ſuch a Dunce as Corderius 
are worſe than Death, which is all I have to 
ſay, but that my Folly meets with the Puniſh- 
ment it deſerves. 


| NegxT Morning he petitioned the Prince for 
Allowance to make his Will, and that a Notary- 
Publick (whom he named, and whom he had 
conſtantly employed during his Miniſtry) might 
be allowed to come to him, and that a Delay of 
Racks and Tortures might be granted, till ſuch 
Time as he had ſettled his worldly Affairs; 
which the Prince readily granted. When the 
Notary came, my Friend, ſaid he, I have 
ſent for you on Pretence of making my Will, 
but the real Buſineſs is that you may render me 
Vor. I. E e 
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a gervice of far greater Conſequence, for which 
J will leave you a conſiderable Legacy. My 
Enemies have got the Start of me, and it will 
be no ſmall Addition to their Triumph to ſee 
me expoſed to the Indignities of Racks and 
Tortures; and therefore as the laſt and 
greateſt Service that one Friend is capable of 


rendering to another, I muſt beg you will 


procure mea Poiſon that will have its Effe& in 
an Hour after it enters the Body; this Service 
I expect from your Friendſhip, and that you 
may have a Pretenee for returning once more 
to this Place, here's a Memorandum of my 
Will which you are to put in Form, and bring 
along with you, in order to have it ſigned by 
me; but be ſure not to leave behind you the 
only Comfort that this World can now afford 
me; my Surgeon will make up the proper 
Doſe, for which I defire you will give him a 
hundred Ducats, after I am dead and gone. 
The Notary finding that he was to have a con- 
ſiderable Legacy, and not being troubled 
with a ſcrupulous Confcience, made no Words 
about the Matter, but readily undertook the 
Affair, and, in going out, he ſhewed the Me- 
morandum to the Captain of the Guard, tel- 
Ung him that in an Hour he would return with 


the 
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the Will extended in Form, which he accord- 


ingly did, not forgetting the Poiſon prepared ac- 
| cording to Direction. Maximanus upon re- 


ceiving it embraced him: In any other Situa- 
tion but mine, ſaid he, this would be a me- 
lancholy Preſent, but it is acceptable now, as- 
the only means of diſappointing the Expecta- 
tion of my Enemies, who flattered themſelves 
with the Pleaſure of ſeeing me treated. as the 
meaneſt Malefactor: Let me now ſign my 
Will, continued he, and when you ate cer- 
tain of my Death, give the Prince this ſealed 
Paper, but not till then. Farewel, my Friend, 
the Hour of my being put to the Rack ap- 
proaches, and, I have no Time to leſe; think 
ſometimes of the unhappy MAaximam, whom 
an ungovernable Paſſion, has brought to this 
untimely, End, which, tho? ſhocking, exempts 
me trom the Scorn and Inſults of my Enemies, 
and makes me laok on this bitter Daſe as the 
only Cordial, fit for a Man in my Condition. 


Retire, for. I would neither have my Friends 


nor Foes to ſee me go thro? an Operation the 


more paiaful, as the Poiſon will have a vigo- 


rous healthful Conſtitution to combat with : 
But I don't conſider that Time is precious. 
_ 7 He 
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He then poured the Liquid into a Glaſs and 
fwallowed it directly, and taking the Notary 


by the Hand, a laſt Farewel my Friend ; I 
am now near the End of my Career ; begone 


- remember my DneCtions the 
Doſe begins to work — my Heart ſtarts 
— — the Venom mixes with the Maſs of 
Blood — my Stomach ſwells - it 


rolls within my Breaſt it burns 
it burns and with fuch Force as Ætna's 
burſting Flame; it throws the fiery Vapours to 
my Head wild Chimeras run through 
my Brain — ugly Phantoms dance before 
my Eyes ——— fly, fly, before the laſt 
convulſive Shock deſtroys my torturing Frame. 
By this time the Notary was ſo much frighten- 
ed, that without much prefling he left this 
diſmal Place, and when the Executioner came 
to conduct the Priſoner to the torturing Room, 
he found him dead on the Floor with his Head 


quite turned round, ſo that his Face was to- 


wards his Back, and his Body ſwelled to a 
monſtrous __ 


THe News was foon ſpread abroad, and 
the Prince ſeemed to be pleafed rather than 


difpleaſed that he had poiſoned himſelf. The 
Notary 
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Notary conſidered with himſelf that if he de- 
livered the ſealed Paper which Maximanus had 
given him, he might perhaps be accuſed of 
having procured him the Poiſon, and therefore 
he thought proper to drop it in a Place where 
it was immediately found and carried to the 
Prince, in which he- read the. following 
Words. | | 


_w 


7 Loved Honoria, ſhe rejected my Paſſim with 
2 ſcornſul Contempt; this inſpired me with 
Revenge : ¶ bribed her Maid Bonella, . who gave 
her and Amarifla a fleety Daze: My Secreta 
by my Orders, did to Hortenſius, what Bone 
had done 10 th Ladies; j and he 1 was, laid bettwe, 

' them. To prevent Diſewpries, my Serra 
murdered Bonella in the Mood, and upon bis Re- 
turn, I made ſure of him, by the means of a Trap 
in my Cliſet, from whence he fell two Story high 
into a Vault, where his Body now lies, pierced 
through and through with pointed Iron Stakes, and 
where alſo will be found the Body of the Captain 
of the Guard, who delivered Honoria-and Ama- 
riſſa, upon my written Order, to two rip 1 
whom I hired to murder them in the Mod; 
who had they returned would have been e | 


Ee 3 as 
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as the other Miniſters of my Rage and C ruelty . 


Hortenſius was to have added to the Number of 
my Victims, had be not taken Corderius's Adui ce 


in going to your Highneſs. You may look pan this 


tragical Scene' as a Prelude only to flill greater 
Evits : As I had dipt my Hands in Blood, I was 


your Throne But Fate has ſtopped à Ca een, 
and. forced me to leave the Work undone. 


Maximanus. 


Tnx firſt thing the Prince did, was to ſign an 
Order for the Releaſement of Corderius and 
Furtenſius; the former he called his tutelary 
Angel, and loaded him with Honours and 
Riches; and the latter was not forgot; his 
next Care was to order Ships to he fitted out 
directly, for bringing from Majorca the Princeſs 
Honoria and Amariſſa; and it may be imagined, 


the Governor had Preſents ſent him of no ſmall. 


Value. In about a M onth the Ladies arrived 
fafe at Carthage, where I will leave them en- 
joying a Calm, after ſo many boiſterous Storms, 
from which they had been miraculouſly de- 


NUyered; and I look upon the Concluſion of this 
Story, as a Deliverance to myſelf, ſince I muſt 


OWN. 


reſolved to crown my Work Hy. yours, and to ufurp 
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own, that I had no Pleaſure in going through 
fuch a Series of Horrors; nor I believe you, 
Ladies, in hearing them. repeated. Here the 
Curate left of ſpeaking ; and Madam Nancini 
ſaid that, of all the Paſſions, to which human 
Nature was ſubject, ſhe bclieved Love was the 

moſt dangerous, when it met with Obſtacles ; 
but, continued ſhe, were it not a Piece of Cru- 
ety, after ſo long a Diſcourſe, I would deſire 
you, Sir, to favour us with your Sentiments of 
the Paſſions in general, for *tis very poſſible, I 
may have miſtaken Notions of them. As I have 
had a breathing time, Madam, replyed he, 
and can, at a very ſmall Expence of Words, 
tell you what occurs to me at preſent upon this 
Subject, : ſhall obey you. 


Passion, faid he, is applied to the different 
Motions and Agitations of the Soul, according 
to the different Objects that preſent themſelves 
to the Senſes. In Propriety, all. thoſe Motions 
whereby the Soul is carried towards any thing, 
as Love, Ambition, Revenge, Ec. are rather 
Actions than Paſſions, We find various Modi- 
fications and Impreſſions of Pleaſure and Pain 
| inſeparably annexed, by an eſtabliſhed Law of 

Nature, to the ſeveral Judgments we form con- 
cerning 
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cerning Good and Evil: Theſe Judgments with 
their reſpective Modifications of Pleaſure or 


Pain, according to the various Appearances 
and Relations of the Object conſidered, either 
as good or evil, preſent or abſent, certain or 
uncertain, probable or improbable, poſl:ble or 


impoſſible, and affecting the Machine in a cer- 


tain manner peculiar to ſuch Modifications, 
make what we call the Paſſions: How, or 
by what means, this mutual Action and Com- 
munication between Soul and Body is effected, 
we are, in a great Meaſure, ignorant; we 


have but very obſcure and faint Notions of any 
thing prior, or more ſimple, to reſolve it into, 


except the immediate Will and Agency of the 
firſt Cauſe itſelt, 


' PHILOSOPHERS are not agreed about the 
Number and Diviſion of the Paſſions ; the or- 
dinary Diſtribution is into Paſſions of the Concu- 
piſcible Appetite, which are Pleaſure and Pain, 
Deſire and Averſion, Love and Hatred; and 
thoſe of the V aſcible Appetite, which are An- 
ger, Courage, Fear, Hope and Deſpair. 


A CERTAIN famous Phyſician conſiders the 
Paſfuns, as either ſpiritual or animal, —Spiri- 
tual. 
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tual Paſſions, he defines to be thoſe Sentiments 
produced in the Soul by external Objects, either 


ſpiritual ones, immediately, or material ones, 

by the Organs of the Body. Animal Paſſions 
he defines to be thoſe Effects produced by Spi- 
rits or Bodies immediately on the Body. 
Hence, as outward Objects may be conſidered 

as Goods or Evils - the moſt natural Diviſion . 
of the Paffions, whether ſpiritual or natural, 
as they regard thoſe Objects, is into pleaſurable 
and painful. And in this Senſe, all the 
Paſſions may be reduced to Love and Hatred; 
but perhaps to one, Love ; and even that may 


be all reſolved into Self-Love; and this into a 


Principle of Self-Preſervation, or neceſſary in- 
vincible Deſire of Pleaſure or Happineſs, 
The reft are only Rivulets from this Source; 


or ſpecial Applications of this Principle to par- 


ticular Occaſions. 


Tuus, the Deſire of any thing under the 
Appearance of its Goodneſs, Suitableneſs, or 
Neceſſity to our Happineſs, conſtitutes the 
Paſſion of Love; the Deſire of avoiding any 


thing apprehended to be miſchievous, hurtful, 
or deſtructive, conſtitutes Hatred or Averſion; 


the Deſire of a good which appears at the ſame 
* time 
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time probable, and in our Power, conſtitutes 
Hope; but if the good appear improbable, dif- 
ficult, or impoſſible, it; conſtitutes Fear, or 
Deſpair ; the unexpected Gratification of De- 
lire is Joy; the Deſire of Happineſs to ano- 
ther under Pain, or Suffering, is Compaſſion ; 
and the Deſire of another's Puniſhment, Re- 
venge and Malice, Oc. The ſingle De- 
ſire of Happineſs then, is the Spring and Mo- 
tive of all our Paſſions; as thoſe are of all our 
Actions. Some wiſe and reaſonable Motive, 5 
or End of Action, fays a chriſtian learned Doe- * | 
tor, is certainly neceſſary to all wiſe and rea- 
ſonable Actions; to act without a Motive, 
would be the fame thing as not to act at all; 
chat is, ſuch an Action could anſwer no farther 
or better End, ti an not acting; and conſe- 
quently the Action, as well as the Agent, 
would be ſo far infignificant and uſeleſs. He 
who ſhould have no Object at all of his Love 
or Averſion, Hope or Fear, Joy or Grief, 
muft be ſimply and purely indifferent to all 
Action; and, conſequently, muſt either be in 
a State of perſect Reſt and Inaction, or in a 
State equivalent thereto ; wherein the Action 
of ſuch a Being, could be of no more Signifi- 
cancy, than the uncertain Fluctuation of an 
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Abo, 0 or the quivering of a Feather in the 
Air. 


Tae natural or occaſional Cauſe of all the 


Paſſions, a certain Author makes to be the 
Motion of the animal Spirits, which are diffu- 


ſed through the Body, to produce and preſerve 
a Diſpoſition therein ſuitable to the Object 
perceived; to the End, that the Body and 
Mind may mutually aſſiſt each other on this 
Occaſion; it being the Order of the Creator, 
that our Wills be followed by Motions of the 
Body proper to execute them; and that the 
Motions of the Body, mechanically excited in 
us, by the View of external Objects, be ac- 
companied with a Paſſion of the Soul, which 
inclines to will, or not to will, what appears 


ſerviceable, or noxious to the Body. 


Tr is a continual Impreſſion of the Will of 
the Creator, that unites us thus intimately to 
a Piece of Matter, and occaſions this Reci- 
procation of Motions and Senſations ; were this 
Impreſſion of the Creator's Will ſuſpended a 
Moment, we ſhould be delivered from all 
Dependance, all Paſſions, &c. For what 
People uſually imagine of a neceſſary Connexion 

between 
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hetween the Motions of the Spirits and Bloods 
and the Emotions of the Soul is inconceiv- 
able. So me Authors have imagined, that 
certain little Parts of the Bile, move with 
ſome Violence amapg the Fibres of the Brain; 
therefore the Soul muſt neceſſarily be agitated 
with ſome Paſſion, and this Paſſion muſt be 
Anger rather than Love. What Relation can 
wwe conceive between a Paſſion of Contempt or 


Hatred, and a bodily Motion of the Parts of 


the Blood ſtriking againſt certain Parts of the 
Brain ? How can the Union or Alliance of two 
things ſo different, as Spirit and Matter, be 
effected, but by the Omnipotent Will of the 
Author of Nature ? | 


Ir is a Point about which the Divines and 


Philoſophers can never agree ; whether this Re- 
lation and Connexion of Thoughts of the 
Mind, -and Motions of the Body, be the Gift 


of Nature, or the Puniſhment of the firſt Sin? 
And whether the Paſſions be the Inſtitution of 


Nature, or the Corruption thereof? Indeed, 
"conſidering the good and - wife Purpoſes 


the Paſſions ſerve, and that abſolute Neceſh- 


ty they are of, it is ſurprizing it ſhould ever 


te 
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be doubted, that they are eſſential to human 
Nature. | 


Tims Union: or Relstion is found in MN" 
Men, but in different Degrees, and of diffe- 
rent Extent; according to the different Tem- 
peraments, Conditions, Ages, Sexes, Occa- 


ſions, Objects, Sc. Thus, for Inſtance, our 


Union or Relation to ſenſible Objects we have 
ſeen, is ſtronger than that to Things we have 
only heard talk of, And thus, as the great 
have a Relation to many more things than 
others, their Slavery is more extenſive ; the 
Deſire of being eſteemed by all, in whoſe Sight 
they frequently are, oblige them to ſacrifice 
more reaſonable Pleaſures ; and thus Vanity 
animates Virtue ; otherwiſe we ſhould never 
ſee great Men. ſubmit to ſuch Condeſcenſions. 


In every Paſſion there may be ſeven Things 


diſtinguiſhed : The - firſt, the Judgment the 


Mind makes of an Ob ect, or the View of this 


Relation che Object bears to us. The ſecond, 
a new Determination of the Will towards that 
Object, ſuppoſing it to appear as good. The 
third, the peculiar Senſation or Modification 
which accompanies chem: As the Senſation 
of Love, Hatred, Deſire or Joy ; which Sen- 
ſations are always different in the different Paſ- 

eos 1 ſions, 
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ſions, and, as it were, the different Characte- 
riſticks thereof. The fourth, a new Determi- 
nation of the Courſe of the Blood and Spirits 
towards the ſeveral Parts of the Body , 
before the Sight of the Object of the Paſ: | 
ſion, the animal Spirits were pretty equally ' 
diffuſed throughout the Body ; but the 
Preſence of the new Object diſturbs the whole 
CEconomy, and the greateſt Part of the Spirits 
is ſent into the Muſcles of the Arms, Legs, 
Face, Sc. The fifth, is the ſenſible Emotion 
of the Soul, which finds itſelf ſhaken by this 
ſudden overflowing of Spirits. The ſixth, is 
the different Senſation of Love, Hatred, &c. 
cauſed, not by the intellectual View of Good or 
| Evil, but by the different Shakes or Movements 
the animal Spirits occaſion in the Brain. The 
laſt, is a certain Senſation of Joy, or inward 
Satisfaction, which detains the Soul in its Paſ- 
ſion, and atteſts its being in the State it ought 
to be, with Regard to that Object. In 
ſtriftneſs, ſaid he, I ought to enlarge up- 
on every one of theſe Particulars, but 
that would take up too much Time: I 
ſhall, at another Occaſion, when you are in the 
Humour of renewing the Converſation upon 
this Subject, endeavour to illuſtrate the ſeveral 
Diſtinctions in every Naben, and ſhall now 
conclude 
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conclude with an Obſervation or two on the 
Paſſions, in a View to Medecine, as they 
make one of what Phyſicians call the ſix Non- 
naturals of the utmoſt Conſequence with Re- 


ſpec to Health or Diſeaſe. 


Is Conſequence of the ſeveral Judgments 


we form concerning Objects, as either Good 
or Evil, the Organs of Senſation or Motion, 
that is, the nervous Fibres are yariouſly impreſſed 
or ſtimulated; whence ariſe certain Senſations, 


and certain Modifications of Motion, which, 
as is apparent, are reciprocal, and follow mu- 
tually to each other, whether the Impreſſion 


de ſuppoſed firſt made on the Body, or on the 
Mind; that is, any ſtrong violent Motion 


made on the Organs, will excite a painful 
Senſation in the Mind ; or any ſuch painful 
Senſation firſt excited in the Mind, from the 
bare Conſideration of an Object, will impreſs 
a violent Motion on the Organs. And, on 


the contrary, an eaſy and placid Undulation, 


impreſſed originally by the actual Impulſe of 
Object, will excite a pleaſurable Senſation 
in the Mind; or a pleaſurable Senſation excited 
in the Mind, from the mere Contemplation of 
an Object, will be followed with a like eaſy . 


placid Undulation or Motion of the Organs. 


Ff2 Tus 


328 The AvpvenTurts of 


Tae painful Paſſions, then, as well as bo- 
dily Pain, impreſs the nervous Fibres with a 
violent Motion, which brings them alternately 
into forcible Contractions and -Dilatations, or 
ſtrenghthens and increaſes their muſcular Fogce 
and Action. While then this Pain, or Unea- 
ſineſs of Deſire, annexed to the Paſſions, and 
impreſſed on the Nerves, is moderate and re- 
ſtrained within the Bounds of Nature, ſuch 
ſtimulating Deſires have a good Effect; as 
they ſtrengthen muſcular Motion, keep up the 
Circulation of the Blood, promote the natural 
Secretions, and excite a Man to ſuch Actions 
and Exerciſes, wherein animal Life, Health 
and Vigour conſiſt. But where the Uneaſineſs 
annexed to the Paſſion is too violent, ſuch a 
continual Stimulus will gradually derive a too 
great Proportion of Blood to the ſtimulated 
Organs, by which the Veſſels will be over- 
ſtretched and diſtended, their muſcular Force 
gradually impaired, and the Equilibrium of the 
Blood and Juices be interrupted. And hence, 
from ſuch a mere painful Senſation, will ariſe 
a complicated Train of bodily Illneſſes and 
Pains, in Conſequence of the eſtabliſned Laws 
ef the Union and Communication of Soul and 


Body, 


AGAIN 
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Acain, while we are wearing off the Unea- 
fineſs of Deſire annexed to any Paſſion, we feel a 

ſenſible Pleaſure, or agreeable Emotion; and 
the Organs hereupon falling into eaſy, uniform, 
placid Undulations, the too great Current of 
the Blood toward them is diverted, and the 
Equilibrium reſtored. As ſoon as the Uneaſi- 
neſs, is all gone, the Pleaſure ceaſes and termi- 
nates into Indolence, which diſpoſes the Perſon 
to Reſt and Inaction; till the Return of ſome 
freſh Deſire, ſtimulating to farther Action, 
renews the ſame Succeſſion, and interchange- 
able Series of Pains and Pleaſure,- -And 
this is the Circle of animal Life; as the Stimu- 
lus of Deſire throws off the Indolence of Reſt, 
and excites to Action; ſo the Gratification 
moderates the Pain of Deſire, creates a Plea- 
' ſure at firſt, and then terminates in the former 
Indolence and Inaction; till freſh Deſires re- 
turning, ſtimulate to farther Action, and con- 


tinue the ſame round. 1 TM 


_ Hex the good — ended his Diſcourſe 
on the Paſſions; and addreſſing himſelf to the 
Lady of the Houſe, we muſt refer the Appli- 
cation of theſe general Topicks, to another Oc- 


caſion, becauſe I am now obliged to go Home; 
f 3 where 


| 
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where 1 expect a Viſit from a very extraordinarY 
Man, who pretends, by certain Prayers and 
Invocations, that a pious Man may both ſee 
and converſe with any of the nine Orders or 
Hierarchies'of Angels, and be reſolv ed by the 
appearing Angel of what Queſtions he propoſes, 
provided they be not Secrets, which God Al- 
mighty has not thought fit to reveal even to 
thoſe celeftial Creatures; he is to ſhew me his 
Directory, and aſſures me, that in "repeating 
certain Prayers, with Sincerity and Devotion, 
the Angel invoked will appear, or ſome other 
deputed by the ſupreme Being, and fully qua- 
lified to anſwer ſuch Queſtions as may be ſol- 
ved. But, dear Sir, cried Madam Nancini, 
have you any Notion that ſuch Things are 
poſſible ? For my Part, added ſhe, as I give 
no Credit to the many Stories that are told of 
Apparitions, I ſhould be much obliged to your 
Magician, or what you pleaſe to call him, ir 
he would ſhew me what would cure my Infi- 
delity; but as I have not attained to that ele- 
vated Degree of Virtue and Piety, which qua- 
lifes one for ſuch a Viſion ; and as I know 
you to be a Man of Veracity, if you aſſure 
me that the thing is real, I will believe it. 
The next Time I bave the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
you, Magam, aufwered. the Curate, I fhal 
| tell 
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tell you my Opinion of thoſe things, as well 
as of this Man, with whom Jam to have a 
e pen the e of Keren «| 


Hens. the Converſation was ble of by 
the Arrival of a neighbouring Gentleman, who; 
after the - firſt Compliments, aſked the Curate 
and Madam Nancini, if they had any News 
from Naples, and if they had heard of the Go- 
vernour's Death? This Queſtion ſtartled all 
the Company, and particularly me. We have 
heard nothing of it, faid Madam Nancini haſ- 
tily, and you'll oblige us to let us know the 
Circumſtances. My Servant, ſaid he, was at 
Naples yeſterday, and he tells me that the 
whole City was in a great Confuſion, upon the 
ſudden Death of the Governor, about two 
o' Clock, who died, as was reported, in an 
Apoplectick Fit in three Minutes time, and ] 
came here on purpoſe to know if you had heard 
of it. About two Hours after, a Servant or 
Mrs. Bolini's came with a Letter to her Siſter, 
confirming the News of the Governor's Death, 
and adding, that his Breath was ſcarce out, 
when ſeveral large Demands had been made on 
the French Conſul by Madam de. Maricalta's 
Creditors, who, not in a Condition to ſatisfy 
them had „ and his Wife had left 
his 
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| his Houſe, which, with all the Furniture no 
r had deen ſeized wh the Creditors. - | _ 


5 


| As I had cg now that chiiped: me to 
conceal my ſelf, I made no Scruple of ſpeaking 
my Mind, and therefore addreſſing myſelf to 
Madam Nuncini As I have nothing now, 
Madam, faid I, to be afraid of at Naples, 1 
have no Occaſion to be further troubleſome to 
you; beſides, Duty calls upon me to go and 
ſee what is become of my poor unhappy Fa- 
ther, that! may aſſiſt him not only perſonally, 
but with what little Effects I have, in Caſe he 
ſhould have Occaſion for them. Tho” 1 ſhall 
be very ſorry, my dear Miſs, ſaid ſhe, to loſe 
the Pleaſure of- your Company, yet I will al- 
ways; "conſent to what is molt agrecable to you, 
and therefore when you think proper to re- 
turn, my Chaiſe ſhall conduct you. TIthanked 
her, and ſaid, that if it was convenient for her, 
1 would ſet out the next Morning early. 


Ir would be N in me, faid I to Mell, 
when we were by our ſelves, to propoſe your 
going along with me to Naples, upon the Un- 
certainty I am under of my Father's Situation, 
and whether I muſt not ſtrip myſelf of every 
Thing for his n, and what is ſtill a ſtronger 


Argument 
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Argument againſt my pleaſing myſelf with any 
ſuch Thought is, that, by following my uncertain 
Fortune, you riſk the loſing of Madam Nancini's 
Protection; ſhe ſeems now to have ſuch a 
Friendſhip for you, that ſhe will, not only, with 
Pleaſure, provide for you while ſhe lives, butlike- 
wiſe put you in a way to do for your ſelf after 
her Death: When I conſider theſe Advantages, 
they plainly tell me, that I muſt be your Ene- 
my, if I don't perſuade you to embrace them, 
I don't know, anſwered ſhe, with a viſible 
Concern in her Countenance, but that, as 
you obſerve, it may be my Intereſt to remain 
with my Aunt, if ſhe will be ſo good as to keep 
me; but I am very certain that it will be a 
very great Grief to me to ſtay here, after you 
are gone ; and that I would much rather take 
my Chance with you, than to have a Cer- 
tainty where Jam; and, therefore, if no other 
Conſideration but my Advantage determines 
you to part with me, I beg that may be no 
Obſtacle; for I find my Heart fo attached to 
you, that I ſhould think myſelf happier with 
you in the moſt reduced State, than with my 
Aunt in the Enjoyment of Plenty, and every 
thing that makes Life agrecable ; and ſuppo- 
ſing you are obliged to give up your Jewels, 
we ſtill have our Fingers, which no body can 
| take 
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take from us; and we wil! make ſuch Uſe of 
them, in the manner propoticc! formerly when 
we were upon this Subject, that we ſhall not 


want the Neceſſaries of Lie; and that, with 


Contentment, is the utmoſt of my Ambition 3 
and, therefore, if yoit are not afraid of my 
being a Charge upon you, and from that Ap- 
prehenſion are influenced to lea me here, let 
no other Confideration of Advantage to me, 
prevail with you to deprive me of a Happineſs, 
which I value above all Proſpects from my 
Aunt's Generoſity. I told you from the Be- 
ginning, that my Heart was attached to you in 
a particular manner; this Attachment, from a 
better Knowledge of your Merit, is become ſo 
ſtrong, and ſo deephy rooted ini my Heart, that 
to be deprived, at once, of what I think my 
Happineſs, would make me miſerable in the 
midſt of preſent Plenty in this Houſe, and 
an agreeable Proſpect of a future happy Situ- 
ation from my Aunt's Benevolence: for Hea- 
ven's ſake, Madam, added ſhe, and the Tear 
came trickling down her Cheek, permit me to 
devote my whole Life to your Service, unleſs 
you are reſolved to render me wretched, or 
that I am become diſagreeable to you; in which 
Caſe, indeed, I muſt, if I have that Rega 
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for you which I profeſs, I ſay I muſt and will 
drop my Requeſt, and rather make myſelf un- 


happy, than give you the leaſt Uneaſineſs. I 


was ſo moved with her friendly and generou, 
Attachment to me, that, with Tears in my 
Eyes, I got her in my Arms, and told her that 
nothing, but the Conſideration of her Advan- 


tage, had prevailed with me to mention a Se- 


paration, which Honour, I thought, as well 
as Friend{hip, made a Duty ſo binding on me, 
that I could not hearken to the Motions of my 
Heart, or what flatter d my own Deſires; 
adding, that if ſhe knew what a Struggle 
I had gone through, to bring myſelf to ſuch a 
cruel Reſolution, ſhe would plainly ſee, that I 
had ſacrificed my own Satisfaction to her Ad- 
vantage ; but, continued I, as I have done 
what I thought incumbent upon me, as a ſin- 
cere Friend, and as I find that my Propofal 
is not agreeable to you, I am at Liberty to ac- 
cept of your generous Offer ; and,at the ſame 
Time, to let you know that nothing on Earth 
can give me more Pleaſure, than to find that 


you are as loath to part with me, asT am to 
loſe you: Let us therefore, my dear Mis ella, 


th ink no more of Separations, and as Friend- 


ſhip has linked our _ let us take our 


Chance 
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Chance together, and wreſtle through the Ta- 
dyrinths of Life the beſt way we can. As 
our Intentions are virtuous and i innocent, Pro- 
' vidence will, I hope, provide for us. Joy 
ſparkled in her Eyes, and ſhe cryed with a Vi- 
| vacity, which like a Torrent ruſhed from a rap- 
tur'd Heart, You now bboe me, 1 ſee it, my Hau- 


pineſs is compleat. 


NexT Morning we got up pretty early to 
prepare for our Journey, and when we were 
at Breakfaſt, Madam Nancini ſeemed to be 
under a great Concern for my leaving her. 
Tho' I cannot, my dear Miſs, faid ſhe, in Juſ- 
tice condemn your Reſolution of going to Na- 
ples, nor pretend to diſſuade you from it, as 
the Motive of this Journey, is to know what 
| is become of your Father; it is a Duty ſo in- 
diſpenſable, that I ſhall not take upon me to 
offer any thing in Oppoſition to it; but if it 
| ſhould happen, that, after you have made 
. "Enquiry about him, you neither can ſee, nor 
bear of him ; in that Caſe, [ hope, you will 
oblige me with your Company, and return 
with a Deſign to make this Houſe the Place of 
your. Retreat, till your Father has made up 


Matters, or is ſettled i in ſome other Part of 
the 
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the. World; though you will not have here all 
the Amuſements which you may find at Naples, 
yet as you ſeem not to have any Diſlike to the 
innocent retired Life we lead, you will, by 
coming back, be exempted from the Perſe- 


cutions which. a young Lady of your Youth 


and Beauty muſt be expoſed to, if ſhe appears 
in publick Places; the Men of Gallantry, let 
a Woman be ever ſo circumſpect and cautious, 
will, ſome how or other, find means to get 
Acceſs to her Company ; and though all their 
Stratagems and Arts may not be able to ſeduce 
her Virtue, yet as there have been Inſtances of 
Men's having, out of Revenge for Diſappoint- 
ments, boaſted of Favours they never had, 
with a View to deſtroy a Woman's Reputa- 
tion, who would not comply with their baſe 
Deſire, every Woman of Prudence, and who 
has any Regard to her Reputation, ought to 
bar the Door againſt all ſuch dangerous In- 
truders, and avoid their Company as ſhe would 
a Madman with a drawa Sword in his Hand. 
Then turning to her Niece, Mirella, ſaid ſhe, 
though T | had reſolved that you ſhould remain 
with me. as long as I lived, or till you was 
married, yet as I know, your Attachment to 
Miſs Tencin to be fo ſtrong, chat to * with 
Vol. 1 Gg ber 
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her would make you unhappy and her uneaſy, 
] conſent, if it be her and your Deſire, that 
you go along with her, and remain about her 
as long as you can be ſerviceable to her, 
and you ſhall, at all Times, be welcome to 
me. Mirella fell upon her Knees, and catch- 
ing hold of one of her Aunt's Hands, kiffed it 
with rapturous Fondneſs, but could not for 
ſome time pronounce one ſingle Word; the 
Tears that dropt from her Eyes expreſſed what 
ſhe felt in her Heart better than what ſhe could 
have ſaid. When the firſt Shocks of a tumul- 
tuous Joy, with which ſhe was confounded, 
were over, ſhe thanked her Aunt, and told 
her, that ſhe had judged right of her Senti- 
ments with reſpect to me, with whom ſhe 
could not part without making berſelf un- 
happy; for my part, I ſpoke in ſuch a man- 
ner as made Madam Nancint know that I was 
no leſs attached to Mirella, than ſhe was to 
me. Lay 3 | 


AFTER Breakfaſt, and bidding a laſt Fare- 
wel to this good Lady, a Ceremony that was 
not a little moving, we ſet out, taking Mrs. 
Bolini's Houſe, where we dined, in our Way 
to Naples, and arrived ſafe at Mirella's Aunt's, 

| _ ,  —__— 
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where I had reſolved to take up my Lodging, 
till I was otherwiſe provided. My firſt Viſit, 
next Morning, was to Madam D' Alon the 
Nun, whom I was mighty impatient to ſee ; 
and when 1 appeared at the Grate, Good 
God, cried ſhe, is it you, my dear Child 
and am I fo happy as to ſee you once more! 
Where have you been? and how did you ma- 
nage to give your Enemies the Slip? but why; 

you eruel Creature, added ſhe, did vou not 
let me hear from you? ſince, if you are per- 
ſuaded of my Friendſhip, you muſt have ima- 


zbined that | was extremely uneaſy about you! 


came to Town, Madam, faid I, only laſt 
Night, and my firſt Care was to come and pay 
my Reſpects here; and at the ame tithe; to irt- 
form you of my Adventures ſinee I laſt ſaw you, 
and tg beg the Favour of your Advice for my 
future Conduct. I then related every Parti- 
gular of what had happened to me; by which, 
Madam faid I, you ſee that I dufſt not ven- 
ture to write, at leaſt till the Heat of the 
Search was over, and that they bad loſt all 
Hopes of finding me out, and when I was 
thinking of ſending you in Writing what J 
have now told you, we received News of the 
n s Death, which determined me to 
; Ge 2 return, 
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return, principally with a Deſign to enquire 
about my Father, and to render him all the 
Service in my Power. —— Alas! ſaid ſhe 
ſighing, tis not in your Power to remedy his 
Misfortunes ; he is gone, I am told, for Ve- 
nice, from whence he is to embark for Mar- 
feilles in France ; his Wife's Creditors have 
ſeized on every thing belonging to him, and all 
his vifible Effects here will not, when ſold, 
pay one third of her Debts; ſhe is retired to 
her Country Houſe, deſpiſed and abhorred by 
every honeſt Man and Woman in Town, upon 
your Account, as well as her Huſband's, and 
has not, I am told, appeared at Naples 
lince this Cataſtrophe.” Ah] cried I, weeping, 
what will become of my poor Father] and 
how unhappy am I to have theſe Jewels, 
which would be of fo great Uſe to him, now 
that he perhaps wants the Neceſſaries of Life! 
the very Thoughts diſtract my Frain, and 
make me ſtupid ! for Heaven's ſake, Madam, 
adviſe me which Way I ſhall get them con- 
veyed to him, with a Letter to know whether 
he will allow me to follow him, or if I an to 
remain here. Make yourſelf eaſy, Child 
faid ſhe, about your Father, who cannot be 


in the Diſtreſs your frightened Imagination re- 
preſents 
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ele him ; he was a Man of great Trade 
and Correſpondence in foreign Countrigg, 
here, to be ſure, be muſt have. conſiderable 
Effects, ſince nothing was found here by his 
Wife's Creditors, but about 3000 Crowns i in 
Money, and his Houſhold Furniture, and that 
cannot be ſuppoſed to be his whole Stock; ſo 
that you need be under no Concern, upon h's 
wanting wherewithal to ſubſiſt him; but were 
that even the Caſe, and-if we knew how to 
find him at Venice, I canrot think of any fate 
Way to tranſmit the Jewels to. him ; beſides, 
it is' not to be imagined he will make any Stay 
there, but haſten to France, to ſecure the Ef- 
fects he has in that Kingdom, and to prevent 
his Wife*s Creditors from laying their Hands 
upon them; fo that my Advice to you is, to 
remain peaceably here, till ſuch time as ſome 
one or other of your Father's F riends hear 
from him, which, no doubt, will ſoon hap» 
pen: As the Jewels, continued ſhe, are um 
doubtedly your own Property, no body can 
blame you to make uſe of them for your Sub- 
ſiſtence; ſince your Father has abandoned you 
and though -I ſhould be overjoyed to have you, 
in this Convent as a Boarder, yet as your-ſmall 
Stock would ſoon be conſumed in that Way 

Gg 3 of 
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of going on, I think Mirella's Project prefe- 
rable; and I am confident, conſidering the 
great Character you have acquired by your no- 
ble Behaviour, all the virtuous Ladies of Na- 
ples, when they know that you are induſtriouſly 
employed,” not only to procure a Livelyhood 
for your ſelf, but likewife to pay a young Sif- 
ter's Board in this Convent, will vie with 
one another, who ſhall} give you the moſt to 
do; and I doubt not, but, with the Bleſſing 
of God, you-may live happily enough. 


. Your mentioning my Siſter, Madam, faid 
I, interrupting her, is a Reprimand for my 
not having till now enquired about her ; the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing you, made me forget all other 
| Concerns ;. but as J have told you all I had to 
ſay, I would now beg to ſee her. The poor 
Child, faid ſhe, has done nothing but cry ſince 
you left Naples; and I am ſure this will be a 
joyful. Day to her: I will leave you a Minute, 
and bring her with me when I return; I muſt 
prepare her for this unexpected Sight, the joy- 
ful Surprize might be otherwiſe dangerous to 
the dear little Creature, who is intirely wrapt 
up in her Siſter Henrietta, for whole Safety, ſhe 
en for Hours every Day pꝛoſtrate at our 
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Chearfulneſs and Submiſſion imaginable, in 
every thing/ elſe, yet neither my Commands 
nor Perſuaſions could keep her from going to 
the Chappel, by her ſelf, from which-ſhe al- 
ways came with her Eyes red and ſwelled with 
weeping, tho' ſhe would not own it. This 
Account of my dear little Siſter's Affection 
was very moving, and tho? I had not thought of 
her ſo often as ſhe had of me, being conſtantly 
under Alarms and Fears for what was dearer 
to me than my Kindred, or even my Life; yet 


2s L loved her tenderly, I was reſolved to take 


Care of her Education, and when ſhe was ca- 
pable of aſſiſting me in the Buſineſs I intended 
to follow, to take her out of the Convent; 
for, in my Father's Abſence, as I thought it 
my Duty to take Care of her, ſo I imagined 
that I had a right to diſpoſe of her, in the man- 
ner that would be moſt to her Advantage; not, 
however, without Madam D'. All's | Advice 
and Approbation; who at laſt returned, lead- 
ing my Siſter in her Hand; and indeed our 
Meeting wes a very moving Scene. | She was 
let into the Parlour where I was, and made bat 
-one Step from the Door, till ſhe got me in her 
Arms, and I her in mine, where we remained 

| | ſome 


within juſt Bounds; yet I muſt on, that up- 
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ſome Minutes in that inexpreſſible Tranſport, 
which the Ties of Blood inſpire; and · tho“ it 
might be expected, that one of my Years 
might have known how to moderate thoſe na- 
tural Impulſes of Affection. and to keep them 


on this Occaſion, I was as little Miſtreſs of 
myſelf; as the dear little hr (my Siſter's 


Name) from whoſe Eyes Streams of joyful 


Tears in a Moment forced their Paiſage, and 
in ſpite of all my Reſolution, I felt the tender 


Drop come gliding down my Cheek. We re- 


mained faſt lock*d in one another's Arms, for 
a confiderable Time, without the Power of 
Speech; and had not Madam D' Albn, who 


was not a little affected with this tender Inter- 


view, rouzed me from the pleaſing Lethargy, 
in which I found myſelf wrapt, I know not 
how long it might have laſted. Come, my 
Children, faid ſhe, out of Compaſſion to your 
own” Hearts, I muſt interrupt this Flow of 
natural Affection, leſt it may prove prejudicial 

to your Health; it is, however, no - ſmall Sa- 
tisfaction to me to find, that J have Occaſion 
to preach up Moderation to you in your 
Tranſports of Joy and Affection, on the Sight 
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of one another, rather than ta blame dan 
Coldneſs. 


I IMMEDIATELy ſtarted from my Siſter's 
Arms, and aſked her pardon for my Incivility, 
in indulging too much the Motions of my Heart 
in her Preſence; but as I had not been ſo much 
Miſtreſs of my felf as to moderate my firſt 
Tranſports, T hoped ſhe would be fo good as 
to attribute it to a natural and irreſiſtleſs Im- 
pulſe, which ſometimesgets the better of the moſt 
ſtaid and ſolid Perſons. Don't imagine, my 
dear Child, anſwered ſhe, that I am angry with 
you for ſuch Demonſtrations of a tender and 

affectionate Heart, and if I have interrupted 
your little Siſter's and your ſoft Embraces, it 
was only from an Apprehenſion of the Danger 
that attends the giving too great a Looſe to 
joyful Raptures, which, in a Girl of your Siſter's 
Age, may ſet the Blood into ſo violent an Agi- 
tation that a Fever may be the Conſequence. 


Ar r R returning thanks for this kind Pre. 
caution, I told her that as Mirella's Aunt was 
a diſcreet Woman, and that as I was com- 
modiouſly,” tho? not grandly, lodged at her 


Houſe, I reſolved to edntinue in it for ſome 
tim © 
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time ; but I little dreamed at that Time that I 
was ſoon to be dragged from thence and thrown | 
into a gals as a notorious Thief. 


My return to Naples was yon known all 
over the City, and as my Story had been the 
ſubject of Tea- Table Talk, the Ladies no ſooner 
heard of my deſign of taking in Work, than 
I had it thrown in upon me from all quartersof 
the Town, more than we could, had we been 
twice as many Hands, accompliſh, tho* Mi- 
rella ſurpaſſed any Thing that can be imagined, 
and I was not idle. We went on for ten Day, 
with all imaginable pleaſure, and got Money 
'a-pace z for ſome of our Cuſtomers paid double 
of what we demanded for our Work. But one 
Morning (O Heaven's! bow I tremble at 
the very Thought of it?) juſt as we had ended 
Breakfaſt, half a Dozen ill-looking Fellows, 
headed by an Officer of Juſtice, entered the 
Houſe, and dragged not only Mirella and me 
to Priſon, as Perſors accuſed of Theft, but 
likewiſe her Aunt ſor barbouring us. The 
firſt Shock deprived me 0! the Uſe of Reaſon, 
and I ſeemed to be in a ſtate of Stupidity, which 
made me inſenſible of what paſſed, I ſtared at 
nr thoſe who ſpoke to me, but made them no 
anſwer, 


Br ee nor e als J get my Tongue 

to articulate any Word, tho I often attempted 
it; this was a deplorable Situation, and what 
greatly augmented it, was, that when I came 
to be reſtored to the uſe of my Reaſon, and to 
be ſenſible of my Miſery, I had neither Hi.. 
rella nor her Aunt to conſult with, they hav- 
ing been put each of them into a ſort of Dungeon 
by themſelves. In this, as in all the Misfor- 
tunes of my Life, I had recourſe to Heaven by 
Prayer; after which, I began to think what 
I had done to bring ſuch a Misfortune upon me, 
but J in vain attempted to find out the Cauſe ; 
not finding, after the ſtricteſt Examination, 
any thing upon which I could ground the leaſt 
Conjecture; I therefore reſolved, in a firm 
Confidence of myInnocency's ſoonbeing cleared 
up, not to torture my Brain about finding out 
this Myſtery, and to wait with patience till 
it pleaſed thoſe who had put me here, to let 

me know the Cauſe. 
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